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INTRODUCTION. 



It is not eafy to difcover the motive 
which could have led to the publication of 
the following work ; a work which, when 
we confider the fituation of the Author, 
whether with a view to the ambitious prof- 
pefts which heftoay be fuppofed ftill to 
entertain, or to that regard for character 
which is never wholly abandoned by the 
mod profligate of mankind, mufl: appear 
equally prejudicial to his interefts and to 
his reputation. 
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Undet the form of a Reply to the Ca- 
lumnies (for fuch they appear to be) alledged 
againft him by the Direftorial Reporter, 
Bailleul, the Author has contrived to give 
a general view of his political Charafter and 
Opinions, and an Apology (or, more pro- 
perly fpeaking, a Juftification, for fuch the 
Author feems to confider it) of his Prin- 
ciples and Conduft daring the Revolution. 
And this Apology, including an arrogant 
affomption of merit, from the murder of 
his foverdgn, and confining his whole ex- 
culpation of the innumerable murders com- 
mitted in his own name and under his own 
authority to a flight aflertion of a difappro* 
bation exprefled in the prefence of Robe- 
fpierre and his other colleagues- — This apo- 
logy, devoting its Author i:o infamy (in the 
opinion of all thofe, by whom his conduft 
may be eftimated according to the ancient and 
immutable principles of morality), is at the 
fame time fo contrived, that, of the three par- 
ties exifling in France, the Royalifls, the 
Jacobins, and the-Direftory, it is calculated 
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to irritate and exafperate every one; — the 
Direftors, as they are perfonally, and viru- 
lently, and (what is ftill more unpardonable) 
juftly denounced to the world as the enemies 
of peace and the oppreffors of mankind ; — • 
the Royalifts, of courfe ; — and the Jacobins, 
as their former confpiracies are cited, and a 
merit affumed from having affiftcd in their 
fuppreffion. 

The publication of fuch a work, how- 
ever, though a little extraordinary, is not 
wholly unaccountable. That Sully and Cla* 
rendon, men whofe lives were devoted not 
to any felfifh or fenfual purpofes, but to 
the benefit and improvement of mankind 5 
that fuch men ftiould have thouglit a ppr-^ 
tion of their leifure ufefuUy occupied, in 
accounting to mankind for the employment 
of their time and . the application of their 
talents — ^ this is not extraordinary, They 
felt no embarrafCnent, no anxiety for the 
arrangement of a fpecious narrative, no ne-r 
ceflity for concealment of the truth or for 
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an artful infinuation of falfehcxxl ; to ijcolr- 
left and record the tranfeftions of a merito- 
rious and honourable life was in itfelf no 
unpleafing duty; and they were confcious 
that the purpofes for which alone they ex-? 
ifted would extend themfelves, and be per- 
petuated with the influence of their example. 

But there are other writers of a very difFe^ 
rent charafter, men whofe lives have been 
pernicious or ufelefs to fociety; who have, 
neverthelefs, conceived it important that pof-r 
terity fhould be acquainted with their princi- 
ples, fuch as they were, and with the courfe 
of their tranfaftions and intrigues. This 
rage for perpetuating the portraitures of men- 
tal deformity has been at all times renxarka- 
bly prevalent in France; and the immenfe 
colleftion of French memoirs prefents us 
with a • feries of thefe felf-accufers unexam- 
pled in the literature of any other country. 

The palTions, by which thefe writers mufl; 
have been aftuated, like all ptbers, feem to 
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have gdned new force and aftmty from 
the events of the Revolution. The reftleff- 
nefs attendant upon involuntary retirement, 
that impatience of filence and obfcurity 
which embitters the exile or feceffion of a 
baniihed or abdicating flatefman^ the befoin 
de faire parler de foiy have been felt in their 
full force by all the fucceflive vidlims 
whom ambition has raifed to notice for an 
inAant and then replunged in their ori- 
ginal obfcurity. It is to thefe paflions that 
we are indebted for almoft all we know 
of the Revolution ; for the Memou-s of Ga- 
XAT, and Roland, and Dumourierj the 
Narratives oi Louvet, and Riouffe i and 
Ae Apolo^es of Neckar, and of Fouquier 

TiNVILLEf 

This laft (a worthy magiftratc, and 
prefident of the Revolutionary Tribunal 
under the direftion of that cQmmittee of 
which Carnpt was a member) confines his 
jafiification to the foUovs^ing metaphorical af- 
fertion, ^^ that bis Under heart bad expanded 
9 
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like d Jlower at the firft dawning of the Revo-^ 
Jutiom*' and he very fairly confefies, that 
fince that time he had been mifled by 
his 25eal ; and that, in point- of murder^ he 
is apprehenfive he tnay have carried things 
a little farther than was neceflary, or indeed 
perhaps altogether juftifiable. 

The Apology offered by his principal, the 
Ex-direftcM-, is not quite fo modeft ; he 
takes upon him to reproach the world in 
general, for their ignorance as to what ufed 
top^s in the Committees of Public Safety 
— *^ It is mt fi^ciently known (fays he) that 
I ufed to reproach Robespierre for his un^ 
neceffary cruelties,'' It certainly is not 
known ; nor will it be credited, upon fuch 
affertion s nor, even if it were true, would 
it be a fufHcient apology, or any thing 
like it. The Author would certainly have 
done better, not to have deviated into 
thefe extraneous exculpations ; unlefs, in-^ 
deed, he could have proved that, by fome 
inexplicable chain of obligation^ it h^d been 
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originally his duty to become a member of 
the Committee of Public Safety ; and that, 
once appointed to that facred truft, he was 
bound to continue his fervices, and to retain 
life at the expence of guilt aijd infamy* 
He certainly would have done better to have 
confined himfelf to the fingle thefis which 
forms the profefibd fubje^ of his work, 
namely, to prove that Bailleul's accufation 
of Royalifm, and Lepaux's imputations of 
Chriftianity, are unfounded; and that the 
Author is, in faft, as found an Atheift and 
as good a Regicide as heart could wifli or 
Republicanifm require. Upon this point he 
is completely triumphant, and muft be ad- 
mitted, we think> in the opinion of every 
impartial perfon> to have left his adverfaries 
without the poflibihty oi a reply. 

The next point in diicufHon is not- caku* 
lated to infpire much intereft 5 it confifts of 
% fimpk faft of the Author's having been 
betrayed and outwitted by tus acc<»np- 
lices, ^ 
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Your rivals having made their pu&r 
And kickM you out without remorfe. 

Whether it fignifies a rufh, 
Is the next part of this difcourfe : 

You think yourfelves abufed and put-on, 
'Tis natural to make a fufs; 

To iee it and not care a button> 
Is juft as natural for us ; 

Like people viewing at a diftance 

Two perfons thrown out of a cafenienti 
AH we can do for your affiftance^ 
Is to afford you our amazements 



To Citizen Camot therefore, in return 
for the ftriking and amufing fpcftacle, 
which he has difplayed on the theatre K)f the 
Republic, from the time of his original 
debut in the charafter of the Committee- 
man, to the period of his final difappearance 
through the trap-door, like Schillers Fiefco, 
in the laft aft of the Confpiracy, entangled 
in the fkirts of his Direftorial Toga, and 
dragged over-board and drowned by his 
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Republican brethreil — in gratitude for the 
whole of this interefting and furprizing 
exhibition, we fhall offer the humble tribute 
of our artlefs and unfeigned aftbniftiment, 
unmixed with ahy of thofe emotions of 
iympathy, which belong to the province of 
a different fpecies of the political drama; 
that drama which, in the downfal of em- 
pires and the ovAthi'ow of ancient and efla- 
blilhed governments, difplays thofe charac- 
ters which Heaven itfelf furveys with ap- 
jprobation : 

A great man ftrugglihg with th^ ftoHns of fate^ 
And greatly falling with a falling ftate« 

We truft that the nations of Europe, 
though weakened and fubdued, are not yet 
fo debafed in fpirit and chara6ler, that they 
are prepared to take an interefl, and to fide 
as factious partizans with the contending 
leaders of the Great Nation; that, like the 
tributary fovereigns of Numidia, or Bithy- 
nia, or Egypt, under the old overbearing 

A 
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Republic of Rome, they will be proud to 
rank thcmfelves as Caefarians or Pompeians, 
to combat for a choice of oppreffors, and 
difcufs and controvert the pretenfions of 
their rival plunderers. We proceed there- 
fore to the only point of view in which the 
quarrels and altercations of the accomphces 
in blood and robbery can excite an intereft 
in the minds of honeft nfcn — namely, the 
examination of fuchfa£ls as may be brought 
to light in the courfe of their mutual recri- 
minations; but for thefe the reader muft 
be referred to the work itfelf ; he will 
there fee that the facrifice of the Cape 
and our other conquefts in the Eaft, 
which was attempted to be exa£l:ed as 
a preliminary to negotiation, would have 
reftored them, not to their old matters, and 
our former allies, the Dutch, but, to our 
own inveterate rivals, and irreconcileablc 
enemies; after which, or more probably 
on the firft attempt to remonftrate againft 
To fcandalous a breach of faith, we fhould 
|under every difadvantage) have been driven 
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again to a renewal of hoftilities, of which, 
in faft, this armiftice obtained by an artifice 
at once fo infolent and fo fraudulent yould 
only have been a necelfery, ?uid not the Icaft 
efEdent part. 4 

With reipefl: to the authenticity of the 
work, we have no means of forming a 
judgement but what are equally open to our 
readers, namely, an attentive examination 
of the evidence contained in the work itfelf : 
eonfidering the circumftances under which 
it is written, it is hardly to be expe6led 
that the Author fhould come forward to 
claim and avow his own prod]a6tion ; upon 
the teft, therefore, of internal evidence (in 
our opinion a perfeftly fatisfa£):ory one)ji 
we muft be content to form our judgement, 
unlefs (which is not improbable) the Direcr 
tory, who muft be the beft judges, ftiould 
thmk fit to iilence all objection, and fanc-^ 
tion the authenticity of the work, by em- 
ploying their ufual advocates for its rcfiita- 
tk>n. — In the mean time, their agents in 
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this country, apprehenfivc that its contents 
might be ofFenfive to their patrons and emr 
ployqs, have thought it right, as a mea- 
fure of precaution, to infert a paragraph 
|P the paper which ferves as the ufual yehir 
cle of their mifreprefentations : — ^the para- 
graph too is in their ufual and favourite 
flyle (a ftyle perfeflly familiar to thofe who 
have at all attended to the fyftem of falfe- 
hood and mifreprefentation of which they 
are the indefatigable propagators), infinuat i 
ing a falfehood under the flippant afFefta- 
tion of a fort of negligent fcepticifm — ^We 
are told that. — ** It is a curious publication 
" if genuine. — ^It appears to be publifhed 
" by the French emigrants, and, true or 
" fjilfe, it is a captivating title." — ^We our- 
felves profefs to be wholly uninformed with 
refpeft to the circumftances of the publica- 
tion 5 but we are fl:rongly inclined to be- 
lieve, that if the Author of this paragraph 
had any information of his own upon the 
fubjeft (which however we by no means 
give hinj credit for), it would be found to 
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be in direfl contradiftion to his own infi-r 
nuation : — ^we Ihould be farther inclined to 
fufpeft, that the writer had not even feen, 
the work, the authenticity of which he is 
fo forward to call in queftion ; certainly no 
one who had read it attentively would have 
attempted to overthrow the credit of its 
authenticity by fo foolijfh and inapplicable 
a calumny, as that of its being forged by 
the emigrants ;r-^whereas, from the begin*- 
ning of the book to the end, there is not a 
fingle paffage to be found, dire£Uy or indi- 
re6tiy, favourable to the particular caufe of 
the emigrants, or to their charafter s nor is 
the word *^ Emigrant " (we believe), except 
in a fingle pafTage where Barra^ is accufed . 
of protefting them, to be found in the 
whole book. 

But it is impoflible to attempt to meet 
pvery objeflion with its particular refuta- 
tion 3 — the internal evidence, to thofe whp 
are capable of eftimating it, will be a 
ftronger and more convincing teft of au-^ 
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thcnticity than ten thouland external proofis j 
^nd for thofe who may be difpofed to con- 
trovert it, in oppofition to their own con- 
viflion, the example of the Letters from 
Bgyptj the authenticity of which, after be-? 
ing fo long, fo ftrenuoufly, and fo impu^ 
dently, denied in this country, is now finally 
eftabliflied by the confeffion of the French 
themfelvesj; will, we hope, teach them ^ 
l^tle caution, and that they will wait, at 
leaft, for the determination of their friends 
at Paris, before they engage in a diljpute, 
in whiqh thofe very friends may find it nq • 
ceflary to pontradidt them. 
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REPLY 



L. N. M. CARNOT, &c. 



At length I have received a cop)^ of the 
Report of BaUleul on the Confpiracy of Fruc- 
tidor, and have eagerly examined Whether ai^y 
thing it contained concerned 'me perfonally. I 
there found, that the committee had honoured 
me with particular attention, and that it had 
recorded my fuppofed delinquencies in ahout 
twelve lines of text, and forty-five of notes. 

1 know not whether, in the remainder of* the 
Report, it adheres as ftriftly to the truth as in 
that part of which I am the fubjefts hut,^I 

B 
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fet out by declaring, and fhaJl prefently de-' 
monftrate, that this part of the Report is one 
continued tiffue of abominable impoftures 5 that 
there is not a fingle word iii it which does not 
bear the ftamp of premeditated falfehood^ and 
of the moft flagrant perfidy. 

When a committee is appointed by the Legif* 
lative Body to prepare an authentic Report rela- 
tive tp an event which that committee itfelf has 
contributed to produce j when, after fix months 
of refearch, it announces that at length it has 
CoUefted all the fii6ts'; and when, ^fter the enu- 
meration of all it confiders as m%rely pfobable, it 
declares (page' 26, note) that all the remainder of 
the Report is conjirmed by official docitments depo- 
filed in the hands of the minijlers ; when this, I 
fay, is the cafe, and yet the fubfequent part of 
the Report contains a feries of fafts which are net 
fupported by any official document whatevef ; 
when, on the contrary, there exift innumerable 
official papers which give the lie to them all, 
- which radically overturn and deftroy them ; then, 
I fay, that not only this reporter is infamous 
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himielf, but all thofe who hav^ participated lu 
this work of inicjuitjr. 

Bailleul, drefled like a Chouan, and exerciiing 
the trade of a Chouan in the time of the Na- 
tionaj Convention, is fuddenly become a high- 
flown patriot; that is, according to the new 
acceptation of the word, a mart fervilely devoted 
to the Executive Dir^ftory; defirous that the 
Legiflative Body (hpuld be reduced to a mere 
Chancelleries the blind inftrument to regifter the 
fupreme orders of this abfojute niafter ; to expel 
thofe whom it is comipaqded to expel by the 
Direftory ; to profcribe thofe whon^ it is cpm- 
manded to profcribe ; applauding its violences, 
and facrificing to its caprice and avidity the 
Jabours, the libertjr, the honour, and the lifci of 
eyery citizen. 

What has induced Bailleul tp rufh into this 
new career ? — doubtlefs the promife of an em-f 
baffy, or of fome other important ppft. Put 
Bailleul and his co-adjutors will learn, that the 
pire6lory promife much, while they perforn^ 
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little. He, as well as his aflbciates, will find, 
that fervility and meannefs, in the end, always 
receive their juft reward — the contempt of thofe 
whom they ferve. 

Such are the republicans of the prefent day ! 
the patriots par excellence ! while the man, who 
choofes rather to ruin himfelf than Exceed the 
bounds of the Conftitution, is ftigmatized as a 
rbyalift ; the man, who voted for the death of 
the King, who has made war on Kings, who has 
contributed to the humiliation of all Kings, this 
nian is's^ royalift! This, forfooth, is evident; 
we do not attempt (fays .Bailleul, p. 2) to prove the 
exiftence of light. 

The great' principle once eftabliflied, the train 
of argument to be adopted by the reporter be- 
comes perfectly eafy. He has no occafion to 
Mtempt to prove ; it is enough for him to ftate 
fa£ls ; and as St. Juft, when accufmg his col- 
leagues" in the tribune of the National Conven- 
tion, faid, " the documents are in the hands of 
the committee;*^ fo Baileul, accufing his col^ 
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leagues in the tribune of the Council of Five- 
Hundred,- fkys, the documents are in the hands' 
of the minijters. 

^ Your committee (adds he, p. 2) would have" 
hit imperfectly conceived your wijkes^ had theyi 
directed their attention to adduce proof s orfumijk 
juflifications,* 

Excellent, Citizen Bailleul ! it h eafy to per- 
ceive the true meaning of this declaration. I 
grant that it would be * but imperfectly to con^ 
ceive the wijtes * of thofe who know that no 
proofs exift but the proofs of their own crimes, 
to fubmit fuch proofs to their infpeftion— ^o the^ 
infpe£tion of the people — to the infpeftion of all 
Europe, Thofe who, like you> afe perfeQly 
acquainted, by their own feelings, who were the 
real Fruftidorian confpirators ; thofe who trem- 
ble, even at this day, left they (hould be forced 
too clearly to contemplate that immortal vi£tory, 
that viftory in which the Conftitution- expired 
under their poignards, in which the rights of maa 
were torn in pieces by their facrilegious hands | 
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thofe men> I fay, will thaiik you for this trait 
of genius, worthy of Fouquier-Tinvilje. 

But all mankind have not, like you, or like 
them, the art of fetting themfelves above the re- 
proaches of confcience ; and, therefore, thofe of 
tjie yeprefentatives who, on that glorious day, 
paralyzed with terror, profcribed their colleague? 
in a mafs ; or, through weaknefs or impotence, 
fuffered them to be profcribed> yet fhuddering at 
their own art, and hoping that they might one 
day be relieved from the burden with which they 
'^ere overwhelmed ^ thofp men. Citizen Bailleul, 
would not have thought that you had imperfectly 
conceived their wi/hes^ or that you h^d undertaken 
an unneceffary labour, in proving to them that 
what they were then doing, if it was not ^pn^ 
ijtitutionai, was at lejift radically juft, 

Yes; I, who am far removed from the cabinet 
of minifters ; I, who am living in retirement in 
an obfcure village in the heart of Germany ; \ 
will prove to Bailleul, that the documents which 
fie fays are ' dep^Jitefl, in ' (he hands; of the mi-i 
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iiijlers^ and which he declares he has feen and 
read, hslve in faft no exiftence. I will prove to 
Bailleul, that there does exift a multitude of do- 
cuments, which eftablifti fa£ts diametrically op- 
pofite to thofe to which he has pledged* himfelf« 
I will prove to Bailleul, that he is the vileft and 
bafeft of impoftors. 

I fhall examine, fentence by fentence, what 
he has laid concerning me ; to eacH of them 
I fhall reply fucceffively. I begin with the text, 
which is literally as follows, (p. 35.) 

* Camot denies that affafftnations were <om- 
initted* 

Is il ill writing. Citizen Bailleiil, ot verbally, 
that I have denied this faft ? If it be in writing, 
the official documents muft be * m the hands of 
the minijlersy as you have before declared. Pro- 
duce thefe documents. Explain to us what kind 
of documents could prove fuch a denial; or by 
what fort of declaration any one can affert, 
that throughout France, or only, for inftance, 
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itX the South, no crime has beeti dommlttecl* 
iBut to have done with this trifling abfurdity ; — • 
J will prefently demonftrate that the official do- 
^.cuments, which aflually exift, ftate the direct 
contrary^ to be the faft. 

In the firil place, then, Y.ot; lie, when you 
aflert that all the fafts are proved by official 
documents. It is.only verballyj then, that I have 
denied this faft ? And from whom could you 
learn this, Citizen Bailleul ? From the Directory, 
no doubt, whofe afle.rtions are equally deferving 
of confidence with the official documents depo-^ 

^Jited in the hands of the mintjers. But, Citizen 
Bailleul, the Direflory give evidence here in 
their own caufe; either the Directory, there- 

"fore,mufl: acknowledge that it has been guilty 
,of a horrid outrage, or it muft maintain that 
thofe whoni it : profcribed were really criminal*. 
The Direftory is all-powerful, whereas the other 

' parties are either fugitives or in prifon* Do you 
believe they will proclaim the innocence of thefe 
men, and declare themfelves deferving of the 
moft fevere punifliment* 
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llie number of affaflinations was doubtlefs 
much exaggerated by the newfpapers, and the 
caufes of thefe affaflinations were not always 
thofe attributed to them. But fo far from having 
ever denied their exiftence, no one has been fo 
urgent as myfelf for the profecution of the affaf-^ 
fins ; no one has fo bitterly complained of thef 
glaring partiality of the tribunals ; no one has 
with fo miich warmth and eameftnefs recom- 
mended to the members of the Legiflative Body 
to place adequate means in ihe hands of the 
Direftory to put a flop to this deluge of crimes. 

The official proof s of all this. Citizen Bailleul, 
iire to be found in the letters which I wrote in 
the name of the Directory to the Generals com- 
manding in tlie interior, and which are depofited 
with the Direftory itfelf ; they are to be found in 
the teftimonies of all thofe who heard me fpeak 
on this execrable fyftem of affaflination. 

1 will, in my tum^ ftate a fa£t, which proves, 
that, far from denying thefe atrocities, I, on the 
contrary, exerted the utmoft of my power to 
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have the authors of them punlflied ; a circunr- 
ftance which would appear fingular, did we not 
know the unparalleled villany of the tyrants, o£ 
\vhom you, Bailleul, are the worthy tool:— But 
the fa£l is proved by official documents depojited 
in the hands of the minifiers I 

Afts of violence took place at Dijon and at 
Arras : in the firft of which a murder had even 
, been committed ; nor could it be doubted that 
thefe outrages were the work of the counter- 
re volutionifts. Of thefe fafts I had collefted 
numerous proofs which I imparted to the Di- 
re£lory, and alfo placed them in the hands of 
the Minifter of General Police^ with a requeft 
that he would profecute the. perpetrators. Yet, 
incredible as it may appear, I could never ob- 
tain a report on this fubjeft. Incredible as it 
may appear, I fpoke in the warmeft manner to 
the Direfto'ry no lefs than fifteen times, who never 
deigned to attend to the tufinefs ! The papers 
which I communica:ted will atteft the fa^ ; the 
deputies from the Department of the Cdte j(Of 
in particular can prove with 'wnat ardour I pro- 
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fecuted the affair of their own Deparment: 
yet all my labour was in vain ! — And why ? — 
Becaufe the Direftory were well pleafed that 
aflaffinations fliould be committed :— becaufe 
(according to their doftrine) the true remedy be- 
ing the excefs of the evil, they were defirous that 
the evil fliould be Carried to excefs. 

But thefe were, in hOi, mere pretexts for ac- 
cufations againft the members of the legiflature, 
and thofe of the Direftory whom they were re- 
folved to ruin. Above all, they feized with the 
utmoft avidity every opportunity of" direfling 
againft me that indignation which the impunity 
of crimes neceffarily produced in the Depart- 
ments where I was particularly interefted. I 
was born in the Department of the Cdte d'Or, 
and was married in that of the Pas de Calais ; 
this is the reafon I have never been able to 
obtain juftice for either the one or the other of 
thefe Departments. 
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^ He oppofe^ the difmijfion of WiUot." 

Either Willot was culpable. Citizen Bailleul, 
jor he was not. If Willot was innocent, it was 
my duty to oppofe his difmiffal : if he was guilty, 
it is not I that Ihould be accufed, but thofe very 
triumvirs who wifli to charge me with the 
crime they have themfelves committed. Did 
they not form the majority of the Direftory ? 
Could they not difinifs Willot in fpite of my in- 
dividual opinion? It follows then, either that 
the triumvirate thought, like me, that Willpt was 
not criminal, or that they were themfelves the 
accomplices of Willot. Choofe, Citizen Bailleul, 
which alternative you pleafe. How is it, thstt, 
^fter taking fix months to forge lies, you at laft 
allow fuph bungling falfehoodsto efcape you? 

Can any thing mpre abfurd be conceived, than 
three mep faying, " We formed a majority in the 
Direftbry, and we could tak^ whatever pieafur^s 
we thought proper to flop the progrefs of dif- 
prdprs 5 yet we allpwed afraffinations with- 
pyt number to bp committed, becaufe on? pf 
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ouf colleagues did not believe that aflaffinationt 
really exifted, although we were perfeftly cer* 
tain that they were perpeti-ated every day :— we 
fuffered the principal cut-throat to continue in 
place, becaufe this fame colleague of ours did not 
believe him to be an aiTaffin, although we had 
a thoufand proofs q( his criminality ?" 

'* Our colleague may have been deceived ; he 
is in an error ; confequently he is a royalift, and 
ought to be exiled. As for us^ no one has im- 
pofed xipon us j it is knowingly, and with our' 
eyes open, that we have permitted thoufands of 
affaffinations to be committed 3 thus we are only 
guilty of cowardice and cruelty ; confequently 
we are the true patriots, and ought to continue 
in the Direftory in order to bring about 
Fructidorian revolutions*^ 

Willot was fent to Marfeilles as a man of 
charafter, and qualified to keep all parties with-» 
in bounds. He had combated with fuccefs the 
rebels of -La Vendee. It will be found, even 
IB l^is letters, that he thinks Hoch^ is not 
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fufficiently fufpicious of them. He fears their 
fubmiffion may be only a feint ! that they are 
abufing the indulgence of government ; and that 
they will t^lffi advantage of the firft favourable 
opportunity tp renew their plots and confpira- 
ciejs. 

In a ftiort time, however, we received contra- 
didlory reports from Marf^ijles relative to the con- 
duct of Willot ; tho(e who propagated them, call 
themfelves true patriots, and treat all their adver- 
ferie* as robbers and ^^ffaffins ; fome as the agents 
of ai:i.archy, others ^s the advocates of royalifm. 

Barras propofed the difmiffal of Willot. But 
what frieijd^, what correfpondents could Barras 
have at Marfeilles ? Probably thofe who, during 
his miffion with Frerpn, fuggefted to him fo 
many dilapidations, fo many maffacres, fo many 
fceaes of hprror; the authorities recently con- 
.ftituted by this fame Freron in his fecond 
miffion ; by this difciple, this co-adjutor, of 
Marat, who boafts of having compofed the 
m^ft virulent articles of his bloody pages j and 
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who even, aftfer the ninth of Therihidor, con- 
tinued to invoke him as his tutelary divinity. 

I oppofed the removal of Willot until far* 
ther examinations were made. The other mem- 
bers x>f the Diteftory did the feme. This is evi- 
dent ; fince, if they had thought with 'B^uras, 
they would have been a majority, and Willot 
would have been difrtiiflfed. Thefe are the 
wretches who accule me now of having oppofed 
WiUot's difmiffal ! 

In ttie Departments of the South was a 
naito, named Cadet, who was in the confidence 
of the IMireaory. It was agreed to refer the 
bufinefs to him ; he was ordered immediately 
to repair to Marfeilles, and tranfmit an exa£t 
and pdfitive account of the conduft of Willot. 
Cadet wrote that Willot conduced himfelf very 
well; that he^ difplayed much energy and impar- 
tialityi, aad that his conduct was abfolutely irre- 
pmachatfle, Willot was unanimouffy continued 
atMarfdlies, and Barras himfelf daied ribt to 
vote agahifi him. 



Digitized 



byGox3gIe 



t 16 ] 

In the mean while complaints were mzde 
againft Moynat-d'Auxon, who commanded at 
Toulon. The Direftory ordered Cadet to pro- 
ceed to Toulon, and fend them an account of 
the condufl of Moynat. Cadet returned for 
anfwer, that Moynat was unfit for the conunandj 
and that he leaned to ariftocracy. I immediate- 
ly propofed the removal of Moynat ; and, taking 
a pen, drew up the. decree myfelf. The Secre- 
tary-General can and ought to atteft this fa6t, 

• 

The deliberations of the Direftory were re- 
corded in the journals, and' the letters of Cadet 
are among the official papers depofited in the 
offices. Are you fatisfied now. Citizen Bail- 
leul? . 

But there exift other official documents with 
refpeft to Willot. I mean, the letters I wrote 
to him in the name of the Executive Dire£tory 5 
and that which I addreffed to him in my own 
private capacity, after his taking his feat in the 
Legiflative Body. All thefe letters formally prove 
the reverfe of what you advance. The laft of 
6 
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them contains bitter reprdaches oh the ftep he 
tDok in the Council of Five Hundred. The Di- 
reftory got poffeflion of this minute, by putting 
their feal upon my papers : and what illuftrates 
the good faith that governs both them and you; 
Citizen Bstilleul, who fay yoii have coUefted all 
the documents, is, that you not only oniit to 
mention this minute, which would confound your 
impofture, but that you even dare to advance aS 
a fa£tj the direft contrary of what is fubftan- 
tially proved by that letter. AfTuredly, when 
every thing that was dear to me, when even my 
family papers fell into the hands of the tyrants^ 
it cannot be afferted, that I only left thofe let- 
ters which I was willing fliould be read. Do 
there exift. in any part of the RepubHc, or elfe- 
where, any letters of mine written in a different 
flyle? I challenge all thofe who have any fuch in 
their poffeflion to fend them to the Executive 
Direftory. 

Not only my letter to Willot mult have been 
found among my papers, but all my private 
correfpondence with Bonaparte ; all my official 
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correfpondence with the Generals during the 
campaig^i of 1793 and ITP^j all my private 
letters to- different reprefentatives of the people 
from the opening of the laft feffion. It can be 
eafily (een^ whether I have varied in my prin- 
ciples ; whether the language I held under the 
revolutionary government contradicts that which 
I held under the conftitutional government ^ 
^vhether it is not uniformly that of the moft ar- 
dent civifm, combined with the deepeft fenfe of 
humanity, and the pureft morality. Thefe papers 
contain the heft anfwers that can be given both 
to thofe who wilhed to implicate me in the con- 
fpiracy of Robefpierre, and to thofe who have 
included me in the Fruftidorian profcription- 
I {hall, one day, perhaps, be accuf^d of having 
even participated in the new tyranny itfelf! 

When Willot was elefted into the Legiflative 
Body, it was thought the beft meafure to purfue, 
was to order Bonaparte to replace him, by 
fending to Marfeilles any of the Generals, in 
the Army of Italy, he thought beft qualified to 
execute that delicate and important commiffion, 
9 
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Bonaparte fent Sahuguet, and prefently the fame 
reproaches were laviflied on Sahuguet, as had 
been lavifhed on Willot: and thus. Citizen 
Bailleul, you have an accufation prepared for 
Bonaparte whenever oecafion fhall require, 

* Though once an implacable enemy to Pichegru, 
yet now he has taken his feat in the Legijlative 
Body, he has daily intemeius with him privately 
and confidentially . * ^ 

I have never been either the friend or the 
enemy of Pichegru. I have never been either 
the perfonal friend or the perfonal enemy of any 
of the Commanders in Chief in the fervice of 
the Republic. I have efteemed and cultivated 
the friendlhip of thofe Who were able and fkilful 
officers, and I have contributed a^ much as I 
could to employ them, while I endeavoured to 
remove fuch as were unfortunate, without giving 
them any perfonal pain or offence, 

My confidence in Pichegru began to diminifh, 
when his conduft gaye birth to doubts in my 
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mind, relative to the firmnefs of his principles. 
Reubel alfo ftated fome fafts to the Diredlory, 
which increafed my^ fufpicions. As Pichegru, 
therefore, had thrice offered to retire, I propofed 
at laft to' accept of hi^^ refignation. Pichegru 
was no longer employed, but came to Paris, 
where he complained bitterly, and fajd, that 
* he had not expreffly offered his refignation, but 
had only demanded leave of abfence. Great 
pains were. now taken to irritate him againft m^. 
He was really my enemy, but I was npt^his, 
The fame newfpapers- that now defcribe me as 
his accomplice, then imputed his retreat to me as 
a crime. It was even pretended that he was 
ftarving, and that he was obliged to maintain 
himfelf by keeping the Diligences at Vefoul. On 
my fuggeftion, however, the Dire£tory continued 
his pay as General of Divifjon. 

When Pichegru appeared in the Legiflative 

' Body, I was defirous of being beforehand 

with him, and paid him a vifit. I did the 

fame with Jourdan. I was accompanied by two 

. general officers, and we converfed feveral hours 
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on the fituation of political affairs, and the ne«* 
cejflity of re-eftablifhing harmony between the 
chief conftituted authorities, Pichegru fpoke 
-with niQre fhrewdnefs than I had imagined 
him to pofTefs, for I fcarcely^knew him, except 
through the medium of his miKtary talents; 
and they do not always infer that cultiva- 
tion of mind which is the offspring of a liberal 
education ; and, in the few opportunities I had 
of feeing him, he had always appeared veiy re^ 
ferved and filent. When we left him, one of the 
g-eneral officers faid to mp, ** I am not pleafed 
^' with Pichegru; I do not think, him fincere:" 
I fufpe£l (faid I) it is becaufe, he is no 
longer Commander in Chief of the Army of the 
Rhine. 

I was defirous, however, of drying up the 
fource of every animofity, and of preventing the 
revival of thofe factions that had fo long torn 
the bofdm of the Republic ; I therefore invited 
to dinner the general officers, who were deputed 
to the Legiflative Body, particularly Pichegru 
and Jourdan, whom I wifhed to reconcile. — 
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JquTdan came, but Pichegni flaid away, al- 
though he had promifed. — ^Since that time, I 
Invited him again, for I was defirons of knoww 
ing the real ftate pf his mind ; but, as he con* 
ftantly made excufes, I at length defifted from 
rqjcating my invitations. 

He waited on me, however, one evening, to* 
gether with eight or ten others of the repre- 
fentatives of the people ; but they only came by 
accident, and did not ftay above two or three 
minutes in my garden, where I received them, 
Pichegru did not once fpeak to me, nor did I 
addrefs myfelf to him, 

Thefe were the only occafions on which I 
have feen Pichegru fmce his admiffion into the 
I-*egiflative Body; this is what Bailleul calls 
having daily interviews with him privately 
and confidentially; but if they were fo, how 
did Bailleul become acquainted with our 
meetings? How could he be fure of them? 
Is tliis alfo proved by official pHpers in tlw 
hands of the minijien f Let him name the 
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places where I met Pichegru^ the hou&s where 
we were together, and the perfons who have 
feen us. Have the numerous fentinels of die 
Luxembourg ever feen him? Have the porters, 
the fervants, the fpies of the little Reveill^re, 
who lived in the fame ftaircafe with myfelf, 
ever feen him ? 

And as I have not received him at my 
own apartments, neither have I feen him elfe- 
where 5 for, during the whole duration of my 
diftatorial funftions, I did not go out a dozen 
times, except with fome part of my family— 
unlefs, indeed, my wife, my fifter, my children, 
my domeftics, are all fuppofed to be the accom- 
plices of my fecret, confidential interviews with 
Pichegru ! 

The affertion I am now difproving is the moll 
important of them all. Even fuppofing Pichegru 
was guilty, I might have been deceived in him, 
and feen him without fufpicion. But who would^ 
have exculpated me from the prejudice which 
would r«fult from it ? What an abyfs of calumny^ 
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isiathe accufation! What monsters ar£ 
THESE triumvirs! What a degraded being 
isthisj. Ch. BaiUeul!' 

A few days previous to the cataftrpphe of the 
18th Fruftidor, the female citizen Eble, fifter of 
the celebrated General of artillery^ came to my 
apartments. " Is it then certain. Citizen Carnot, 
(faid Ihe) that Pichegru will defertthe patriots?" 
I know nothing of it, I replied, but his condu6i 
is by no means calculated to infpire confidence- 
— *^ I am determined (replied (he) to go and fee 
him. I am determined to read his heart in his 
countenance, and know the real ftate of his 
mind/* I approved her determination, and fhe 
returned two or three days after, faying, " No, 
Pichegru does not defert us. He alks what he 
ftiall do to prove that he does not abandon the 
caufe of the patriots.'/ Pichegru, replied I, 
muft afcend the tribune of the Council of Five 
Hundred, and there declare himfelf in a man- 
ner that will leave no doubt what his real fenti- 
ments are, and Itrike terror into the confpirators 
of the counter-revolution. His actions muft 
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coirefpdnd with his words, ^nd in*. li^u of feed- 
ing criminal hopes, by an ambiguity of Qondu6ty 
he muft at length rally all the defenders of li- 
berty around -the national ftandard* This, faid I, 
is the only part that is becoming the charafter 
of Pichegru^ and in doing this there is no tirae 
to lofe. 

The female citizen Eble told me flie would 
inftantly communicate to him my advice/ But 
this happened, I believe, on the 16th FruSidor, 
and I never faw her afterwards. She may be 
confulted relative to the fa£t, and I have no fear 
of her refufing to bear an authentic teftimony to 
the truth. 

Let us hope th^ Legiflative Body of the greSit 
nation will one day be fi^kiently free^ to dare 
itiodeftly to demand, of our dcmi-gods, whs^' 
proofs they can adduce, that the viftim^ who 
efcaped their murderous knife, in the night 
between the 'T7th and i 8th Fruftidor, had daily 
interviewsiwith Hchegru, ' 
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t am far froija wifliing to decide whethef 
Pichegru was or was not guilty ; guilty he cer-* 
tainly was, if a hundredth part of what is faid 
of him in the Committed's Report is true. But 
"^hen I demdnftrate that, with regard to all thef 
fafls that are thoroughly khtfwn to me^ this Re- 
port has violently diftorted the truth with the 
utmoft degree of impudence and perfidy, it is 
furely allowable to fiippofe they have not treated 
it with more refpeft in what relates to others, 
when We behold them carrying their'iftjuftice fo 
fyx as to depreciate the fervices of Pichegru, as 
commander in chief of the Army of the North, 
tmd reduce them to nothing, merely left the world 
ihould place thefe fervices in the fcale againft the 
crimes with which they accufe him. 

if Pichegru Is innoceht, the fame infctiptioil 
may be put upon his tomb as ofir that of Scipio, 
which ftill exifts in the vicinity of Naples - 

'' Ingrata palria ! ne^oe o^ A&ea habebis/' 

* A declared advocate of kit^s, ke -etelaimed, 
Uihen the Bepublkan directors tMfk fuch prop^ 
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fiih for peace as were kmourable to France, 
you are desi^ous^ then, to oppubss the 
Emperor/ 

Was I the advocate of kings, when X voted 
for the death of the King of France, and made 
every other king tremble upon bis throne? — 
And you, Bailleul, how did you figpaliz^ your«> 
felf in this celebrated ftruggle, while th? refult 
was dpvbtful ? Afk thefe kings which they 
love^ beft, an ^dvoffzie lik^ me, or a valet like 
yotfrfelf ? 

* Republican directors ! ' I know of non© 
fuch among the triumvirs •— I know only of af- 
faflins of thp Republic and of the Confl;itu- 

tution, 

* ffpnourable propofals ! * Where are they ? 
Can any thing honourable be propofed by men 
deftitute of every principle of honour and qf 
julUce ? Does not truth itfelf become falfehoqd 
when it paffes through their corrupted organs? 
Would not honour itfelf, could it approach tl^em, 
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he tdrnifti^d by their infefted breath ? would it 
not iexpire on their gangrened lips ? 

If it was I who prevented the adoption of 
their honotirable propefalsy they ought to have 
renewed them when I ceafed to be a member 
of the Difeftory; they ought to have explained 
their new conditions, in the Treaty of Campo 
J'ormio. But where are thefe condition ? In 
What refpeft is the Emperor more oppreffed by 
this Treaty than by that of Leoben ? The 
Treaty of Campo Formio is not even fo favour^ 
able as that of Leoben, as I fhall prefently de- 
monftrate. 

It was in their power to bave concluded the 
peace five months earlier, on the conditions that 
have been adopted ; and it was becaufe I was 
defirous it flipuld be concluded immediately, it 
was t^ecaufe I was unwilling that hpftilities 
fhould be renewed, or that they fhould place the 
Republic in new dilemmas and difficulties (as I 
ynyfelf wrote to Bonaparte), that they faid I was 
fearful of their opprefling the Emperor. 
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Will they talk pf the furrendcr of Mentz } 
Byit it was I who propofed not to evacuate 
l^alma-nova, till the Emperor had retired from 
Mentz^ and from the whole right bank of the 
^hine. It was I who wrote various letters bi 
Bonaparte on this fijbjeft. Our Bepublican di^ 
rectors paid it no attention whatever. 

* You ARE DESIROUS, TH]p:N, TO OPPRESS 

THE Emperor/ 

Thefe are not my words^ BaiUeul ^ no ; I faid 
to thefe political Quixotes, ^' You are not, then, 
^* defirous of peace with the Emperor. If your 
^^ conditions are fo ppprejive to him, that it is 
'^ imppffible for him to accept them without 
'^ evidently incurring his own deftrwiftion, yon 
•^^ had better frankly declare that you mean to 
*^ refume hoftilities, and are refolved on a w^ 
f of extermination." At thefe words,/ Reveil- 
Jiere leaped upon his feat, and faid he knew not 
whether he ought n,ot to break up the fitting. 
I obferved to Reveilli^re, that I only repeated 
what Bonaparte had frequently written, that no 
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peace could be permanent, the conditions of 
which were intolerable to the vanquifhed party i 
that, otherwife, a leven of irritation would re- 
main, which fooner or later would produce a 
htal explo£on. This explanation feemed to pa- 
cify the acrimonious vippr, who coiled himfelf 
again on his chair. 

In this place I muft unveil the atrocious per^ 
fJdy, of thefe three mifcreants, — Bonafartk 

WAS i^ER ODIOUS TO THEM, AND THEY NE- 
VER LOl^T SIGHT OF THEIR DETERMINATION 

TO DESTROY 9IM, From this accufation I do 
not even except Barras; the gnafliing of his 
teeth, wheu that General fent Sahuguet to Maiv 
feilles, his eVclamations againft the preliminaries 
pf t^oben, his grofs and calumnious farcafms 
on a perfon who muft be dear to Bonaparte, 
prove the blacknefs of his inmoft thoughts. This 
man, under an outfide of pretended levity, con- 
peals the ferocity of a Caligula^ 

It Js not true that it was he who firft propofed 
the appointment of Bonaparte to the commax\d 
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^ the Army of Italy ; it was I who ]p:opofed 
him. But on this point they have waited till 
time fhould (how how he would fucceed 5 and it 
was only among the intimate friends of Barras 
diat he boafted of having been the original pro* 
pofer of him to the Diredory. Had Bonaparte 
foiled^ it was I alone that was to bear the blame^ 
for having recommended to that command an ' 
inexperienced youth and an intriguer ; I fliould 
then have been the evident beterayer of my coun- 
try. The others took no Chare in the copdu£l of 
the war ; it was on me that all the refppfibili^ 
would have fallen. But Bonaparte was trium- 
phant; and, from that moment, it was Barras 
who caufed him to be appointed, and to him 
alone was due all the praife. He was his pro^ 
teftor, his defender againft my attacks; while 
I was jealous of Bonaparte, crofled him in all 
his plans, perfecuted him, flandered him, re- 
fufed him the neceffary fuccours^. and was evi- 
dently refolved to ruin him ! Such are the filthy 
excrements of falfehood with which, from time 
to timci the journals In the pay of Barras are 
filled. 
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' Some, ft is "true, there were, who were defifoiis 
of ruinmg Bonaparte; I allude to the famous 
tiiumvirate, who wefe continually trembling left 
they fliould be deprived 6f their authority and 
power; The afcendency which that General had 
acquired, through his innumerable vidbries, be- 
gan to goad and torment them. While they 
Attempted to ruin Bohaparfe, I was alfo t6 be 
involved in the confequences ; and thus the tri- 
umvirate would get rid of two of their enemies 
it once. Theii it was evident that I was th6 
iecret rival of the Hero of Italy, whofe fall 
I had prepared ! My fentence would have been 
fpeedily ptonounced ; and they would haVe then 
performed the obfequics of Bonaparte as magni- 
ficently as they did thofe of General Hoche. 

But it will be' anfwered, that 1 ought in my 
turn to prove my affertions. This would be per- 
feftly eafy, if^ like Bailleul, I had ' the official 
papers in the hands of the minijlers ' at my dif- 
pofal. Nor will it by any means be impoffible, 
though living in retirement in an obfcure village 
of Germany. 

9 * 
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Bonaparte, as that General well remembers, 
had jfuggefted, that it would be expedient to di- 
minifh the number of our enemies, by conclud- 
ing treaties of peaces with ibme of them. He 
recommended that we fhould treat with the King 
of Sardinia, and ftill mote particularly with the 
King of Naples. Reubel was appointed to con- 
duGt die diplomatic Department, as I was that 
of the war. What did he do in con^quence o{ 
Ae eameft requeft of Bonaparte? — Nothing. 
What did I iky? Nothing ! Yes, he raifed iimu* 
merable paultry difficulties relative to the Treaty 
of Piedmont, and abf6lutely refufed to treat with 
Naples. It was I who, fatigued with thefe af- 
feSed delays, of' which I clearly perceived the 
obje£i:,'tranfa£ted alone (except a few obferva- 
tions of Charles de la Croix) the Treaty with 
Sardinia, which, I believe, is by no means th& 
worfl. It was I, too, who fet that of Naples on 
foot ; and, being unable to procure a ferieus de- 
liberation on this fubjefl: at the Direftory, called 
a meeting of fome of its members to draw up 
the articles of the Treaty, 
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This meeting took place the fame eveiiitig be- 
tween Le Toumeur, La Rcvellierc, and myfelf> 
at the refidence of the latter. Had Barras beeti 
a friend to Bonaparte, knowing as he did the 
wilhes of that General, that we Ihould treat im- 
mediately, he would have attended this meeting, 
in order to accelerate its bbjefl:. But on the 
contrary, he abfented himfelf, and Reubel ftayed 
at home to meditate hew expedientsand eva- 
fions for the enfuing day. The Treaty, how- 
ever, was drawn up in a fingle evening, and 
the next day, notwithftanding the accuftomed 
apathy of Barras; notwithftanding his difdainful 
air, which fhame prevented him from mani- 
fefting by a direft refufal ; notwithftanding the 
oppofition of Reubel ; notwithftanding his fa- 
vourite cry of, ' honourable condiiioiiSy and his 
pofitive declaration that he would not fign the 
Treaty, it was, as it were, wrefted from them by 
force, and inftantly concluded. 

This, I am of opinion, was the grcateft fer- 
vice it was poflible for me to render my 
country, in the circumftances which we were 
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then placed. But this infringement on the di- 
plomatic province of Reubel, which the fitua* 
tion of affairs rendered indifpenfably neceffary, 
was an affront never to be forgiven by that de- 
ceitful and vindictive ftatefman. 

Although the coUeftive force of the enemieg 

oppofed to Bonaparte was thus confiderably di* 

minithed^ and although he had now his flanks 

and his rear free from annoyance^ yet he had 

not fufficient forces to procure him any decifive 

advantages over the Emperor. He demanded a 

fuccour of 15,000 men; I formed a plan for 

fending him 3O3OOO, The neceffary orders were 

immediately communicated to the army of the 

Rhine and Mofelle, and to that of the Sambre 

add Meufe, to detach without delay, and as fe. 

cretly as poffible, 1$,00Q men each to join the 

army of Italy, filing off under various pretexts 

along the frontiers of Switzerland, It was a 

fitnilar movement of 40,000 men, detached from 

the army of the Mofelle towards the Meufe, 

under the orders of Jourdan, at the moment 

when they were expefted to march towards the 

F 2 
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Rhine, that decided, in the year 179S, the fete of 
that famous campaign, 

The 30,000 men, deftined for the army of 
Italy, wer^ to be at firft detached from the army 
of the Rhine and Mofelle, and then one-half 
the number replaced from that of the Sambre 
and Meufe, Never were orders more pun£tually 
or more faithfully executed. Moreau, who fore^ 
<aw the poffibility of an arrangement of that 
pature, had long held a body of troops in re^ 
ferve for that purpofe; and although his army 
was in a worfe condition than the other, he- 
caufe it could not like that live at the expences 
of the enemy, and the ^poverty of the finances 
prevented any relief being given to their neceffi- 
ties, yet he made fomc facriiices, in order that 
the corps de refeive might be tolerably well 
equipped, and ready to depart at the firft fignal. 
The fignal was given, and the troops marched 
and arrived on the frontiers of Montblanc, be- 
fore the enemy could fufpeft they were deftined 
for the army of Jtaly, 
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OMorcau! O beloved Fabius of France! hoi;^ 
great didft thou appear in this glorious tranfao 
tion ! how fuperior wert thou to thofe petty rival"> 
Ihips that fometimes caufe the beft concerted 
projefts to mifcarry ! Let men accufe thee, on 
the one hand, of not having denounced Piche^ 
gru, mid on the other for denouncing him; all 
I know is, that my heart whifpew me, that Mo- 
XtdM cannot be guilty. Yes, my heart proclaims^ 
thee a true hero. Yes, pofterity will be more 
juft than thy cotemporaries, and will ereft altars 
to thy memory, 

* Even the political exijtence of the Pope was 
dear to him.* 

It is moft probable, iince Bailleul does hot 
fay 'any thing that is not ^fapported by, official 
papers in the hands of the minifterSj that there 
rauft have been found, among thofe papers', a 
correfpondence between Pius VI. and myfelf^ 
which muft have been intercepted ! Why then 
does not Bailleiil amufe the public with fom? 
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extrafils from this correfpondence ? The Pope, 
no doubt, muft have fent me fome relics and 
plenary indulgences to bring me over to his 
inteyefts, and thefe muft have been feized when 
the fcals were put iipon my papers ! 

The little Reveill^re was in fafty^ much afraid 
of the Pope that he continually fancied he faw him 
purfuing him, and holding up his fingeis to give 
him his benediftion. The Vicar of Chrift was 
a dangerous rival to a man who was alfo defir- 
ous of becoming the head of a fe6t. One night 
Reveill^re formed the defign of becoming a 
Great Man, We ought never to refift infpira- 
tions from above — ^but how was fo laudable an 
objeft to be attained ? After deep confideration, 
Reveill^re determined to begome one of the 
Theophil^nthropifts, This, it is true, might *h^ 
confidered as a n^w road to the temple of Fame, 
although it had already been tried by feveraK 
But we fliould recoUcft, that although Sir Ifaac 
Kewton WAS not the original difcoverer of the 
principle of gravity, he. is nevefthelefs cpnfidereci 
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as the author of the fyftem of attraEUon, be- 
caufe it was he who difcovered its laws, 4nd 
fixed its proportions. 

Reveili^re then, who difbelieves the exiftenc^ 
of a God, and pafles his life in tormenting 
mankind, enrolled himfelf among thofe who 
ptt)feired to be worlhippers of the Supreme 
Being and benefa£tors of the human race; and 
dreaming that he was already the founder of a 
new religion, that he was another Mahomet, he 
immediately fet about compofing his Koran. 
This work, to produce which he tortured all 
his mental powers during feveral months (not 
having, like his predeceffor, a pigeon to whifper 
in his ears), fhows the exa£t extent of his capa* 
city. This chef d'osuvre was read to the National 
Inftitute, and nothing but the high dignity of 
the author reftrained the laughter of the audi- 
ence, who pinched and tormented thenifelves to, 
avoid fleeping. But,. alas! they were not der 
lighted as they ought to have been at hearing 
this work : it was too profound to be intelligible 
to the members of the Inftitute. He receive^ . 
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no cbmpHments^ and the journals evieh fofgot 
to notice it. Reveill^re was flung to the foul 
at this negleft, and from that moment became 
captions, peevifti, and a planner of new revo- 
lutions : unable to be a Mahomet, he now re- 
folved to be a Cid. 

The Catholic religion in particular becaftie 
the objeft of his Theophilanthropic rage : and 
all who laughed at the name, of Theophilan- 
thropift, all who thought of the Theophilan- 
thropifts as Cicero did of the Arufpices, were 
confidered by Reveillere as furious Papifts. I 
had the mortification to be no admirer of the 
dogmas of this new feft, though I did not abfo- 
lutely ridicule them. Univerfal toleration is the 
only 4iognaa i profefs. I think the balance is 
neariy equal between the good arifing from fin- 
cere religion, and the evil from its abufes 5 I 
abhor liaaaticjj^, and am of opinion that the 
fanati^ifm of irreligion, which was brought into 
:£si&ioii bjp the Marats and the Peres Duchim^ 
is ^e moft baneful of all. In a word, I think 
ure ought not to put men to death to make 
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fliem believe, nor to prevent their believing, 
but that we ought to jJity the weaknefles of 
others, fince each of us has fome of his own, 
and lelave prejudices to wear themfelves out by 
time, when we cannot overcome them ky rea- 
fon« 

I am nearly of the fome! opinion with regard 
to the liberty of the prefs. The abufe of that 
liberty is, no doubt, a great evil, but an attempt 
to fix its limits is a Hill greater. I am 
of opinioii tiiaC thelicentioufnefs of the prefs 
produces in time its own itemedy j that there is 
neither civil nor political liberty wherever the 
prefs is not free; that we muft unavoidably either 
fubmit to an arbitrary government, or endure 
the editors of newfpapers. Yet no one has 
been more the vi£tim of their calumnies than 
myfelf. 

* - 

Such is my creed on thefe two important 

points; erroneous perhaps in its theory, but 

furely it may be maintained without incurring 

criminality. I have often declared it to the 

G 
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Dircftory, but to them it is an . unintelligible 
language : it might with equal hope of fuccefs 
b^ propofed to the Grand Signor to throvr open 
his feraglio to all the youth of Conftantinople. 
Our republican Diredors wifh France to be 
under the dominion of a political inquifition^ 
and to become a vaft living tomb, refembling 
the prifons of Genoa, on the gates of which 
was infcribed, as it were in deriiion, the word 
Libertas. 

But to return to the Pope. Reveill^re, who 
believes that whoever is not a Theophilanthro- 
pift muft necefTarily be a Catholic and ought to 
be crucified, thought he beheld in me a ftaunch 
friend of the court of Rome. I had beftowed 
muth praife on Bonaparte for having difdained 
the empty glory of marching againft that city^ 
in order to attack a more dangerous enemy, 
the defeat of whom muft neceff^rily caufe the 
fall of Rome and of all the ftates of Italy. 
The Theophilanthropift, on the contrary, wa^ 
defirous that the army Ihould march direflly to 
the Capitol, and chant a hymn over the tomb 
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of Ae Gracchi. To him the carrying oflF 
the wonn-eaten Virgin of Loretto appeared a 
far more ipiportant YiGtorj than the bearing away 
in triumph the ftandards of the batallion of 
Vienna. 

I might have renounced both Jefus Chrift 
and the Pope a hundred times a day, yet it 
would have been impofiible to perfuade Re- 
veillere but that I was one of' the moft rigid of 
Catholics. Great men have (bmetimes certain 
moral diforders of which it is extremely difficult 
to cure them : Pafcal fancied himfelf conftantly 
plunged up to the navel in a river. Reveill^e 
continually fancies himfelf in a veflel of holy 
water. But we ought to forgive this weaknefs^ 
in confideration of the memorable fervices he 
has rendered to his country. He is one of our 
faviours, and all who behold this ^^ lamb withf^ 
out blemifh '' fhould exclaim with the Italian 
preacher, Ecco it vera poUcineUo I 

* He was for converting all our conquers into 
Separate kingdoms^ and the creation of a kingdom 

G 2 



Digitized 



by Google 



[ 44 ] 
of Lombard]/ particularly flattered his imagina- 
tion s and Barthetemjf Jhowedy hy the moft flgn> 
Jicant iiods^ how much tfyis fyftem pkaftd hiju^ 

My memory is fo treacherous, on this occar 
fion» that I fhould have been glad if BaiUeu} 
had proved this faft, by citing fbme paiTages 
from ' the official papers in the hands of the mi-^ 
nijters^ by which, as he has declared, all the fafls 
advanced by him are confirmed. It feems that 
on this point I have not referved my plans in 
petto, but that I have explicitly propofed them 
to the Direftory. 1 muft have fiilly explained 
my fyftem>fmce Barthelemy expreffed his appro- 
bation by ^flgnificant fwds.^ Could no traces of 
all this be found in the journals of the Direftbry, 
and the proc^s-verbaux of their fittings, where 
every thing of importance that paflfes is taken 
down ? Each member has a right, according to 
the Conftitution, to record his opinion on thg 
journals ; and ^is is very frequently dope. 

The Direftory, who, according to the exppef- 
flpn of Surras in his fpeech tp Bonaparte, had 
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* Smgf ^c& premeditated in its wifdonC the immor^ 
tal viftory of the 18th Fmftidor, had now a veiy 
fine opportunity of €onvi£tmg me of royalifni^ 
and of preparin^^ an a€t of apcufation agamft me 
which I xould not have rebutted, when the 
great day fliould come^ by infcribing in the 
proch^erbal tiie Sundering anfwer each of 
the members muft have made to me, when I 
had the bafenefs to propofe the converfion of all 
our conquefts into fo many kingdoms. 

What fay you to this, Bailleul? Confeft 
th^t it is an unpardonable omiflion. This is 
really a blunder, and the mpft fkilfiil men fome^ 
times conunit them. I have, however, al- 
ready obferved to you, Bailleul, that you took 
full fix months to give a femblance of truth to 
your lies j but, for want of thefe precious docu^ 
ments, which would have thrown fo much light 
on the fecret fprings of the confpiracy, I am ob- 
liged to have recourfe to the repofitory of my 
memory for the grounds on which the triumvirates 
We built this impertiijent falfehood i at length, 
9 
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I think, I have dlfcovered a flender chie that 
leads to It« Here it i$) 

I recommended giving to the Duke of Parma 
fome porticHis of the Papal temtories, (notwith- 
ftanding my aflfe6tioh for his holinefs), and part 
of thofe of Modena in exchange for Louiiiana and 
Fk>rida3 which the King of Spain was to have 
ceded to us for the iake of procuring a more con« 
fiderable eftablilhment for the Infant, In this I 
perceived two advantages^ 1ft, The advantage, 
not of creating a* new republic in Europe, but, 
on the contrary, of republimnhing a fine exten- 
five tract of country in Ameiica^ which would 
hme given usfo great an influence aver th^ United 
States^ and of which the blunderers, qr the 
traitors, who negotiated the Treaty with Spain 
did not procure the ceffion, although it was per- 
feftly eafy to be obtained, 2d, That of oppofing 
a ftronger barrier to the Emperor in Italy th^n 
the Cifalpine Republic alone ; for the King of 
Spain being thereby powerfully interefted in the 
proteftion of that country, would have been an 
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important coimterpoife to the Houfe of Auftria^ 
Add to this, it Would have been a farther meand 
of fecuring the continuance of peace, and 
of the alliance of the French Republic with 
Spain: for then, Spain would have felt the Want 
of us to aflift her in oppofing the Emperor in 
Italy; and had fhe been inclined to declare war» 
fhe would have been expofed to be attacked by 
us in two places at once. This, then, wa» the 
beft pledge we could receive of. a permanent 
alliance with Spain. But the penetrating eye of 
the triumvirate immediately difcovered, that the 
true objeft was to revive the kingdom of Lorn- 
bardy ; and the dread of this imaginary kingdom 
prevented them from aggrandizing die Republic 
with an immenfe territory now ufelefs and even 
prejudicial to Spain, and from holding out their 
helping hand to thofe Frenchmen who have fo 
long been panting for a re-union with their true 
mother-country— much to the honour of our re-* 
publican directors! 

As to that multitu4e of petty kingdoms with 
which (like fo many planets) I was defirous of 
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futTOundmg the fun of the Republic^ ^though 
this is paiticularljr calculated to flatter the ima- 
gination^ I confefs I have not the fmalleft recoU 
le£tion of it whatever; but» I promife Bailleul, 
to anfwer him on this poitit as foon as he ihall 
produce the ojficialpapers^ which are in the hands 
of the minifters. 

The fignifibant hbds of Barthelenly are alfoi 
no doubti among the official papers in the hands 
of the nunifterSf and Bailleul will one . day tell 
us in what fliape they appear there. Poor Bar- 
thekmy would be extremely aftoniflied were it 
announced to him> on the bed of ftraw where his 
infirmities repofe in a country of fayages» that he 
was fent thither for his Jignificant nods vihtn I 
propofed the creation of kingdoms^ ^* Alas !*' 
he would fay, ** I thought I had never Heard 
my colleague Cambt talk c^ kingdoms but to 
deftroy them* Let me, I befeech you, die in 
peace among thefe good people who are far lefs 
deferving the name of favages than yourfelves. 
Go, depart from thefe' huts into which corrup- 
tion has never yet found its way. Is it poffible 
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that .any government fhould be reduced to the 
Deceffity of juftifying its afts of cruelty, by re- 
tuning to fuch bafe artifices^ fuch barefaced 

lies ? '* 

I have now exhaufted the article of the text 
relative to myfelf in the Report of fiailleuj. I 
proceed to the note (p. 52 and 53). Here, na 
doubt^ the grand fecrets will all be divulged; 

* It was not merely bjf fupporting the caufe of 
Aujlriay and faying it was intended to opprefs 
hdr, that Garnot betrayed the fyjtem he was fe- 
cretly purfuing in order to overthrow the Me^ 
public ! ' 

' When the affairs qf Holland were under dif 
cuJio7is when the plan of the treaty was digejiing^ 
wherein it was intended faithfully to perform the 
promife made to that new republic, not tofeparate 
our interefts from hers; when the means zvere 
under corifiderationy by which that country might 
hrdcuedfrom the convulfions with which it was 
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equally threatened by the Stadthelderians and tht 
Andrchijts; when meafures were fought for by which 
u govetnment might be ejtablifhed in that country j 
and its liberty fecured^ Camot mdintained thai Hot- 
land muft be facrificed^ that we ought to be indiffe- 
rent to herfatCy and that we ought not to make our- 
f elves uneafyfhould England keepfome of her fettle- 
' mentSi Let thent fights faid he^ * as long as they 
willj to uSy that will bd rio great difadvantage.'* 

Whence, BaiUeul, did you get all thefe fine 
things? not from the official papers in the hands 
of the minijlers: for words ate not placed in the 
hands of the minifters, and, particularly, words 
fpoken in the fittings of the Dire£tory ; you muft, 
then, have received them from our auguft direc- 
tors, whofe veracity they fully demonftrate. It 
is curious to hear a Reubel talk of fidelity; it fs 
Curious to hear the triumvirat^e unfold their prin- 
ciples of morality, and accufe him of violating 
Its precepts -who has been ruined merely by his 
adherence to principle and to the lawsy and be- 
caufe lie would not employ any other arms-thati 
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principle and the laws^ againft men who ad* 
vanced to the combat with all the weapons of 
Machiavelifm and of crimes. 

But you yoijrfelf, Bailleul, you who are their 
faithful interpreter, do you not (in p. 47) de- 
liver their profeflion of feith and your own, when 
you fay to the Legiflative Body, * / repeat ity Let 
us banijh thefe abfurd thecnies of pretended prin* 
ciples, thefe Jlupid innovations of the Conftitution?^ 
The whole of your own fyftem, and that of 
your heroes, is comprifed in thefe few words : — * 
Principle is only fit for fools j-*- the Conftitution 
is only fit for fools 5 '— honour and fidelity to our 
engagements are only fit for fools j^- there is 
no fuch thing as right, but for him who is 
the ftrongeft;— all other theories of pretended 
principles are abfurd, and he who appeals to 
them is a do][t ! 

Have not the events of the 18th Fruftidor de» 

monftrated this ? And, befides, it is needlefs to 

prove the exigence of light. All the annals of an* 

tiquity are in favour of the fyftem of Bailleul I 
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The ftupid Ariftijies was baniflied from his native 
country; the ftupid Miltiadcs died in prifon; the 
ftupid Socrates fwallowfed hemlock ; the ftupid 
Cato was reduced to the neceflity of putting an 
tsnd to his 6wn exiftcrice 5 the ftupid Cicero was 
affaffinated by order of the triumvirs j the ftupid 
Phocion, when an Athenian, who faw hirti con- 
dufted to prifon, cried out ^' Oh! worthy old 
man, who qould have believed it pbflible thou 
Ihoilldft come to fuch to end!" replied, ^^ Have 
not all thofe, who have rendered impfortant fer- 
vices to tjieir country, experienced a fimilar fate?" 

You,. Bailleul, have laid down in your work 
fome moft admirable maxims, far fuperior to the 
dull precepts of philofophy ! 

s But let us i*etum to the Aibjefii of Holland.*!-* 
I^ever w^ it under difcuflion with the Execu- 
tive Direftory, to find means of refcuing thai 
i:ountry Jrom the conoxdfions with which the Stad- 
tholderians and the A7iarchiji$ equally threatened 
it. Never 4*4 they talk of in^afures to be taken 
to ejtablijli a governpient and /eaire their liberty' 
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I defy any one to find a word on the Aibjeft m 
their journals, except a few letters, wrkten by 
myfelf to the Qenerals, on the internal police 
of the countty. Our Republican directors werd 
employing themfelves on much more important 
affairs, on propofitions far more hon&urable to 
France I They were bufy in inquiring how 

THET MIGHT PLUNDER HotLAND, and b^ 

what lure they could induce the Dutch thentfelves 
to ajjjift in this generous dejig^n ! 

At the difcuffipn which was held, to deter- 
mine on what footing that country fliould be 
placed, in the Treaty then negotiating at LiflS 
with Lord Malmefbury, Reubel made a violent 
harangue agalnft the Batavian nation. He faid^ 
they were all Stadthplderi^s, and had con- 
ftantly betrayed us. They were a nation of mer- 
chants, whofe interefts were centered in Eng- 
land, whofe wifhes were in favour of the Eng- 
lifh; who were only watching for an opportunity 
to furrender themfelves to the Englifh, into 
whofe hands Admiral T. J^ucas had recently 
delivered his fleet at the Cape of Qood Hope* 
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Every thing that Holland had to gain in profpe- 
rity and in riches, it was evident, could only be 
at the expenco of France, and to the advantage 
of England. In fliort, there was but one line 
of conduft to purfue with regard to Holland-— 

^ TO KEEP HER IN THE MOST ABSOLUTE DE-' 
PENDENCE-~irp ?UBJE.CT HER TO A PASSIVE; 
OfiEPIENCE— « AND TO TIjLEAT HER AS A CON*» 
QITERED COtJJITRy !!| ' 

*^ If this be fo," faid I, ^^ we are yery unwife 
to continue thfe war merely for the reftoration of 
their colonies ; or, when our own are oflfered us, 
to exhauft the remains of our marine in vain ef^ 
forts to ferve fo ungrateful a nation, I am of opi- 
pion that Holland (hould be afked, what facrifice$ 
(he is willing to make to obtain peace/' 

*^ But, do you imagine," replied Reubel^ 
^* that it is for Holland fhat I would demand the 
Teftitution of the Cape and Trincomale ? The 
firft object is that of recovering the poffeffion of 
them, for which purpofe the Dutch muft fumifh 
the (hips and the money, and afterwards I will 
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clearly convince them that thefe colonies be- 
long to us !»!" 

1 was not a little ftrack with the deep policy 
of Reubel, and I clearly perceivei that he had 
dived to the bottom of his fubjeft. I Was de- 
firous, however, that he (hould explicitly declare 
what was intended to be done at Lifle, that it 
might be underftood whether there was a real 
wifli to effeft a pacification, or merely to impofe 
on the wotld. It was neceflary that the deli- 
beration fhould be brought to a conclufion. The 
plenipotentiaries were urgent to receive pofitive 
inftru6lions. At length we concluded (and Reu- 
bel himfelf was the fpeaker) by ordering the 
Minifter of Foreign Affairs to write, that, with 
refpe£t to the Batavians, the Direftory had ful- 
filled the duties 'of a faithful ally, by declaring 
they would not give up any of their pofTeffions, 
but that it now remained for them to lay what 
facrifices they could refolve on for the fake of 
peace ; that if it Was their determination not to 
give up any thing, they fhould declare what re- 
fQurces they would offer for the continuance of the 
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tikir i that if thefe re/ourcesy added to ihofi of 
FrancCy were inadequate to thofe which the Eng-^ 
iijh would employ againft therriy France would then 
he nec^Jitated to make a feparaie peace i 

Thus, Bailleiil^ you perceive that my conclu- 
iions were adopted; But it was done merely 
through refpeftj and becaufe they could not 
feft otherwife^ without proving themfelves re- 
folved^ at any tate, to continue the war; All 
that I know, is j that fuch was the refult of the 
deliberation. The official document exifts in the! 
hands of the Minifter for Foreign Affairs ; and 
it proves, that on this, as on every other pointy 
you impofed on the Legijlativt Body and the 
whole nation. 

I 
Now that the Direftory^ no longer reftrained 

by the fear of oppofition, have taken off 

THE MASK 5 now that they have decls^red they 

would not lay down their arms till England 

Jliould be exterminated i they have nothing left 

to do but to glofs over their fury for mafTacres 

with all that can feduce a people who place 

9 



Digitized 



by Google 



r 5t T: 
implicit confidence in their leaders^ and ei^cite 
their enthufiafin in the caufe. It is evident, on 
the otheir hand, that they perfuaded the, Dutch 
that it is merely on their account, and. through 
a ftria fidelity to their engagements to, them, that 
they make this great facrifiee of peaee. and o£ 
national profperity; 

Confefs, theiii Bailleul, that if the practice of 
fidelity is only calculated for tYicJitq>id, the tearm. 
is at leaft convenient to men of talents( But 
youarenoti perhaps, aware^ thatin holding this 
language you are making the Dlreftory contraft 
na^er to treat with the Englijk Jb long as they 
jfhall perfift in retaining any part of their Dutch 
conquefti; that. is, you are imnouncing ta all 
France^ that there remains no hope whhteveit 
of peace \ that the honour of: the nation require^ 
that the Republic fliould na longer* enjoy an)* 
commerce ; that Martinique fliould be defi- 
nitively lacrificed; the Eaft India fettlementsr 
irretrievably given up to Great Britain ; and* 
that our allies fliould be^ in point of jfet?^^ c.om^ 
pletely lacrificed^ provided that, in point q6 

I 
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right, neither they nor ourfelves have given tip 
the fmalleft portion of their territorial poffef- 
fionSi It clearly appears, that there are lawyers 
in the Executive Direftory ! And thefe are vrhat 
are called honourable propofals^ worthy of our 
Republican directors I • 

* When the republican troops were defending 
Kehl with fo much bravery, Carnoi maintahied 
that this fort could not be preferved, and that it 
was a folly to defend it. Aiid yet, had not the 
long defence of that pojl detained the enemy's 
army before it,^ that army would have marched to^ 
the relief of the Imperial troops in Italy. ^ 

In fupport of this affertion, I appeal to the 
official papers, whence it will appear with what 
e|Frontery this barefaced lie is penned.—' 
Let all the*lettcrs I have written on this fubje6l 
be read, and it will be feen that I have a thou- 
fand and a thoufand times laid down the ne- 
ceffity of defending Kehl to the laft extremity- 
A great many lives^ it is true, were facrificed; 
there s and had our Republican directors feen no^ 
9 
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objefl: in the defence of Kehl, but that of a 
fingle poft, they would have facrificed the whole 
army to preferve it, without knowing what ad- 
vantage would be derived from it.' This advan- 
tage I afterwards explained to them. The ob- > 
ftinacy with which I perfifted in defending Kehl 
arofe, in faft, from mf^^Kh to detain Prince 
Charles on the banks ojF'tfie Rhine, by working 
upon his felf-love, and thus to prevent him from 
marching into Italy. Prince Charles committed 
that grand error; and; in lieu of abandoning 
Kehl (where nothing could be done during the 
winter, on accovmt of the fnows that prevented 
the French from penetrating again into Swabia), 
and flying to relieve Mantua, he perfifted in 
his determinatioil to take this fort, and was too 
late to relieve that city. 

The whole of this fyftem is detailed in innu- 
merable letters which I wrote, on this fubje£t, 
to the army. But my colleagues^ except ,Le 
Toumeur, did not even know their contents j 
they figned them confidentially; and I have^^ 
from time to time, joked with them on thi^ 

19 
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fiibjeQ:, and reminded them of their unjuftly re* 
preaching me op the fubjefit of fignatures, when 
I was a mepiber of the Committee of Public 
Safety-y But they then ftood in need of my 
cooperation an4 fupport; and it was not till 
the danger wjfjs paffed and there was nothing 
more to be done, l]t)at ,thefe Republican and 
honourable directors thought proper to fend me 
to Guyana. 

When Kehl was reduced to the laft extremity^ 
when Moreau difpatched a courier to inform us 
that he w^s Ipfing a prodigious number of his 
troops, <Lnd that he was in danger of having 
his bridges deftroyed and his retreat to Straf- 
burg cut off, I propofed to empower that ge-: 
neral to furrender the fort as foon as he fhould 
judge it indifpenfably neceflary for the preferva- 
tion -of the ^rmy. But Reubelj who makes a 
fport of facrififing the defenders of our country, 
who, detefting Mqreau, was defirous of involvr 
ing him in misfortunes, qppofed the Surrender 
pf Kehl, and I had great difficulty in procuring 
permiffion to ftop the effufion pf human bloody 
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pof did I at length fucceed but by itendering 
this Reubel, and his worthy rivals in cruel^, 
fefponfible for all that fhpuld be ufeleflly ihed. 
The danger was fo iitimineiit that Moreau couI4 
pot wait for this laft anfwer, his bridges being 
broken and upon the point of giving way undet 
his troops, 

* When the laft pajfage aver the Rhine mas im- 
der difctijffion, Camot eantinually retarded il^ 
notwithftanding it was inceffantly urged to him 
how ufeful this diverfion would tile to the army of 
Italy ; he always maintained that this movement 
was impracticable^ and that all was not ready^ 
although the u)hole army can atteft the contrary ^ 
he xvould not even admit of a feint of that no* 
turcy whicfy would have di^awn the imperial troops 
to that fide^ and would have relieved and encou- 
raged the army of Italy ^ which was in a Jitua-^ 
tign of diftrefs. He even wrote to the army 6f 
Italy y that the army of the Rhine could not pafs 
that river within two months at fooneft. It wds 
at this time that the Treaty of Leoben was con- 
eluded^ wherein fome facrifices were confenteA 
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iOj whicli would not have been necejfary had the 
enemy been attacked on both fides at once. No 
fooner did the fignature of that treaty tran/pire^ 
than Carnot came forward infiantly, with every 
an^angement ready for the pajfage of the Rhine^ 
for which orders x/oere given the very fame day^ 

There are no fafls here ftated but what are 
j^oved to be abfurd by the official papers ^ 
and the major part are abfolutely impoffible. 

The Treaty of Leoben was figned on the 
18th of April, at a diftance of nearly SOO 
leagues from Paris, where the news could not 
arrive till fix days after at the fooneft, that is, 
tin the 24th, 

But die paflage of the Rhine took place oh 
the 20th of April, and therefore was effected 
four days before the Treaty of Leoben was 
known at Paris, it could by nb means, therefore, 
be refolved on in confequence of that intelligence 
arriving at Paris. Liars, Bailleul, ought tQ 
be more accurate in calculating dates. 
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The paffage of thte Rhine took placJe two days 
after the fignature of the Treaty of Leoben, con- 
fequently it was impoffible it Ibould be known 
either at Paris or at Strafburg. It follows, there- 
fore, that the paffage of the Rhine was neither 
ordered nor Executed in confequence of the in- 
telligence of the Treaty .of Leoben being figned^ 

Do you not petceive, Bailleul, that your af- 
lertion refembles that of a certain honourable 
witnefs, who fwore that he had feen a murder 
perpetrated by moon-light, on a night when 
there was no moon ? This honourable witnefs, 
it is faid, was, like you, honourable Bailleul, 
from Normandy ! The Direftory know how to 
chufe their agents: All that you have laid is, 
neyerthelefs, proved by official papers in the cuf- 
tody of the minijlej^s. 

Not only the paffage of the Rhine did not 
take place in confequence of an order given fiib- 
fequently to the knowledge of the Treaty of 
Leoben, hut all hoftilities had already ceafed 
upon the Rhine when the news of the Treaty of 
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JLeoben arrived at Paris* A courier extraordi- 
nary^ fent through Germany to the Generals of 
the army of the Rhine, produced this ceffation 
of hoflilities^ 

in confequence of what orders then did Mo-* 
keau pafs the Rhine on the 2Gth of April ? He 
muft necefTarily have afted either in conformity to 
orders- given long before, which could not till 
dien be obeyed^ and therefore you lie when 
you fay that no former otders exifted^ or it was 
in confeqhenice of recent orders; But as the 
Rhine was iii fa£t paffed on the 20th of April, 
the orders muft at the lateft have left I^ris 
on the ITth, and therefore the moft recent 
orders that could have been given for the paf- 
fage of the Rhine, muft have been at leaft feven 
days anterior to the earlieft intelligence that 
could arrive at Patis of the Treaty of Leoben. 
This all Europe knows, honeft Bailleul, yet even 
this does not prevetit you from declaring^ in the 
face of all Europe, and that from official papers 
in the hands of the minijlers^ that the {)aflrage of 
the Rhine was ordered merely in confequence 



Digitized 



by Google 



£ 6* 1 

of the intelligeiice of the fignature of the Treaty 

of jLeoben. 

Let us now examine the honourable confe- 
quences of your officious lies^ with regard to our 
Republican directors. 

The intelligence of the Treaty of Leoben 
having arrived at Paris, at the fooneft, on the 
24th of April, as I have proved, and the orders 
to pafs the Rhine having been given, as you 
affert, on the fame xiay, there were on the 
24th orders ready figned by the Executive Di- 
reSory for pafling the Rhine > but the Rhine 
being .pafled on the 20th, the news of that 
movement arrived at Paris on the 22d ; that is 
to fay, I propofed to the Directory to order 
the army to pafs the Rhine two days after all 
Paris knew the Rhine had been aftually paffed, 
and the Direftory figned this order. Much to 
the honour of the Republican directors — and 
to the liionour of yourfelf, J. Ch. Bailleul !!! 
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And the Dire£tory figned this crdef v^ith- 
out remembering, that, on the 17th of April, 
that is, feven days before, they muft have 
figned a fimilar order, fince in fa£l the Rhine 
had been paffed on the 20th. Yet they faw me 
come forward inftantly with eveiy atTangement 
readi/, without remembering that feven days 
before they had already feen me come forward 
in the fame manner zvith every arrangement 
ready. Thus, then, were the Republican di- 
rectors perfeftly well informed of the affairs 
of the Republic ! And all this is proved by 
official papers in the hands of the minijlers I If 
you are not Jluind, honed Bailleul, you are at 
leaft fometimes rather fimple ! 

I am aware, honeft Bailleul, how tedious thefe 
odious calculations muft appear to you ; but allow 
me to purfue them a little farther, they are ne- 
ceffary for my juftification ; and I am fully con- 
vinced you are very happy, as well as the Direc- 
tory, that I am able to prove my innocence ! 
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The whole army, you fay, can atteft that 
eveiy preparation had been made long before 
for paffing the Rhine, and that they were only 
waiting for the orders of the Direftory. But, 
fince the triumvirate, honeft Bailleul, knew this, 
why did they not, without regarding my objec- 
tions, give orders for the paflage of the Rhine ? 
Did they not form a majority in the Directory > 
Have you not, in the preceding article, declared 
that it was contrary to my opinion that they 
had caufed the fortrefs of Kehl to be defended 
to the laft extremity ? AVhy, then, did they not 
alfo caufe the Rhine to be.paffed contrary to 
my opinion? I had made a treaty of peace 
againft the opinion of Reubel ; furely he might 
have given orders for a military operation with- 
out my interference ! How can they explain this 
complaifance, for a man by whom they knew 
they were deceived. If they were not yet per- 
feftly certain that every thing was prepared for 
pafling the Rhine, although the zvhole army can 
prove that every thing was ready ^ could they 
not inform themfelves of the fa£t by fending 
thither a confidential perfon ? Could they not, as 
K2 
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you have ingenioufly faid, make a feint at leafi 
ofpajing the Rhine? Did this neglefl arife from 
their pufiUanimity, their carleffnefs, or their trea- 
chery ? It is to you, honeft Bailleul, that I leave 
' the decilion of this queftioh. . 

The paflage of the Rhine, you fay, was order- 
ed the fame day that intelligence arrived of the 
Treaty of Leoben ; but do you obferve, honeft 
Bailleul, the encomium you hereby beftow on 
the fidelity and honour of the DireSory, of 
which you fo loudly boaft ? Having learnt that 
a treaty is concluded, the very firft aQ: they per- 
form is to give orders for the violation of it : — 
they give orders for a bloody battle the very mo- 
ment they receive intelligence of the ceffation 
of hoftilities ! 

But fuppofmg, as you would artfully infinuate, 
that the official news of the Treaty had not yet 
arrivedji that it had only tranjpiredi was not a 
run^our, fpread abroad among the public, a fuf-. 
ficient inducement to wait a few hours for the 
^irrival of the courier with difpatches, before 
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orders for new maflacres were iflued? I had; 
therefore, fufficient ground for faying, that thefe, 
humane direftors fported with the lives of mcfl, 
. as you, honeft BaiUeuI, fport with truth, and- 
principal, and honour. 

r 

Produce this letter which you fay I wrote on 
the very day the news of the Treaty of Leobcn 
anived. You deny that any orders were pro*) 
vioufly given to pafs the Rhine, although innu*' 
merable orders to that effed exift in the official 
papers. You aflfert with the bbldeft feffrontefy, 
that orders were given on that veiy day, where- 
as the fa£i: is evidently abfurd and impoffible. 
Thus do you accumulate lies and contradi£liom 
with equal impudence and folly. Moft affuredly 
you deferve to be made an ambaflador, or your 
lords and mafters are unpardonably ungrateiul ! 

Obferve, honeft Bailkul, that I have no offi- 
cial papets to refer to. I deny the hGtSy how- 
ever, becaufe I can rely with certainty on my 
memory; and I deinonftrate your impoftiires, be- 
caufe you have been aukward enough, notwith- 
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ftanding the time you, have employed, and cal- 
culated fo ill, that you have left me the means 
of proving them phyfically impoffible. The Di- 
reftory have every thing in their own hands, 
and may make ufe of whatever fuits their pur- 
pofe, and lay afide what oppofes it, putting half 
fentences in Italics, in order to diftort the mean- 
ing. The mere want of accufation, after fo 
elaborate an exertion, would fuffice to prove my 
innocence, in the eyes of every reafonable per- 
fon. I wonder they have not caufed fpurious 
papers to be fabricated, and my fignature to be 
forged ; for fhey are, like you, above thofe 
idle fcruples, which are calculated only for the 
pipid. 

But,* whether they fabricate fpurious papers or 
not, ' truth and timey that reveal all things * (as you 
very juftly remark, in p. 6), will ultimately pre- 
vail, and thus the biters will be bit. Thofe 
muft expeft to meet with many rocks, who 
take fo much pains to embark on a fea of per- 
fidy. I have demonftrated their horrid lies: 
how, then, can they dare to expe£t that' they 
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ftiall be any longer believed? A word or two 
more on the Rhhie, Bailleul, and I will then 
difmifs this fubjeft, which, I am fenfible, muft 
have made you fweat already. 

"What ! did the difeftors who, as they them- 
feJves confefs, have fo long been planning in 
thtir wifdom the means of ruining me ; who, for 
this purpofe, carried on a private correfpondence 
in the army; did the direftors let this happy op- 
portunity efcape ! What ! did they omit to make 
the palace of the Direftory refound with the 
cry of their indignation, when I had the cru- 
elty to propofe the gratuitous maifacre of feveral 
thoufand men ! Yet, not one among them all 
roie to accufe me ; or, affuming that fuperiority 
which every man muft feel over a criminal 
whom he furprizes in the very faft, exclaimed, 
* .Wretch ! we have, during two whole months, 
preffed and conjured you to order that the 
Rhine be paffed, yet you have always raifed 
infurmountable difficulties; and now that we 
receive intelligence of the fignature of a treaty, 
which procures for the Republic that peace for 
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which we have fo long been panting, yoii 
coldly recommend the vidation of the Tteaty, 
and the fruitlefe maflacre of the defenders of 
our country ! ' 

* My colleagues \ {he would have continued, 
addrefling the reft of the direftors) I demand 
that the words I have juft pronounced be re- 
corded in Ae prods-verbal, as a ground for the 
future convi€tion of Ae criminal, and I recom- 
mend to you to follow my example. I demand 
that a meffage be immediately fent to the Legif- 
lative Body to denounce this traitor and prepare 
an aft of accufation." 

What could I have replied to this charge ? 
Who, in that body, would have dared to have 
opened his mouth in my favour ? Had any one 
attempted to defend me, would he not have 
T>een immediately hiffed down, and compelled 
to be filent ?' What comer of the world would 
"have offered me an afylum againft the furies that 
would have purftied me, or the Promethean 
vulture that would have gnawed my liver? 
1 
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On the contrary, what was the fa£l ? Each of 
thefe benignant direftors figned, without hefi- 
tation or obfervation, the fatal order for a maf- 
facre, and difpatched it to the army the very 
fame day. Parricidal direftors ! it is evident 
you would really have figned thofe abominable 
orders, had they been offered to you for figna- 
ture. In the blindnefs of your fury, you do 
not even perceive that you are accufing your- 
felves ; the confeflion of the crime efcapes you 
unawares. You mifs your prey, are caught in 
your own fnare, and remain bound to the 
flake of ignominy— AND there may you 

REMAIN !!! 

And yet all France does not rife with 6ne 
accord againfl thefe monflers of iniquity ! And 
yet France calls itfelf free !! And the Legifla- 
live Body remains unopprefTed!!! 

Never was an operation urged with fo 

much ardour, as the pafTage of the Rhine by 

me. The triumvirs, who, as I have faid, never 

knew the extent of our refources ; who, like 

L 
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Xerxes, would willingly have flogged the 
Rhine, the fea, and all the elements that 
oppofed the leaft refiftence to their will ; lol- 
ling at eafe on their couches, declared that the 
Rhine mujt be pafled — but how this was to be 
effefted gave them very little concern. The 
Rhine is not to be forded, and bridges were 
n^ceflary: Moreau aiked for a very trifling fum 
of money, which was indifpenfably neceflary 
for their conftruftion. This money, which the 
Alinifter of Finances was continually faying 
fliould in>mediately be fent off, or was aftually 
fent, never arrived. At length, Moreau deter- 
mined to come himfelf to Paris to wrefl: it from 
the Treafury. I prevailed with him to fet off on 
his return immediately, and rifle a blow, even 
were he riot prepared for it. Moreau, however, 
had no/ need of being prefled on this point. 
Never had the Republic a more faithful or a 
more modeft fervant. He returned, and the 
paflage of the Rhine was executed ! He afto- 
niflied no one, except the enemy. In France, 
they were fatiated witl{ vi£lory. I did not my- 
felf expea To rapid afj reefs. To avoid deceiv- 



gi^ized by Google 



i 75 ]■ 

Jtig the Army of Italy, and prevent them from 
advancing too far, before fuccours could arrive ; 
in fhort^ to prevent them from placing them- 
felves in a dangerous predicament (read over your 
accufation once more, Bailleul), it vsras requifite 
that I fliould tranfmit them an accurate account 
of what I learned from the Rhine, and, confe- 
quently, inform them that all was not yet ready, 
nor would be for fome time. 

The paffage of that river, however, was exe- 
cuted quicker than could have been expefted, 
or even hoped ; for they hazarded a great deal, 
merely to refciie the Army of Italy from its 
dangerous predicament. But, afluredly, had the 
Army of Italy even been apprized by a tele- 
graph, that the Rhine would be paffed in two 
days, it would have been no lefs neceffary to 
conclude the Treaty of Leoben. Joubert, not- 
withftanding his more than human refiftance, 
notwithftanding his gigantic combats, was ne- 
verthelefs forced in the Tyrol ; the enemy en- 
tered Trieft; and the army was threatened on 
both its flaixks^ and harraffed in its rear, by the 
L2 



Digitized 



by Google 



[ 76 ] 
infurgents of the Venetian territories, who were 
'waitings with poniards j a favourable moment for 
our extermination. 

At length, the Army of the Sambre and Meufe 
paffed the Rhine, on the very day when the 
Treaty of Leoben was figned. Was this ftep 
alfo taken becaufe they had received intelligence 
of the fignature of the Treaty ? Yet this irmy 
was the only one that was in a condition to pufli 
the enemy with vigour, fince it was at the gates 
of Frankfort when the courier arrived, through 
. Germany, to inform it of the Treaty of Leoben, 
iand caufe hoftilities to ceafe. 

When the Preliminaries of Leoben were re- 
ceived at Paris, I rejoiced at beholding the re* 
turn of peace to blefs my country ; and Le 
Tpumeur participated my rejoicings: but the 
triumvirs groaned with vexation. Reveillitre was 
as furious as a tiger^ and Reubel fighed deeply ; 
while Barras, though he highly difapproved the 
Treaty, yet declared that .it ought, neverthelefs, 
to be accepted. On one of the following days. 
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unable to contain Jiis rage, he fuddenly arofe, 
and, addrefling himfelf to me like a madman, 
** Yes (faid he) it is to you that we are indebted 
for the infamous Treaty of Leoben'^ To which 
I replied, that I exulted in having contributed 
to put an end to the horrors of war. And Reu-r 
bel made a fign to Barras, to intimate that it was 
impolitic to attribute to me all the honour of the 
pacification. 

Finally, Bailleul fays, as his laft charge—^ 

* In another point of vieWy Carnot arrefled the 
progrefs of the confideration which the Republic was 
acquiring abroad. Under pretext of a mijaken 
economy, the real tendency of which was to rfe- 
Srade the Republic, he propofed not to appoint 
any ambajadors ; he would only have employed 
charges d'affaires: the confequence would have 
been, that the envoys of the Republic would have 
held the^lowefl rank at every court '^whereas, the 
ambaffadors of France have the precedency of all 
othersy except thofe qf the Germanic Corifedera" 
Hon !' 
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I have already obferved that truth itfelf is 
transformed into a lie, when it paffes through the 
impure organs of these three tyrants and 
their tools. This is an additional confirmation 
of my affertion. 

It is true I thought it would be advantageous^ 
for a confiderable time, to abftain from fending 
minifters and ambafladors to the various courts^ 
excepting thofe where we could nearly dictate the 
law s as, for injlance, in Piedmont, in Holland, 
and in Spain : and this I propofed to the Direc- 
tory. But the motive of economy was but a 
very inferior confideration. The true reafon I 
afligned was, that the Republic having humi- 
liated air the other powers by their vifitoriesy 
it was to be feared that, peace being once 
made, thofe of the powers who were beyond 
our reach would ftiow their refentment for this 
humiliation, if not by direft infults, at leall by 
cxpreffions of pointed indignities, towards our 
ambaffadors, and by marked preferences of the 
envoys of the royal courts, highly ofFenfive to 
the Republic, Tlial; hence we fhould be ex- 
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pofed cither to .take up arms to revenge thefc. 
outrages, or fhamefully to put up with the af- 
front. It appears to me, that the events which 
have fince^ taken place, the innumerable infults 
to the national flag, and the violences com» 
mitted on the very perfons of our envoys (al-. 
though the great work of peace is not yet. 
completed), are no fmall juftifications of this. 
train of argument 

I am aware how difpleafing this muft be to 
thofe who are fuing for embaflies at the hands 
of the Direftory ; but the little ceremony they 
ufe towards every foreign minifter, of whom 
they think they have any caufe of complaint^ 
cxpofes them to reprifals, the dangerous eflFe£l» 
of which I was defirous of preventing. 

Thus it appears, that fo far from endeavouring 
to degrade the Republic, it was from a defire 
that we fhould not lofe our confideration abroad, 
that I propofed to continue fome years without^ 
fending ambafTadors to the diftant courts ; and 
that th^ Directory, attributing my propofol to 
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motives which they well knew were not my 
genuine reafons — here again lie with their 
accnftonled perfidy. 

" But. how are nations degraded? not, I iiM- 
gine, by endeavouring to forefee and prevent 
whatever might become a fubjeft of humilia- 
tion, or deftroy the pledge of their tranquillity ; 
not, I imagine, by endeavourihg to place it in 
that profperous fituation, in which the difplay 
of their ftrength, being proportioned to their 
reproduftive fefoUrces, infures the liability of 
their government. 

No: a nation is degraded by its reprefenta- 
tives, when they abufe the office they fill, in 
order to deceive it by the moft execrable im- 
poftures, and profcribe the moft faithful de- 
fenders of its interefts. 

They are degraded when they are mifled, and 

♦tendered unprincipled, hardened^^ and corrupted; 

when they are made to blufti for their virtues, 

*ftught to trample all principle under their feet, 
10 
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and when thofe who a^ conformably to the 
conftitution are branded with the epithet of 

fiiipid. 

They are degraded, when they are robbed of 

all their rights, and an arbitrary and tyrannic 

fyftem is fubftituted for the focial compa£t they 

had accepted, and are told that this is liberty ! 
t 

They are degraded, when the calumniators, 
the intolerant, and the fhamelefs, obtain the 
title of true patriots ; when he whom the public 
voice points out as the greateft fhuffler, the moft 
depraved and the moft defpotic, is fure to be 
the man who obtains the confidence of the go- 
vernment. 

They^ are degraded, when the fervants of the 
people, betraying the facred caufe they had un- 
dertaken to defend, become the fabricators of 
their own flavery ; when we behold them fawn- 
ing in the antichambers of the diftributors of 
places; when they are proud of humbling 
themfelves to the duft, cover tliemfelves with 
M 
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difgrace, and acknowledge, as an mvariablc 
Tnaxim, that whoever refpefts the national rc- 
prefentation is a royalift ! 

Thus it is, honeft Bailleul, that a people arc 
degraded, or, rather, that they would in time 
become fo, were it poffible that a nation of 
thirty millions of intrepid and generous citizens 
could be degraded by the depravity of their go- 
vernors, and the bafenefs of a few faithlefs fer- 
vants. No ! to that nation every thing that is 
grand and fublime belongs, nor can any thing 
that is great be performed but by their refiftlefs 
mafs ; while all the follies and littleneffes they 
feem to commit are but the work of a few in- 
dividuals whom alone they can diflionour. 

Thus have I detailed the aft of accufation 
drawn' up by the Executive Direftory. I have 
examined it charge by charge ; I have proved 
that each of thefe charges was the a£t of accu- 
fation of the Direftory themfelves, nor can all 
their refentment tear a fingle trophy from the mo- 
nument of infamy I have been erefting to their 
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memory. Let them, on their part, ere£l another 
to immortalize their viQory of the 18th Frufti- 
dor. The true friends of liberty muft be defir- 
ous they fliould ; it is a triumph they are pre- 
paring for them : thefe monuments will, how- 
ever, be one day deftroyed, they will be carried 
away with a breath of air, like a Coloffus with 
feet of crumbling clay, or like that ilatue which 
cmflied the chimera of federation in the Place 
des^ Invalids. The 2d of September and the 
3lil of May were alfo at one time immortal 
days. But what are they now ? They are 
precifely what the 18th Fruftidor will one day 
become. Marat was carried in triumph to 
the Pantheon, and foon after his carcafe was 
throwa into a common fewer; and such is 

THE FINAL jyi>6£M£KT THAT AWAITS THS 

xaiirMviRs. 

In the meanwhile I will endeavour to throw 
a kw rays of light on the charafter of thofe 
hideous monfters. But to do this I muft refume 
the a&.of accu&tion. The proofs muft be had 
from the hone^ Bailleul, who will certify upon 

M a. 
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his confcience (which is not Xh^Xoi zjiupidfellmo) 
that they are in the hands of the minifters ; that is 
to fay, in the mouth of their cannon. Republican 
directors muft certainly be believed upon their 
words. Every one knows it is by implicit faith 
that men are to be faved, efpecially the repre- 
fentatives of the people, and that there is a place 
called Guyana for infidels. 

After fix months then of laborious refearch, 
and after employing all the talents of their hired 
fabricators of documents, the Republican Direc- 
tory have at length difcovered— 

ifl:. That I denied that ajfajjinations were com- 
mitted : — whereas all I have faid or written 
proves diametrically the oppofite to be the truth 
—whereas the Direftory have in their own hands 
the papers I myfelf fumifhed for the profecution 
and conviftion. of affaffins —whereas it is this 
very Republican Directory y who have fheltered 
thefe aflaffins beneath their protefting wing, 
and have conftantly refufcd to caufe them to 
be puniflied* 
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2d, That I oppofed the difmijal of Willot:^ 
whereas the Republican directors form^ a majo*' 
rity in the Direftoiy, and confequently retained 
Willot in place, notwithftanding the convifliop 
they declare themfelves to have felt, that WiUot 
was a murderer and a cut-throat. 

3d, Tliat I had every day fecret and co7\fidJenr. 
tial irderviews with Pichegi-u : — ^whereas I never 
faw Pichegru but once by appointment, and 
then not in fecret or confidentially, and once 
more by chance for two minutes in the prefence 
of ten witneffes, and without fpeaking to him— 
whereas I did all I could by indire6t means to 
induce him to decide in favour of the patriots. 

4th, That I was the advocate of kings and of 
the emperor .-—whereas I voted for the death of 
Louis, made every other king tremble, and 
ftormed the imperial throne — ^whereas it wat 
the Republican directors who, having during five 
months refitted the conclufion of a treaty which 
was advantageous for the republic, at l&ft ^ron^ 
eluded a treaty that renders the emperor . moro 
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powerful than ever, and fuch as might have 
been expefted had his troops been conftantly 
TiSorious in Italy. 

5th, That Ifiipported the political exiftence of 
the Pope : — ^whereas by making peace with Na* 
pies, notwithftanding th^ oppofition of the Re- 
publican directors^ I robbed the Pope of the only 
fupport by which he could maintain his politi- 
cal exiftence — ^whereas I propofed to the Repub* 
tican directors, who were averfe to the meafure, 
to ftrip the Pope of his temporal power, in or- 
der to transfer it to another power (Spain), that 
might have become a counterpoife to the Houfe 
of Auftria^ and annihilated his pretentions to the 
titles of Emperor and King of the Romans j 
titles which will ere long be realifed in that houfe, 
after having coft France a great deal of hlood : 
and all this arifing from the meafures of fuper-* 
lathre wifdom and forefight purfued in Italy by 
mkt Republican directors. 

6th, That I wof deSrow to convert all out 

/■ ■ • ' 

(im^efis intokin^domsy and particuiarljf to rt^ 
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tive the kingdom of the Lombards ;— wherea^i 
bn the contrary, I propofed to our BepubUcan 
directors y who were averfe to the meafures, to 
turn our conquefts to advantage in order to 
aggrandize the French republic, to convert into 
a republic an extenfive country of the new 
world, which languifhes under the dominion 
of a king— whereas our Republican directors 
have royalized ,a republic which was among 
our conquejisy by delivering up Venice to the 
Emperor! 

7th, Tliat I was defirous of facrificing Hotr 
land : ^^whercsLS it was our BepubUcan directors, 
who, full oi fidelity and honour, were refolved to 
plunder that nation— whereas it was they who 
there fyftematically maintained anarchy and dif- 
order — ^whereas it was they, who boaft of ac- 
knawledging too law but the law of theftrongejl — 
whereas it is certain, and will be proved fo by 
the event, that the plan of the Republican direc- 
torsy who are fo full of fidelity and honour, is 
to unite with England, with England that is a 
kingdom^ with England, whofe extermination 
6 
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they have fwom, in (haring the plunder of the 
poflfeflions belonging to the Batavian republic! 

8th) That I oppofed the defending Kehl as long 
as it was poj/ible to defend it : — whereas the Re- 
publican Directory have in their hands the orders 
-given by me, and a thoufand times repeated, 
to defend Kehl to the laft extremity— whereas 
it would be to themfelves, who formed a majo- 
rity of the Direftory, that the crime was to be 
•imputed, had Kehl not been defended as it 
ought to have been. 

9th, That I would not give orders for the lafi 
pajfage of the Rhine till we had received inteUi- 
gence of the Treaty of Leoben: — whereas the 
Rhine was paffed on the very day of the figtia- 
ture of the Treaty of Leoben (which is -300 

leagues from Paris) by the army of ,the. Sanitpe 

ft- • 

and Meufe, and two days after byVtHat pf^te 
Rhine and Mofelle— whereas all Paris- knew of 
the paffage of the Rhine ^^two days before 
they could receive any intelligence of the Treaty 
of Leoben — whereas our Itepublican directors 
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accufe themfelves of the twofold crime^ l(t^ 
of having themfelves, who formed the majority^ 
neglefted to give orders for paffing the Rhine 
at the time when, according to them, it was 
prafticable and nceeflaTy ; and, 2d, of having 
given orders for that manoeuvre at a time when 
it could only tend to the maflacre of the defend- 
ers of the country, to the violation of the laws' 
of nations^ and to revive the flames of war at 
the very moment when the war was brought to 
a conclufion. 

10th, Thaty to rob the Republic of its confide- 
ration abroad, I propofed the not fending am- 
hajjadors to the various Courts : -^vrhercsis our 
Republican directors well know that, on the con-» 
trary, my motive was to prevent the Republic 
from lofing its confideration abroad — whereas 
it is they who> by their puerile haughtinefs of 
condu£t towards the envoys of foreign courtSi 
expofe thofe of the jRepublicto humiliating reta- 
liations, ^nd the Republic itfelf to the perpetual 
danger either of fuflPering imrefented degrada- 
tions, or of renewing the war^ and that nume- 
' N 
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irous examples have proved the juflice of my 
fears in this refpeft! 

1 alk, therefore, do not the fabricators of fuch 
an a6l of accufation deferve that men Jliouldfpit 
ill their faces, horfewhip them in all the Jlreets 
and fquares qf Paris y affix labels on their backs 
and on their breajts, with the words impostors, 
MISCREANTS, ASSASSINS, and fend them to 
the Pantheon of Marat, to enjoy the immorta- 
lity they have merited ?— And is not the impu- 
nity of thefe monsters an irrefragable proof 
that France is under the yoke of the 

MOST ABJECT SLAVERY? 

ItTie fjrftem ptirfued by the Dire£lory is by 
no means ambiguous to any one who has atten- 
tively observed their proceedings : their fyftem 
is evidently to found the power of the nation 
lefs on the aggrahdifement of the Republic, 
than on the weaknefs and deitrufiiion of its 
neighbours ; to fight them one againft ianothef, 
to treat them as friends fo long as they may have 
occafion to paralyfe them by exhaufting all the 
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fuccours they can yield, and when the time is 
come for crufliing them, inftantly to employ 
their fertile genius in inventing fufficient pre- 
texts to pra£tice the fable of the Wolf and the 
I^amb. 

lyct us but attend to their conduct towards 
the little Cantons of Switzerland. Here it was 
not the olig£^rchy of ^erne they had to conten^J 
with ; it was npt thofe againft whpip fo many 
grievances were alleged; it was not thofe 
Cantons that had a treafure of thirty mil- 
lions, and a magnificent arfen^l ;-^No, it was 
the true children of William Tell, real demo- 
crats, poor men almoft deftitute of any traffic, 
even with their neighbour ! No matter, they 
niuftbe revolutionized. Confequently, ths^t liberty 
Tvhich has rendered them happy during a pe- 
riod of 500 years, that liberty which has fo long 
been the envy of France, is now proved not 
to be the liberty their welfare requires; no^ 
they muft chufe between the conftitution that 
is prefented to them and death. They refufed 
^his conftitution, which they found lefs demo- 
N 2 
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cratical than their own, and therefore they were 
niaffacredi for it is clear that nothing but fa- 
paticifm and intrigues could difTuade them from 
accepting this pledge of their new-fangled feli- 
city. Tp kill them is indeed the fureft means 
of preventing them from believing priefts and 
intriguers ! This handful, however, of fimple 
men, who have during 300 years been utter 
ftrangers to fighting, dare to refift their invaders ; 
their republican blood is mingled with that of 
the republicans of France, not jointly to defend 
the facred rights of nations, bi^t gratuitoufly to 
maffacre each other. 

O impious war ! in which the Pireftory feen^ 
to have had no other obje6t than to know how 
many yiftims they could facrifice to their ca- 
price, from among the free, the poor, and the 
. moft virtuous part of mankind ; to aflaffinate 
Liberty in her native foil, and to punifli the 
mountains of Helvetia for having given her 
birth. Worthy rivals of Grifler; the triumvirs 
were determined to exterminate the race of 
William Tell : and by thein was the death of 
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Uie tyrant to be revenged. The heads of Hit 
democratic families were offered up to his 
manes; they died defending the frontiers of 
their little tferritory, and refitting the violation 
of their own homes. Their affrighted flocks 
fled to the defarts; the Glaciers refounded with 
the cries of orphans perifliing with hunger; and 
the fources of the Rhine^ the Rhone, and the 
Adda, bore the tears of difconlblate and de? 
fpairing widows to the moft diftant feas ! 

Happily for me, I cannot be acc\ifed of hav- 
ing been a party to thefe difgraceful tranfaftioqs. 
Had I been a member of the Direftory at thai 
time, againft me would the accufation have 
been one day brought forward. May the po- 
litical confequences of thef^ tranfadions never 
prove fatal to France ! 

Formerly, even in time of war with foreign 
powers,, the frontiers of Switzerland, from Hu- 
ninguen to CJeneva, were difarmed, becaufe 
the fidelity and the neutrality of the Cantons 
were deemed 'perfeftly fecurej but nqw that 
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frontier will always require forty thousan'i> 
men, partly to occupy Switzerland itfelf, and 
partly to preferve the neighbouring departments, 
which are deftitute of military pofts ! 

It was by their induftry, and their virtue, that 
the democratic Cantons of Switzerland ipain^ 
tained their political exiftence. It is impqffible 
thefepoor countries Jhould long be able to fupport 
a foreign armyy and the expences of an aijbninijf^ 
tration lefs popular and more cojlly than their 
former government. I have already obferved that 
there can be no (lability in a ftate^ whatever be 
the nature of its conftitution, unlefs ther? exifts 
an equilibrium between the exertion of its re- 
fources and its reproduftive powers, This equi- 
Jibrium is evidently deftroyed in Switzerland ; it 
is alfo equally deftroyed in the Cifalpine Republic, 
in that of Genoa, and in Rome. Each of thefe 
fppUntries confume more than they annually re- 
ceive from nature. Thus as foon as the fund^, 
on which thofe governments fubfift, are ex- 
haufted, new troubles and diforders will imme- 
diately arife. What will then be the iffue, I 
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tnow not 'y but I hope it will not be a new war* 

of EXTERMINATION TOR THE FrENCH RE- 
PUBLIC ! 

Frailce herfelf, if this equilibriiim is not re-' 
ftored between her receipts and her expendi- 
tures, will infallibly experience newfhocks. But 
in France it is not nature that r^fufes the means 
of fubfiftence 3— on the contrary, flie lavifhes 
them in abundance, and a deficiency could only 
arife from the defefts of the adminiftration.-— 
Had France y infiead of the revolution of the \%th 
Friictidory concluded a general peaccy her prof- 
perity would at this day have furpaffed that of 
the happieft nations recorded in hiftory; but at 
this moment ffie is on the verge of inevitable rmn, 
tinlefs her eyes are fpeedily opened to the fituatioii 
of her finances — unlefs the foundation of a wife 
fyftem of political economy is fpeedily laid. 

The fame line of conduft is adopted by the 
Direftory within as they have purfued without. 
They confider themfelves in.the fame point, of 
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view, with regard to the citizens of France, as 
they confider the Republic with regard to othet 
powers } they confider them but as (o many ene- 
mies, on the weakening and divifion of Whom 
their authority can alone be founded; Inftead 
of labouring, from the moment of their creation^ 
to unite the hearts of the people, and rally them 
around the Conftitution ; inftead of pouring balm 
into the wounds occafioned by a long and 
bloody revolution; they irritate their paffions 
afreih, and make odious nicknames the order 
of the day. They fend the torch of difcord into 
the bofom of the Legiflative Body; the nioll 
violent expreflions are lavifhed in the meffages 
of the Direftory, in harangues that are totally 
foreign to domeftic affairs, and even in the moft 
familiar difcourfes* Their armies are feduced, 
and their miilds inflanled; they are beicome d 
.deliberative body; The bittemefs of gall is 
fpread abroad by means of the newfpapers, and 
they employ under them the vileft of creatures— 
men to whom no one would confide the moft 
tripling of his perfonal concerns ^ 'thus was the 
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immdrtai day concluded, a funeral veil ex- 
tended over the rights of man^ and the Confti- 
tution ftabbfed to its vitals ! 

The resolution to mutilate tKe niitional repre- 
fentatiaa vsras formed firoiti the time of the elec- 
tion to the year V. It wa^ Reubel who con- 
ceived the plan J and the reft acquiefced in it, 
when the particulars were explained, and the. 
fuccefs reprefented as infallible^ 

This plan being once adopted and decided 
on, they began elaborately to fearch for pretexts 
to juftify the tranfaftioii they were * meditating in 
their wifdom; and thefe pretexts the leading 
members in the Council of Five Hundred but ^'. 
too amply fumifhed them with. The favours 
granted to the enemies of the revolution 3 the 
refufal of juftice to the patriots, however pure 
their charafters ) the degradation of every thing 
that related to the executive power ; the ihsickles 
every where prevailing ; the unjuft reproaches 
aad abfurd interpretations of all the proceedin|;s 

O 
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of the Direftory; lying reports on the finances; 
infults> menaces j refufal of every means of act- 
ing with advantage ;— thefe are the grimes with 
which the leading members of the Council have 
to reproach themfelves I . 

But how many of thefe leaders were there ? 
They did not amount to fifteen. All that was 
Tiecejffary was tq exclude them from the commit- 
tees, and this was the line of conduct that would have 
been purfued by every wife and enlightened man. 
They even began to put this plan in execution, 
.and the Dy-eftory trembled left any arrangement 
^ould be adopted whereby the minds of the peo- 
ple would have been calmed; for then, perhaps, 
.they would have been at a lofs for pretexts to 
juftify, or means to' execute, their grand defigns. 

The perpetrators of crimes, however, were 

triumphant; and, as in all other confpiracies, 

. every one of the confpirators inferted his per- 

fonal enemies in the lifts of profcriptions, without 

opppfition from his accomplices. Thus 06la-f 
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vius, Anthony, and Lepidus, reciprocally 'gave 
up to each other's revenge thofe who were their 
deareft and moft faithful friends! 

Had. not terror petrified the reprefentatives 
of the people; had not a military force fur- 
rounded them ; or, rather, had not the parts in 
the farce been previoufly diftributed to thft 
aftors; they would have refufed to deliberate 
till the liberty of the Legiflative Body was re- 
ftored. But,, even fuppofing fear could JForce 
thofe to deliberate who refufed, it would 
have been enough had they obferved that the 
aflembly ought to confine therafelves to the 
arreft of the accufed members; fince, as 
far as regarded the public fafety, this accufation 
would produce the fame efFeft as their con- 
demnation y a procedure which in no wife be-^ 
longed to the Legiflative Body, and of which the 
reporter himfelf declared he could not aflign 
the grounds. But w^ho could have prevented 
this propofition from being adopted, had they 
been poflefTed of proofs, had they not been 
reduced to declare, like Bailleul, that * we da 
O 2 
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not attempt ta prov0 the exifience of lights and 
that thejf would imngint tkty had hut feebly 
apprehended the intentions of the Legijlative 
Bodj/t if they came forwards mth proofs or 
fumiflted jujijcations /* 

On this occafion, they fpqke of the conjitu^ 
fionaljury of Sieyis ^s of a means that might 
have preveixted the evepts of the 18th Fru£tidor| 
hut this idea was deftitutc of the Jeaft foun- 
flatipn; the *conftitutioual jury wpuld them- 
f^lves have been exiled as wejl as the repre- 
fentatives of "the people and the members of the 
Directory, I knqw of no focial compaft thai; 
can refift the attacks of c^nnpn \ no work fuf-. 
ficiently folid to continue unimpaired^ when 
thofe who are appointed its guardians are {^^ 
crilegious enough to deftroy it themfelves ! 

put if at fome future period when the people 
of France fhall have burft their fetters, and the 
reprefentatives fliaken off the liamentable oppref- 
fion under which they groan^ thefe faviours of 
their country and their accomplices ihould he 
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dragged to trial for the immortal day, coulcl 
they with any juttice aomplain when they are 
told, ** You are brought before this tribunal for 
having ^ meditated in your wifdam^ and, in your 
love for the conftitution, eflfefted the diffohition 
of the JLegiflative Body, and for afts of t5nranny 
worthy of Louis XI. of Chriftiem, and of Crom-i 
well. You fhall be dealt with in the very fame 
manner, and with the very fame weight you 
have ufe4 towards others, Thus are you firft 
of all condemned, and now you are allowed to 
enter on your defence, But this you muft con- 
fider is a particular favour, for you have refufed 
it to others, even after their *profcriptiori."—-^ 
^* What proofs," could they fay, *^ are brought 
againft us ? "— •' We do not attempt to prove the 
exiftence of lights would be the a^nfwer. ■ ■ 
^* But why deny the people^ who are anxious to 
be informed, the demonftration of our crimes ? '* 
^ We are not come to adduce proqfs or fumijk 
jujlijications.^ f^^^ But we demand the obferv-. 
ance of the conftitutional laws/*—* Let us bani/k 
thofe abfurd theories of pretended principles y thof/s 
Jlupid invocations of the conjHtution''^^^ Are w© 
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then to be put to death? "— * No, we are full of 
humanity, and you will not be put to death, be- 
caufe we have but a very few of you in our 
power, and we will not dip our hands in blood, 
for fo trifling an objeQ: ; and befides, we know 
not what effefl: it would have upon the people. 
It is merely an experiment we are making. Wc 
want no blood, at prefent a copious flow of tears, 
will fatisfy us. We know this is a grand means 
of fucceeding in our experiment. You fliall only 
be exiled, and your families ruined ; for it is 
perfe£Uy juft, that children at the breafl. fliould 
be punifhed for the crimes of their fathers.— 
If your co-operators in the counter-revolution, 
whom we havfe not in our power, will have the 
goodnefs to go to Rochefort to be embarked for 
tranfportation, the property of their relatidns 
fhall be reftored, until the neceflities of the ftate 
lliall oblige, us to pronounce their fi^al confifca- 
t}on. We had at firfl intended to fend you 'to 
Madagafcar; but, as it is faid the inhabitants 
of that ifland no longer devour men, we have 
determined- to fend you to Guyana, where you 
will be fumifhed with implenientsof hufbandry, 
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and Will be very happy. Thus you fee how mild 
and merciful we are- But the manners that 
prevail in this Republic are too effeminate. We 
will aft better, when we (hall have wound up 
the public opinion to its proper pitch,, which 
we hope to accomplifti by influencing the next 
eleftions, as ought to be the praSice in every 
free country. You will farther, obferve, that 
in your a^ of accufation, where the principal 
changes are intirely the offspring of our own 
invention^ you are not all exprefldy named. This 
formality did not appear neceffary to the Repub- 
lican dictators^ becaufe it is not your names but 
your perfons that are condemned. It is true we 
would guillotine the lowefl officer of police who 
Ihould make fuch a rhapfody ; this degree of 
perfeftion belongs exclufively to the fupreme 
authorities. It has been invented expreflly for 
this new feflion of the revolutionary tribunal, 
which has indulgently brought you to their bar* 
Thank us, then, for this elegant difcourfe, the 
appofitenefs of which is as ftriking as that of 
your grand matter Reveilliere's to the Cifalpine 
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ambaffador, when he received him, and then-*- 
Depart, go about your bufinefs/ 

Perhaps fome of the reprelentatives were 
teally guilty > J)erhaps Ibme among them were 
really royaliftSi Why not fufpetid them, and 
bring them to trial according to the forms of 
the conftitution? It would have been a great 
and a ftriking example* 'f But, in the midft of a 
vaft plot and confpiracy on the point of exe-^ 
cution, we cannot adhere to legal forms> with*- 
out incurring the greateft danger/' This Was 
the very reafon why the Directory have given to 
the fecret and impotent manoeuvres of a few in- 
dividuals tiie fhow of a confpiracy, the thread of 
which extended to the moft diftant comers of 
the Republic. It was the next morning they 
Were to be maflacred. The very next day the 
Republic was no longer to exift^ It was the 
Genius of Liberty alone that had infpired the 
refolution to fly to arms, for the indifpenfable 
calls of felf-defence. The outpofts of the Direc- 
torial palace had already been forced, although 
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the Direfitofy had long been meditaung ' in their 
wi/dom,\ thsA immortal day for which their orders 
Ivere already drawn up and their proclanlations 

printed i 

They Were determined thefi to rid tISeHilelvea 
of two hundred members of the two councils j 
but how could this be accomplifhed without 
fepartting them, by fome ptevious dpehition, 
from the Legifl&tive Body? The fiippdition of 
a vaft plot and confpiracy was, thetefore, indif- 
penfably neceffary to the fuccefs of the fcheme 
the Direffcory were meditating ^ rrl their xvifdofn-y 
and who can blame them fot having done What 
Was itidifpenfably neceffary? - 

It was equHUy indifpenikble^ that after the 
execution of thi» fcheme they fliouid juftify it 
In the ^yes of the public ; and that the trutib, and 
the fa£ls, being againfttbem, they fhould csdl in 
the aid of lie^. HoW eih they be ^[ccuCedK on 
this account ? When lies are neceflary, are they 
not alfo excufable ? Would it not be ftupidity 
kfelf, to be fcrupulous on fuch an occafiou? 
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In (hort, \ crime was become neceffary to favi 
the commonwealth, Than this, nothing can be 
more evident. ^ We do not attempt to prove the 
exifience of light J A fecond crime was necef- 
fary to juftify the former, a third to juftify the 
^condy a feries, an accumulation of eveiy crime 
was become indifpenfable to conceal thefc hor- 
rors. Thusj are thefc horroirs in faft no horrors, 
and thefe crimes no crimes: they are the virtues 
of the Dire£lory who, ainidil all their crimes, 
cannot be charged with th^ guilt of Jujndity. 

I venei^te, ^B their merits deferve, men who 
are diftinguiihed for th?ir vp-tuesf But, I woul4 
thank any one who would have the goodnefs to 
inform me, how three villains would have afted 
in thf ir phce had they wiihed to become m^f- 
t^rs of tike Republic^ and execute their pro- 
fcription-lifts? I v^ould aik, in what refjpeS 
^piil4 the conduct of thefe miicreants hive dif- 
fe|e4 f^^/A ^t ^ ^ virtuous dire£tors? I 
would inquire, whether they would not have 
^de precifely the iame tiie of the words re- 
public, r«Qcalifm» liberly* and &kUty; vyhethef 
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Aey wo^rid not have affociated the fame co-ope- 
rators in their noble labours ; whether they would 
not have juftified their actions by ftill more atro- 
cious calumnies ; and proved the criminality of 
their vi£lim9 by feying, that * we do not attend to 
prove the exigence qf light? ' 

The celebrated Mandrin alfo boafted of 
his humanity: when he had brought about 
an 18th Fru6lidor in the receffes of fome 
remote foreft; when he had robbed the paflen- 
gers on the highway, he did not always kill them, 
and, above all, he did not calumniate them after 
he had plundered them of their property ! He 
alfo adopted the fublime principles of the honejl 
BaillouL He would in cafe of need, with the 
ailiftance of a fpecial committee, compofed of 
the moft diftinguifhed of his gang, have adduced 
luminous proofs tha^ the pailengers had only come, 
there with an intention of murdering him, and 
that they had already forced his outpofts. Re- 
tiring with his protefting comrades to ihare the 
fpoil of their imnwrtid ddy^ he was wilCng 
the divifidn flioukl be made with a truly trium- 
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viral fidelity; and had he lived in thefe days, it 
may be doubted, whether the Bepublican Direc- 
tors would not have preferred him to Augereaui 
for the execution oJF the fcheme they had ' medh 
tated in their wi/dom.^ But 0ien, virtuous and 
Republican Direftors well know, that the great 
Mandrin at lengtl^ received tha juft rew^fd of 
his crimes. 

* Very well * (fome one will reply), * you have 
demonftrated that the tranfaftions of the 18th 
and 19th Fruftidor were great political crimes; 
but tell us what ought to have been done in the 
critical circun^ances in which we were placed ? 
Tell us what we ought to do, when it clear- 
ly appears that a part of the Legiflative 
Body are about to effect a counterrrevolution, 
and that this part of that legiflature is poflfeffei 
of fo much influence that they wjll carry every 
refolution they fupport, and negative every falu? 
^ry meafure I * 

I reply, 1ft, That they might have avoided 
^is crifis, by more deference and tendernefs 
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towards the Legiflative Body, by fending them 
meflages lefs harfli and imperious, by recalling 
fome of the commiflfariesof the executive powei^ 
af whofe ilI-condu£t thefe reprefentatives ad- 
duced innumerable proofs 5 in fhort, by fliowing 
n more fincere deiire of making peace with the 
foreign powers, for that was the principal caufe 
of the want of confidence in them. They feared 
I that, by giving the Direftory too much latitude, 
efpecially in financial refources, they would avail 
themfelves of thefe merely to prolong the war, 
rather than to bring it to a fpeedy termination. 
It is certain that this line of condu£l would 
have reconciled the greater number of the irri- 
tated reprefentatives, and that the reft would 
have foon blufhed at the fhameful part they had 
been induced to a£t, 

I anfwer, 2dly, that having by their haughti- 
nefs and impudence loft the opportunity of 
adopting this firft mode, which however was the 
beft, the mifunderftanding being at length fo 
gte^t that every one was confcious of the dan* 
ger he fliould individually incur, they^ought 
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f^uiiiy'lo hkve applied thcmfchret to eoncilkt^ 
fy mic^Mfti, The X/^giflative Body had dre^dy 
|elt the p^Qe&ty 6t adopting thefe Aiea&ires^ 
Upd had feAewed their cOirimtttees and their 
cAceftr, and f eiQoved thofe wh6 had abufed the 
I^Mtfidenee repofed in them : the rep?efcntatives, 
who^O^ere the beft known for their good charac- 
ter and their talents, had ventured to oppofe 
all their incidental motion^ which, threw the 
Council of Five Hundred into diforder, £hat it 
^ight cxclufively atte«d to queftions of higher 
importance, and chiefly to the reftoration of the 
finances. Here indeed it iSj, that the grfeateft 
reproach muft i^li on the Ejcecutive Direftory, 
as the fmallett motion on their part would have 
reunited the majority of the reprefentativcs to 
them : but fo fiar from taking this line of conci- 
Jfatory conduft, or even endeavouring to difeq- 
ver what would produce that effcSt^ the Direc- 
tory dreaded left a reConciIiati<»i ihouM take 
place. They laboured witji incredible a^ivity 
daily to augmept the cauffcs of difcontetit and of 
^larm, and were fearful their deeprlaki plqts 
tnd preparations ftiould proye fruitlefe^ J^ 
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(korti they were determined on the execfitkHl^ 
of the gr?od icheme they had ip long been ^ mt* 
dilating in tiitir uri/dom* 

' Ireply> Sdly^ that the evil having once become 
irremediable^ a 20th of June wa$ moit wanted 
than a 31ft of May« The patriotic repre£en« 
tatives then oiight to have prelented an addrefs 
to the people of France^ wherein they (bould 
have demonftrated with energy the continual 
violations of the conftitution^ and proved that « 
part of the councils were detcHnined to fubvert 
it. They ought at the fame time to have dc« 
manded of the Dire&oryi who, like thenii had 
fwom to fupport the conftitution, to afibrd them 
an afylum againft the tyranny of thefe declared 
enemies of the Republic^ to proteft them by 
force, and to provide for their perfonal fecurity 
in their charafter of reprefentatives of the people- 
This proceeding would have been inconteftably 
adopted by a majority of the coimcils, or at 
leaft by all thofe whom the DireSory thought 
worthy. of continuing in it after the 1 8th Frufti- 
ioit. FrQm that moment the Legiflativf B^y 
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^iild not be diflblved : the Direftory could no 
longer have operfttedj or of their own authority 
removed thofe who difpleafed them by the eai^ 
non and the bayonet, forced the reft to delibe- 
xate by t^rfor, and erefted thetti into a revolu- 
tionary tribunal. But, orl the contrary, the ma- 
jority of the reprefentatives would hive fought for 
refuge agkinft the violence of the itiinority, un- 
der the proteaion of an armed fbrce^ that their 
deliberations might be free. The pfublic would 
have feen, oh the one hand, this trife majority, 
with tKe viftory on its fidtf, both in intentidn 
and fentiment ; and oil the other, a pitiful and 
flaked minority, a minority to whom the igita- 
tation which reigned thercf from the beginiiitig 
of the new feflion, wis already imputed. What 
could this minority have done ? . It W6uld have 
been immediately abandoned by all parties, 
its members would have been fhamefuUy dif- 
perfed, and woiild never have re-appeared; 
every citizen would have applauded this confti- 
tutional meafure, the public opinion would have 
rallied freely and without fear around the legif- 
lative body and the Direftory, and if there were 
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among thofe who had been difmiffed any who 
were charged with pofitive crimes, they would 
have been conftitutionally tried by the high na- 
tional court, where they would have been con- 
demned with univerfal applaufe, becaufe the 
eyes of the public would then have been com- 
pletely opened. 

Such would have been their conduft had their 
objeft been the prefervation of their country, 
had not ambition, jealoufy, and revenge been 
the fecret fprings of all their aftions. It would 
then have been unneceffary to have procured 
addreffes from the Army of Italy, it would then 
have been unneceffary to have furrounded Paris 
with the Army of the Sambre and Meufe, it 
would have been unneceffary to have taken the 
command of the 17th military Divifion from the 
brave Hatry to place it in the hands of a mif- 
creant. Thofe whofe views are honeft have 
occafion only to employ honeft means. To pre- 
ferve a good conftitution, we need only fearch 
among its own refources for the means of its 
prefervation ; and to pretend that it cannot be 
Q 
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Javcd from its enemies except by plunging 
into the paths of tyranny, and into the de- 
files of iniquity, is to pronounce its condemna- 
tion : but this conftitutional proceeding did not 
accord with the views of the Executive Direc- 
tory, becaufe that was not the road to the efta- 
blifhment of their Diftatorftiip 3 becaufe they 
could not then have deftroyed all thofe who 
were included in their profcription-lifts ; becaufe 
many of thofe pretended counter-revolutionifts, 
being obliged to decide, aye or no, would then 
have fuddenly opened their eyes, and perceived 
the abyfs to which their blind hatred towards 
their governors was dragging them 3 they would 
have abjured their little paffions, and at length 
emphatically declared themfelves on the fide of 
the patriots. Perhaps a ray of light might 
have darted on them, and the torch of difcord 
bein^ extinguiftied, France would have beheld 
a grand fyftem of reconciliation, inftead of uni- 
verfal mourniitg, and the moft brilliant triumph 
of the conftitution inftead of its utter annihila- 
tion. 
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But it might be faid, " If it was in fa£l the 
will of the majority of the reprefentatives that 
the counter-revolution fhould take place ; thofe 
who, adopting what you have ftated, feparated 
themfelves from the councils, and, were left 
in a minority, would have been coniidered by 
the public as a faftion," 

To this, I reply firft, that even were this pof- 
fible it was not fo on the 18th Fruftidor, fince 
the expurgation made by the Direftory only 
produced the exclufion of about two hundred 
members ; a very great majority therefore, even 
according to themfelves, were for the fupport of 
the conftitution, which, therefore, might have 
been faved by its own, refources, 

But to anfwer every objeflion, let us fuppofe lor 
a moment, that it was the will of the majority of 
the legiflative body thgit the counter-revolution 
fliould take place : then, I fay, not only that infuy- 
reftidn is juftifiable, but that it becomes a duty 5— 
and, can it be thence inferred that I would advife, 
that an aft of the Legiflative Body {bould be paffed 
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which would proclaim a king, or the conftitu- 
tion of 1793, or the outlawry of the members of 
the Direftory? certainly not* But every infur- 
refilion impofes on thofe by whom it is efpoufed 
(efpecially when its partizans are ?my of the con- 
ftituted authorities) two duties, the omiflion of 
which becomes either tyranny or high treafon. 
The firft is to demonftrate to the people, that 
the infurreftion was indifpenfable to the prefer- 
vation of the conftitution, the annihilation of 
which could by no other means have been pre- 
vented. The fecond is to demonftrate, that 
every one whom the revolutionary movement de- 
ftroys was truly and individually guilty. Neither 
of thefe duties were difcharged by the DireSory; 
and the law of the 19th Fruftidor is no other 
than an outlawry (without any juftifiable ground) 
pf a part of the national reprefentation, and of 
the firft magiftrates of the Republic. 

In the firft place, the Direftory might have 
faved the cpnftitution by its own refources, as I 
have already proved; but^ as I have alfo dc- 
monftrated, they were far, very far, frona em- 
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ploying or endeavouring to difcover the means k 
offered to prevent the blow wned at its exift^ 

ence, 

Secondly^ They have not proved liiat each of 
the members included in the profcriptlon was 
guilty; they have not dated any crime againft 
the greater number, nor were their names even 
pronounced previous to their fentence of con-r 
demnation; which, asljuftftated, was no other 
than an outlawry. After fix months elaborate 
f xertion, the chairman of the conmxittee comes 
forward and declares to the council, that he has 
" no proofs to give, that the documents are in the 
hands of the minifters, and that we do not zU 
tempt to prove the exiftence of light" 

But fuppofing it were even as clear as the light, . 
that it was their intention to produce a counter- 
revolution, yet it is not as deaf as the light that 
fuch and fuch individual members were among 
the CQnfpirators; and this wailt of evidence is 
proved by the legiflative body having erafed fe-? 
veral of its members from the lift: hence, it ap-s 
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pears, they were folly convinced that the 
Direftory themfelves were guilty of falfehood, 
or, at kaft, that they were in an error. And 
who can prove that the council would not 
have erafed a ftill greater number had every 
member dared to fpeak, had they not been fur- 
rounded by a military force, or had they voted 
on each individual name by ballot? 

Either proofs exifted againft each of the ac- 
cufed, or they did not; I do not mean legal but 
moral evidence, fuch as would convince every 
kitelUgent and honed man; if there did not, the 
Directory were guilty of an outrage againft the 
national reprefentation ; if there did, they are 
now guilty of high treafon for fuppreffing it. 
For, not only have they brutally violated the 
cohftitution, contaminated it by the poifon of 
their touch, and deftroyed the facred forms which 
gave it, in the eyes of the people, a celeftial dig^ 
nity, but, by the horrid example of condemn^ 
ing men in a mafs, without affigning the grounds 
of accufation, they have fiimifhed weapons to 
Jill thbfe who, in the critical circumftances which 
9 
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they may have themfelves produced, are defirous 
to take advantage of thofe very circumftances to 
profcribe their perfonal enemies. The immortal 
day of the 18th Fruftidor is the archtype of all 
the days of calamity and horror which will fuc- 
ceed it; it will fumifh a juftification to every 
mifcreant who, in future ages, fliall tear the vi- 
tals of his country; yes, it will be an immortal 
day in the annals of crimes ! 

Thus are the Direftory guilty of high treafon, 
even fhould they be poffeffed of real proofs 
againft each individual they have profcribed* 
If not, a worfe alternative remains, and ftill 
more fuperlatively criminal is their condu£l, 
fliould thofe which in faft exift, exculpate the 
accufed and prove them guilty ; or, fliould even 
their own aflertions, as I have ftiown, demon- 
ftrate that they are continually contradifting 
themfelves, and that, even were thefe aflertions 
true, it would be the Direftory themfelves that 
would be chargeable with all the crimes which 
they impute to others. And can any rational 
being believe that, had they been poflefled of 
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proofs^ they would have omitted to produce 
them ? They have produced all they did pof- 
fefs: nor have they fpoken of papers in the 
hands of the minifters but in order to imply 
that they had farther evidence to adduce ; when, 
on the contrary, by their artifice in drawing in- 
ferences from Ac fafts they ftate, and by fup- 
preffing thofe which perhaps might have ex- 
plained or extenuated the imputed criminali- 
ty, they (how that they have omitted no fpe- 
cies of delufion that could favour their caufe. 
But I have watched their duplicity, their in- 
fidious precaution, and their Machiavelian art 
too long, not to affert with confidence that the 
Direftory have no other proofs than thofe they 
have publifhed ; and that ' all that is referved,^ or 
^depofited in the hands of the minijlers^ could only 
ferve to weaken or belie the fafts they have 
afferted. 

What, then, remains to be done ? I do not 
hefitate to declare (nor is it for myfelf I fpeak ; 
the freedom of my language relative to the 
triumvirs is a fufficient proof that I have no de* 
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Ure either to enjoy their indulgence or again tb 
expofe myfelf to their fury) — I do not hefitate 
to declare then, that the perfons profcribed ought 
to be recalled. If their return is not effefted by 
the operation of a law refulting from an emo- 
tion of generofity, it may one day be attended 
with the mod fatal confequences. 

It is impoffible but that the heart of many a 
worthy man, from whom this a£l of tyranny 
was extorted by fhame and terror, fliould be 
corroded with remorfe, and that they ihould 
proteft, as foon as it is in their power, againft 
the outrage in which they had been forced to 
participate. It is impoffible but that the natiotf, 
who are always juft in the end, ftiould not at 
laft punifh the real authors. I do not fay, and 
I am very far from thinking, that the profcribed 
members ought to refume- their feats in the Le- 
giflative Body. This would give birth to new 
calamities. No ! I fay that each of them Ought 
to be reftored to their domeftic circles, as citi- 
zens under the proteftion of the law. The 
public opinion has already pronounced judge- 
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Hient on each of them in particular : it has dif- 
tinguiftied the true criminals, if any there really 
are, firom thofe (at lead nineteen-twentieths of 
the number) whofe minds are pure, and devoted 
to the Republic. The real criminals will live 
deprived of power, and happy in the oblivion 
of their bafenefs- Thofe whofe cond,u£t is irre- 
proachable will not expofe themfelves to cen- 
fure by afferting rights which ftill exift, becaufc 
they have only been fufpended by tyranny, but 
which, if thefe reprefentatives were reftored, 
would be eventually profcribed ; becaufe that 
reftoration might give birth to new troubles. 
When the rights of the whole nation were cover- 
ed with a funereal veil, could their reprefentatives 
complain of the outrage exercifed againft theirs ? 
I am aware of thofe declamatory maxims by 
which it is afferted that we fhould relax from 
none of our rights. Arguments are never 
wanting to juftify the defires of ambition or the 
gratification of revenge. But I am alfo aware 
that ftill better reaf&ns may b^ adduced for the 
f acrifice of fuch paflions, efpecially when that 
fecrifice is indifpenfably neccflary to the tran- 
9 
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quillity of our country. The moft glorious tri* 
umphs are thofe over our own felf-love, becaufe 
they fatisfy it in a manner more afFe£ting and- 

durable^ 

So long as the^Legiflative Body fhall defer this 
meafure, they will prove, either that they are 
ftill under a£tual oppreffion, or> that the new. 
members, who have fucceeded thofe excluded 
on the 1 9th Fruftidor, are afraid their prede* 
ceflbrs fliould claim their feats ; — a littlenefs 
which cannot be attributed to the reprefenta* 
tives of a great nation. 

The Conftitution was violated ; nor can any 
©ne venture to deny it : no one can attempt to 
prove that a crime which is committed is not 
committed. But we muft not perfift in render- 
ing that crime perpetual y it muft not be con- 
verted into an inheritance, paifing from one 
feflion to that which fucceeds it, from one legif- 
lative generation to another. 
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/ tn faO:, there wero two hundred members 
in the Councils who were enemies of the di- 
^£lors, but not * of t^e l^pi^blic. The tyrants 
afFefted to confound the individual h^tfeld of 
which they were themfelves the fole objeft, 
^ith a b9.tre4 for Mberty itfelf. Such, tod, was 
the language of Robe,fpi^rre. His private ene- 
mies were, always thofe of the people, and the 
Katiotial* Convetitioin wa5 but aii ^embly of 
confpirator^. But, on the contrary, to hate 
tyrants is in feft the ftrongcft proof of the love 
of liberty. Manjr of the reprefentatives, no 
doubt, committed an error in not facrificing 
their private animofities ; they did not perceive 
the daiiger to which their imprudence not only 
ffSpofed the common weal, but in which alfa 
they were themfelves involved. 

. I exerted myfelf tq declaim thofe with whom 
I was acquainted} .yet none of them were the 
leading members : none of them appeared to niQ 
to have formed a fyfterti for the deftcuSion of 
liberty. No : they were enlightened, coura- 
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geous, republicans s but, unfprtunately, in 9, 
ftate of exafperation. QtherS;^ it i$ true, at? 
tempted to yifit me, and my door was qpeqt 
iudifcrimiri^tely to all the reprefentatives of the 
people; but there were fome whp were der 
terred by the coldnefs of their reception. Two 
of the latter, addreffed me in an ambiguous 
manner, and a third fpoke expreffly of outlaw^ 
ing the triumvirs. He afked me the efifeft it 
would produce ; the efFe£i:^ faid I, would be to 
reduce us to mere citizens, and impofe on U5 
the duties of infurreftion againft you : from the 
moment that you pronounce an outlawry againft 
a fingle individual, you have anniWIated the 
Conftitution, you are no longer reprefentatives 
pf the people, you are tyrants^^ you are your- 
felves outlaws — a new revolution, a civil war, 
^nd your certain death, are the efFe£ts it will 
produce. This deputy, as may eafily be ima- 
gined, did not repeat his vifit, 

Durijig this period, the generous Direftors were 
^meditating iri their wifdorrC how they ftiould cut 
my throat. They prepared for this aO:, which 
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was fo full of equity> of fidelity, and of honour, 
by the calumnies with which they filled the 
journals ; — they endeavoured to juftify it by the 
moft palpable lies, and the moft glaringly abfurd, 
and blackeft accufations, that could have been 
invented by the mind of man. 

In the mean while, the crifis was approach- 
ing. I might have fecured fome chances in 
my favour, by throwing rnyfelf either into the 
one or the other of the prevailing factions ; but 
I preferred expofing myfelf to almoft certain 
deftruftion, by their concuflfion, and I fhall never 
repent of the line of conduft I purfued. 

When the triumvirs furrounded Paris, with a 
column of the Army of the Sambre and Meufe, 
Hoche came to vifit me. I had with great 
difl[iculty faved his life in the time pf Robef- 
pierre. I had reftored him to liberty immedi- 
ately after the 27th of July. And I had caufed 
the three Weftern Armies to be united in one, 
that he might have the command of the whole, 
t^ecaufe I knew no man, except him, who coul^ 



Digitized 



by Google 



[ 127 5 
terminate the war of La Vexuiee, and of the 
Chouans. All this he knew^ and feemed to 
reproach himfelf with his injuftice towards me, 
and his weaknefs, in fufiering himfelf to 
be feduced into the party he had efpoufed. 
He then gave me to underftand that he w^s 
retained in that party, in fpite of his better 
judgement, by the influence of women : and it 
is certain that the women played a moft a£live 
part in the Fruftidorian Revolution. 

I reproached him with this movement of Ae 
army, which had in no wife been approved of 
by the Direftory; but he replied ^* that he 
could not undertake the expedition againft Ire- 
land without troops." You well know (faid I), 
General, that there are 43,000 men upon the 
coafts ; and of what ufe are thefe numerous 
troops of cavalry that you j^re bringing with 
you ? " They are fome reginients (faid he) that 
I have formed myfelf, and which are extremely 
attached to me," 
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"HocHc i;<ras-a man of great abilities/ and 
^oulA not but be extremely dangerous, by tak- 
ing any party whatever in political afFairs.-*^ 
I am of opinion that his old animofity againil 
Pichegru may have contributed to detemiine 
what line of conduft he would piirfue* For 
the military talents of that officer he affefted 
a great degree of contempt. XKeir rivalfliip 
had commenced at the raifirtg of- the fiegeof 
Landau, when Kchegru (though protefted by 
St. Juft and Le Bas, then reprefentatives of the 
people in the Army of the Rhine, and enjoying 
a great preponderancy) had, however^ given up 
the chief command of the combined armies 
to Hochc (who was fupported by Cofte and 
Baudot, reprefentatives of the people with the 
Army of the Mofelle)* ^ 

At the commencement of the war, Hoche, 
who was then but little known, fent a memo- 
rial to the Committee of Public Safety on the 
means of penetrating into Belgium. When I 
had read this memorial, I faid, in the way of 
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converfation, to the Committee, " Here is a for* 
jeant of infantry v^ho will get forward/' My 
colleagues ftfked me of whom I fpoke. ^' Amufe 
yourfelves," faid I, *' with peruHng that memorial ; 
for, dthou^ you are not officers, it will intereft 
you." Robefpierre took it up, and when he had 
read it faid, " This man is extremely danger- 
ous 5" and I am of opinion it was from that 
rery moment he refolved to deftroy him. 

A ftriking trait of the viUany of the triumvirs 
appeared, when, having furrounded Paris with 
troops from the Army of the Sambre and Meufe, 
they declared that it was I who had given the 
orders for that manoeuvre. They imagined this 
impofture would have an air of probability, be- 
caufe I was charged with the qailitary corre- 
fpondence, and was alfo at that time Prefident 
Qf the Direfloiy, arid Gohfeqiiently had the fig- 
nature of the whole. Hoche myfterioufly exhi-' 
bited a paper figned by me^ and infinuated that 
it was an order fot the marching of the troops^ 
This order had, in faft, firft been folicited under 
the pretext of the expedition againft Irelandi^ 
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cod the applscatbn had- been afterwards renew* 
ed, and fupported by Reubel in particular, un- 
der that of new troubles among the Choua&s« 
But I oppofed it, becaufe I knew that there 
were more troops than were neceflary tin the 
coaft in the neighbourhood of Breit 

In ti£k, it was their intention that Paris fhould 
be furrounde4 with troops, and that it (hould 
appear to be done by my orders. It was only 
when the triumvirs believed they could derive 
credit from their crimes that thefe myfteries be- 
gan to be cleared up, by their own avowal, 
that they had long been meditating thefe grand 
events in their wiJHom, and that for this purpofe 
they had carried on a correfpondence in the 
armief. 

Although terror had at length fo far taken 
pofleffion of the reprefentativea of the people, 
that many of them no longer dared to ileep at 
their own homes, I did not ceafe to indulge 
fome hopes till the very laft moment. I even 
fancied. they had oi^ty fent for Augereau merely 
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as a bugbeaf . I remembered what Reubel had 
told me at th^ time of the firft journey of that 
General, when he had brought fixty ftandardf 
that were taken from the enemy by the Army 
of Italy, ^< He has much the appearance of a 
violent partizanJ* Said Reubel : ^^ What afero^ 
Clous mfcreant / *' To Ae firft part of his re*» 
mark I readily aflented, for his external appear** 
aqce was that of a Marius, and his oftentation 
was hardly to be reconciled with republican 
fimplicity or undeviating probity. But it may 
be prefumed that he rather aded as an ambaf* 
fador with the Dire^ory^ than as one of the 
Generals of the Army of Italy. 

The parade he employed on this occafion would 
not have appeared blame-worthy, had he not, on 
the one hand, carried it to ridiculous lengths, 
and on the other, had not his ambitious views 
been too flagrantly apparent. The gold and thq 
diamonds with which he was covered refembled 
the fpoils of the vanquiflied, and the rings that 
loaded each of his fingers, reminded me of thofe 
which Annibaltook from the Roman knights. 
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I had an opportunity of feeing him in private 
kt my own houfe, where he gave mc a very high 
idea of his military talents. He told me it was 
he alone who direfted the affairs of Italy ; that 
Bonaparte might one day become a good Ge^ 
-neral, but that he was deficient in experience, 
that he had feen him almoil lofe his prefence of 
4iiind in fitu^tions of delicacy, that he had exr 
Iricated him from many dilemmas ; in fhort, that 
it was himfelf who had done every thifig. 

Nor was it to me alone that Angereau fpoke 
with this franknefs relpefting his own merit. 
He talked in the fame ftyle to all thofe who 
would liften to him, and the fycophants who 
filled their journals with fuch uifbounded eulo- 
giums on Bonaparte, fo unworthy of that Ge- 
neral's real merit, at the very fame time pane- 
gyrifed, in the moft fulfome manner, the man 
who was claiming, without referve, all the credit 
pf his fucceflfes. 

In the month of Fruftidor, Augereau was 
fluttered with the e^peSatiohs of a place in the 
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Directory, as the reward of his affiduity in caufing 
tiiofe to fall whole 4eftru£lion was refolved on. 
But in this, not only himfelf, but all the repre? 
fentatives who were defirous of procuring him 
that elevation, were the dupes of the Direftory* 
The triumvirs feared him becaufe he would 
have been too powerful a colleague. He would 
foon have exclufivply enjoyed the popular favour 
by his revolutionary exaggeration^, and his di£? 
organifing propofitions, 

In general, the more igiiorant men arc, the 
more factious they become. This maxim has 
been ftrongly verified in all the national affemi- 
blies, 

Of the triumvirs, Reubel is the only one who 
prcferves a regular plan, or poffeffes any real 
knowfedge -, but he confiders liberty as chimeric 
cal, and impoilible to be eftablifhed, and thinks 
no government can exift but the moft abfolutc 
defpotifm. This maxim is his great rule of 
conduft. Barras is by no means an afluming 
OF conceited man: he knows h^ can acquire 
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eminence only by revolutionunngj and he is al* 
wayi teady to revolutionise^ no matter in what 
manneit or mth what ultimate effeds. In othet 
lefpeds he is highly ariftocratical, that is, an 
enemy of every thing that tends to bring men 
nearer to equality. R^viell^e^ tormented with a 
ihitft of fame^ and directing all of his condud 
,lD that objedy is become a Theophilanthropift, 
as old women who have once been coquettes 
become devotees^ left they (hould be dead to the 
worlds but, provided that this plan did not 
fucceed^ he preferred a£ling as .a tyrant to pre* 
ierving thcL^ reputation of an honeft man^ with 
which he entered on his dire£iorial office. 

I do not, however, well know on what this 
chara&er is founded ; perhaps, on the inclination 
of mankind to be deceived, and to confole them- 
felves for the prevailing of evil, by indulging an 
idea that feme pure minds exift in the world; 
perhaps on that pity^ which a being fo unkindly 
treated by nature, in regard to his perfon, ifl- 
fpires. But, affuredly, there exifts not a greater 
hypocrite,, nor a more immoml man, than Re- 
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Hell^re : and Nature having formed him dif- 
gufting to the fight and fmell, feems to have de^ 
iigQedly cautioned thofe who approach him 
againft the fiaifehood and depravity ofhis heart. 

I (hall ever remember his anthropophagous grin» 
when, a$ Prefident of the Dire£bry, he clofed 
the fitting of the 3d of September which he knew 
would be the laft I Ihould attend. He thought 
that a few hours after^ nothing of me would 
remain but a mangled and bloody carcafs. 
What a hideous fpe£bre he appeared! Ifisncied 
I beheld Charles IX. whto the tocfin of St. Bar- 
tholomew was about to ibund, taking leave tX. 
thofe who were prefently to be murdered by his 
own orders. A poignard feemed to leap 6rom 
every angle of his diftorted countenance ; hid 
head was inclined upon his ihoulders ; his eyes, 
grown almdl opaque^ looked aflcaunce ; the flefli 
on his cheek bones feemed agitated with a c<xi^ 
vulfive motion, and his half-opened lips pro* 
traded forvirards,'as it were, to meet the expe£led 
eup filled with the blood of hk vt£iiin. 
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1 do ndt believe it was without defign, that 
the nighl between the 1 7th and 18th Fru6lidor 
was felefted for the accx>nipli{hment of this 
fcheme, which the coiicertors had fo long medU 
tated in their wifdom. The 17th and 18th Fruc- 
tidor exaftly correfpond with the Sd and 4fh of 
September, the ejioch of the famous maflkcres 
in 1793. Many of thofe who fighalized them^ 
felyes at the firft Septemberizatibn, wfere alfo the 
fecret direftors of the fecond^ and Ikilfully made 
their date^ to coinciddj the better to identify 
ftefe two events. They ve^re defifous of having 
a great number of accomplices, that they might 
make ufe of the fimilitude of the circumftances 
to "divide the power that was concentered in 
themfelves among a great number of individuals^ 
and thus to prevent the public opinion^ which 
continually harrafles them, from^ purfuing them 
cxcluiivelyi 

It is certain, that thefe new Septemberizers 
have identified their caufe with the former, v/ho 
have now pleafed them by adducing the fame 
reafops in juftification of their ponduft, and fliel- 
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tering therafelves under the fame faliis poptili, 
and that it is Impoffible to defend them without 
exculpating the other. If the latter have not 
committed maffacres, it is becaufe they neither 
dared, nor had it in their power. They were 
not fufficiently coniident of the fuccefs of their 
enterprize, and knew they fhould excite too 
much hojror in the people, who had had fuffi- 
cient time to refleft and profit by the experience 
of the paft. But they exercifed their cruelty 
with fuperior refinement, and have created 
an equal , number of unfortunate individuals. 
The perfons profcribed in this fecond Septem- 
berization are viftims immolated to the manes 
of the Duke of Orleans. Hiftory will clafs the 
infatuated Coryphaei of both under the fame ge- 
neral term; it will be confidered as one and 
the fame tranfaftion by thofe who endeavour to 
trace every event to its true caufe. 

Many of the reprefentatives were not aware of 
the infamous part they were made to a6t— -which 
was precifely the fame that the National Conven- 
tion was obliged to perform, when Tallien, in the 
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name of the Commune, came to announce^ that 
France was about to be delivered from her ene- 
mies, and the prifons to be cleared by a univer- 
fal maffacre. The firft Septemberizers had a 
great fource of enjoyment in feeing the number 
of their aflbciates and partizans increafed by the 
acceflion of thofe very men whom, till then, 
they had, at leaft in appearance, pretended to 
(hun. They were defirous, that, in honour of 
the immortal triumph of Fruftidor, monuments 
fhould be erefted to them, and feftivals cele- 
brated on their account, whiph in their orgies 
and fecret councils they would have referred at 
once, to the events of 1793, and thofe of 1797. 
Probably this fecret has efcaped them, and this 
is tht reafon they have adjourned the execution 
of their intentions till a more favourable oppor- 
funity. 

Bonaparte, deceived by falfe reports, irritated 
by the unjuft calumnies continually uttered 
againft him, at length departed from the line 
which his natural penetration had pointed out to 
him* Latterly I law one of his aids-dc-camp^ 
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named La Valcttc, whom he had himfelf intro- 
duced to me in one of his letters. This officer 
came to Paris to inform Bonaparte of the 
fituation of affairs; I had feveral interviews with 
him, in the courfe of which I communicated the 
whole fyftem I was purfuing. He told me, that* 
Bonaparte had formed a veryjuft idea on the 
fubjeQ, and affured me, that General viewed 
things exadlly in the fame light as myfelf; but 
that he complained of my not having written for 
fome time to him. I replied, that my only mo- 
tive waSy that Bonaparte feemed no longer to 
have the fame confidence in me, and that I con- 
ceived he had, at length, partly believed the lies 
propagated relative to me, by the newfpapers, 
cfpecially by thofe which undertook to prove 
that I was his enemy. I added, that I would 
write to him with opennefs of heart, by the firft 
courier that ftiould be difpatched. 

Sometime after this, and I believe fix days 

previous to the 4th of September, La Valette 

came and faid to me, " You may be perfeftly 

^teafe with regard to the cloud you conceived 
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to have arifen in the mind of Bonaparte relative 
to yourfelf ; I have a letter from him, faying, 
that he has written to you by the fame courier, 
that you may rely on his higheft efteem, 
and his warmeft afFeftion ; and that he confiders 
political events precifely in the fame point of 
view as yourfelf" I expreffed to Valette my 
great pleafure at what he communicated, **but/' 
faid I, " the letter has not been delivered/* He 
appeared prodigioufly aftoniftied, and I never 
entertained a moment's doubt but that the little 
hypocritical Reveillere, who was then Pjefident, 
had intercepted it, and that it was kept back by 
this trio fo full oijiddity and honour. 

I was fo convinced that it was impoffible 
Bonaparte Ihould have contributed to 'my pro- 
f^pription, that when, on his way to Raftadt, he 
paffed through a fmall town where I happened 
to be for a (hort time, I was on the .point of 
writing to him to afk for a momentary interview, 
and only waved my intention becaufe I was 
afraid of placing the General himfelf in a deli- 
cate fituation j for it never occurred to my mind 
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to harbour the flighteft doubt of his fincerity 
and generofity. But I fufFered him to pafe, and 
illuminated my windows in common with all the 
other citizens, abandoning myfelf to my reflec- 
tions, which were far from being of a melan* 
choly nature, on the viciffitudes of human life. • 

I rejoiced fome days after at the conduft I 
had purfued, when I was informed, that in his 
paffage through Geneva, Bonaparte had arretted 
a banker named Bontems, merely becaufe he 
was fufpefted of having brought nie from Paris 
to that place, after the event of the 4th of Sep-* 
tember, in order to fave me from Ihe purfuit of 
the Direftory, who had fent out whole batallions 
of troops, accompanied with artillery, to dif- 
cover me in the vicinity of Paris. This fufpi- 
cion had no foundation. In faft, I had never 
feen Bontems at Paris, nor was it to him that I 
was indebted for conveying me beyond the 
frontiers. That unfortunate man, however, re- 
mained fome months in prifon. Such is the 
ftory, as it was related to me by feveral perfons 
who came from Geneva, and who have heard 
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it from his own mouth, when, he added. Bona* 
parte flew into a violent pafiion^ and uttered 
the fevereft menaces, 

Bonaparte was 4^firous of peace, hut tbe 
Diie£t6ry were averfe to it ; and it would have 
been concluded five months fooner, had they 
Veen willing to m^e it on the conditions which 
they ultimately accepted, merely becaufe they 
perceived, that the bell argument that could 
be urged to the peopk, in favour of the 4th 
of September, was that of its having accelerated 
a peace. Hence, they pretended, when the 
treaty was at length concluded, that it wa€ 
the other members of the Direflory who had 
■,hitherto conftantly refufed their aflentj and 
that, on the contrary, they had eagerly en- 
deavoured to procure that blefling for their 
country the moment they were relieved from 
their (hackles. It may be feen in their fub- 
fequent conduft, whether in this pretended 
defire of peace they were really finceie. 
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Of all the modifications of treaties (hey had 
in their power to adoJ)t they have chofen th( 
very worft; and it appears I was miftaking m 
faying, thefe Republican Directors were de* 
firous of oppreffing the Emperor. Far, very 
far, was the Emperor from beirtg 6ppreffed. 
The Preliminaries of Leoben, which could im* 
mediately be converted into a definitive treaty, 
would have been far better without the finalleft 
alterations in them. The ceflion of Mantua 
was ftipulated for that of Venice, and Venice 
Is furely a place of more importance than 
Mantua. Bonaparte had written, that Man*- 
tua might be replaced, as far as regaj|:de4 
the fecurity of the Cifalpine Republic, by 
Pizzighitone, and that the latter had feveral 
advantages over the former. But the Diredory 
determined to keep Mantua, although, by the 
Preliminaries of Leoben, it was ftipulated^ that 
it ftiould be given up ; and this was the only 
objeft that prevented the peac6 from being 
concluded. 

As I was defirous, however, that peace (hould 
be fpeedily Concluded ^ and a^ I perceived their 
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obftlnate determination to keep Mantua ; I pro- 
pofed, one day, a mode, which at the worft we 
might adopt,— to give up Venice in its ftead ! 
and, to that effe£l, I had even prepared a letter 
to Bonaparte ; but they cried out, that it would 
be better to give up Mantua than Venice. 
Here they were right, and I had only propofed 
to give up the lattei becaufe I perceived they 
were obftinately refolved to keep the/ former; 
yet it was Venice they ultimately gave up. 
The letter I had written was thrown into the 
fire 5 but by a fingular cbincidence, Bonaparte 
had foraied the fame idea with myfelf, and the 
next day or the day after we received difpatches 
/ from him propofing to fubftitute Venice for 
Mantua in the Preliminaries of Leoben, adding, 
that with this condition peace would be 
^eedily concluded. They had reje£ted this pro- 
ppfal when it came from me, and they equally 
rejefiled it from Bonaparte. In a word, their 
wifli was to keep bgth Mantua and Venice, 
and, in cafe the Emperor would not acquiefce 
in this point, to refume their arms immediately; 
fuch were the conditions on which thev con- 
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tihucd dirputing five months, and at fheir ex* 
piration chofe the wbrft of the two alternatives^ 

Tlie hiltred fome of the members of the 
Direftoty bore me, efpecially Barras^ took its 
rife from events long anterior to the period 
when it broke out. Barras belonged to a faftion 
which I always held in abhorrence; the fa£tibn 
which attempted to place Oirleans on the 
throne, which, having failed in that defign^ 
began to intrigue for themfelves, and at length 
divided into fubordinate parties -, the one under 
Danton> at the Cordeliers, the other under 
Robefpierre, at the Jacobins, and the Comipune 
of Paris : in a word, he belonged to that fa6tion^ 
which, thopgh at firft fo oppofite to the re- 
publican fyftem, afterwards carried thofe prin- 
ciples to the utmoft extreme of enthufiafm, when 
they perceived that they could by thefe means 
place themfelveS/ at the head of the Republic* 

I was equally the enemy of the Cordeliers^ 
and of the Jacobins, and never could be induced 
tp enter. either of their dens* Though I had 

U 
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titi equal averfion to Danton and Robefpiefref, 
yet, as a member of the Committee of Public 
Safety, I was fuppofed to be a partizan of the 
latter, through its not being known perhaps that, 
in that committee I inceffantly reproached him 
with his cruQlties and his tyranny. 

Barras was of the faftion oiF Danton, ?is were 
the greater part of thofe who have been called 
Thermidorians by way of diftinftion, bujt who 
on the 9th Thermidor (July 27th), independently 
of the danger that threatened them^ and which 
it was urgently neceffary to oppofe, were much 
lefs intent on deftroying one tyrant than on 
avenging another, and re-eftablifhing the tyranny 
of the former in their own hands. And wha 
Avere thefe pretended avengers of humanity? 
They were, in general, the fame men who had, 
deluged Paris, Bordeaux^ and Marfeilles, with 
blood ! 

The great crime of which, in their eyes, 
1 was guilty, was that of having figned the 
arreft of Danton 5 and yet it was a faft. 



Digitized 



by Google 



[ 147 ] 
tliough very little known, that, at the Com- 
mittee of Public Safety, I oppofed that meafure j 
not but that I confid^red this chief of the Sep- 
temberizers as deferving the execratidn of mah** 
kind, but from the motives I ftated to the 
members of the committee, to whom I faid : - 
'^ You are no doubt powerful enough to have 
thofe, whom you may think proper to mark out, 
put to death ; but if you once open the road that 
leads the reprefentatives of the people to the 
fcafFold we (hall all fiicceffively tread the fame? 
path." 'the fignatures, as I explained to the Con- 
vention, did not prove any thing relative to the^ 
opinions of thofe individuals who figried' them, 
but merely that fuch refolutions had paflfed the 
committee, in the fame manner as the fignatures 
of the Prefident and Secretaries of the Legifla- / 
tive Body, or of the Direftory, certify, that 
fuch and fuch laws or refolutions have been 
paffed, riot that they received the aflent or 
concurrence of thofe individuals. They were 
by no means fignatures of confidence, as they 
have been called, but fignatures of form§ pr^* 
fcribed by Jaw. . 
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All the world knew this to be the feft, and 
thofe who were my perfecutors had been a 
thoufand times themfelves examples of fimilar 
iignatures} but they cpllefted all the afts 
figned by me, whether as member of the Com- 
mittee, qr as a reprcfentative in the numerous 
miffions to which I had been appointed, al- 
moft without interruption during eight months ; 
but being unable in all thefe documents to 
find the flighteft ground of accufation^ it be-? 
came neceffary to attribute to me the crimes 
of other menj and, in lieu of confidpring a$ 
^£ls of enthufiz^fm what I had done while 
defending the accufed members. of the com? 
inittee, to put a flop to the carnage of the reprcT 
fentatives of the people, they accufed me of it 
as of an additional crime, I was indebted for 
my prefervation to the courage of ?i few vir- 
tuous men lyho were beypnd fufpicion, and 
who at length, venturing boldly to undertake 
my defence, fofced thofe mifcre^nts tq let gQ 
their prey. 
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But they only deferred the period of their 
Ycngeance to a more favourable opportunity, 
I had had the good fortime at the committee^ 
to contribute to th^ extrication of the Republic 
from its danger by repelling its enemies ^ and. 
the only regompence I obtained was a horrid: 
perfecution. When in the Direftory, I con* 
toributed to extricate it from new dangers^ 
wherein thefe fame villains^ then a6ting as 
faftious reactionaries, had plunged it^ and the 
recompence was my Fruftidorian profcription, 
I well knew that Republics were ungrateful, 
but I did not yet know that the individuals 
who call themfehrcs republicans were guilty 
of fuch bafe ingratitude as I have fince ex- 
perienced. 

If any one deferved to be exiled for having 
given rife to reaction, certainly that reward is 
due to thofe infamous charafters, who, through 
their perfecutions of the prefent republicans, 
and by confounding the innocent yv^ith the 
guilty, while they themfelves were covered 
with crimes, brought about the events of the 
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iSth Vendemiaire* But it is the privilege of 
thefe men always to caufe the puniflunent of 
their owtt crimes to fell on the heads of their 
enemies* Thus^ after having fedoced and mif- 
fed the Parifians by their counter-revolutionary 
manoeuvres; when they perceived that they 
were tfeemfelves about to become the viftlms 
of their own infernal . policy, they mafikcred 
&em with their artillery to punifli thera for 
their credulity. I was then an abfolute nullity 
in the Republic, I rejoined the Legiflative 
Body on the 13th Vendemiaire, to perifli to^ 
gether with them if it wis neceffary'; but I 
was abfolutely deftitute of any (hare in all thofe 
tranfa£tions^ 

I have more than once heard Barras exprefs 
his grief and concern, that there were not enough 
individuals killed in Vendemiaire ; and Reubel, 
who w:as prfecifely of the fame opinion, propof- 
ing one day, when we were in a ftate of great 
pecuniary diftrefs, to levy a forced contribution 
of fixty millions of livres on Paris within four^ 
»nd-twenty-hours: " You mean, then,'* cried I| 
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^' tliat terror and dealh ihould again be the eiv 
der of the day :" — " I wifli they were" fo 5^ 
ready/* replied Reubel: " I never faw but one 
fiiult in Robefpierre, that of being too mild/* 
And Barras repeated his favourite maxim (that 
maxim with which Germain has fince, in other 
terms, reproached him) " We fhould not be in 
this condition if the Parifians had been more fe- 
verely chaftifed in VeiKiemiaire." 

Sieyes having refufed the office of dire£lor, at 
the period when every thing was in £b defperate 
a fituation that the Directory had a difficulty to 
find domeftics willing to enter into their preca- 
rious fervice, the councils turned thek eyes 
towards me* A rumour to this effeft having 
Ipread abroad, the Direftory fent for me, Sieyes,, 
and Merlin, to attend . them. We all three 
attended them together. They oflFered to Merlin, 
the office of Minifter of Juftice ; to Sieyes, that 
of Foreign Affairs; and to me, that of the War 
Department. Merlin accepted the propofal, but 
^eyes and myfelf refufed. I could fcarcelyxon- 
ceive how a fet of men (among whom I knew 



Digitized 



by Google 



[152 j 

I had, at leaft two mortal enemies) would oiflfci' 
me ia place of fuch diftinguifhed eminence ; and 
I have no doubt but their objeft was, to prevent 
me from being placed in the Direftoty: it was 
principally that I might re-eftablifh the affairs df 
the war, that the Legiflative Body Wer6 defirous 
of promoting me to that office ; and had I ad^ 
tepted the office of minifter, the objefl: would 
have been apparently anfwered. A few days 
after, they would have difplaced me from that 
very office, and would, perhaps^ at the lame 
time have accufed me^ the ill-fucceffes which 

were then very probable^ immediately to enfue. 

• 

On my refufal, they named Aubert-Dubayet } 
and it is to be obferved, that it was on me that 
the blame of the incapacity of that minilier was^ 
afterwards thrown J and it was in the newfpa^ 
pers, in the pay of Barras, that the Accufation 
appeared. Though Aubert-Dubayet was full of 
intelligence^ and of courage, he himfelf felt that 
he was not qualified for the office he filled ; and 
be was inceflantly conjuring me to relieve him 
from, this heavy burden. 
9 
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At the oUtfet of their adminiftftitiohi thd t>U 
reftory were furroiftnded with the gretiteft diffi- 
culties; yet, good fortune, and the zealous affi- 
duity and co-operation of the Cbnftituted Au- 
thorities, who were united by tiie ibiiimbii 
danger, fooh feftbred their ftrength : the war Iti La 
Vendee was terminated; the armies refumed 
their original ehthilfiafm; the paper circulation 
difappeai'ed ; thcj free clrfctilatibn of the necel*- 
faries of life, arifin^ ffbm the exertions of the 
mihiftet, Benezecih, reftored plenty to the people ; 
and only dhe teal caufe of inquietude remiiried, 
atifing froth the party of the Anarchifts Who weM 
boldly confpiring, at the cltib o^ the Pahthebh, 
daily challenging the maffactfe of the Legiflative 
Body, and of the Directory, and refolving, by 
every fpecies of drixnes, to re-eftabUfh the cori- 
ftitution of 1795. 

I kiioW not oh what gtouhd it had been Ima- 
gined, that I ftiould efpoufe the party of the 
Anarchilis.. All thofe who had any perfonal 
knowledge of me, all thofe who had obferved 
my conduft at the Cohventjon and ih the miflidni 

X 
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I had difcharged, could not entertain the 
flighted doubt that I was their mortal enemy. 

Neither is my appearance that of a defperate 
Revolutionift. I have known people who, from 
the defcription of me in the newfpapers, ex- 
preffed the greateft furprife on feeing me, and 
would fcarcely believe that I was that terrible 
member of the Committee of Public Safety, that 
afTociate of Robefpierre, Others, who knew 
me before the revolution a carelefs, folitary, 
abfent being, and full of thought; in ihort, a 
kind of philofopher, or rather an original, would 
ftill lefs believe that I had now becpme a cour- 
tier and a friend of kings, or that I, having 
participated in the glory of founding the moft 
majeftic of republics, could afterwards amufe 
my(^Jf with deftroying it. Such inconfiftencies 
weife referved for the fublime members of the 
Executive DireSory, that is, for the very men 
who beft knew the contrary. 

Be this as it may, the Direftory could then 
difcover no other means of fafety than (hutting 
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up the Club of the Pantheon^ which Bonaparte, 
who commanded the 1ft Military Divifion, was 
appointed to execute that very night. 

But the Anarchifts were not to be difcou- 
raged. Every day fome new attempt was made 
by them ; but they were only difperfed, and no 
one marked out for punifliment. Their impu* 
nity increafed their courage; with them we 
were in the fame fituation as an antagonift in a 
duel who only parries the weapon of his ad- 
verfary, without attempting to wound him in 
his turn. However unfkilful this adverfary may 
be, he is certain at length to kill his enemy. 
Thus likewife would the Republic infallibly 
have funk, had not Babocuf and his accompli- 
ces been arretted 5 a meafure which ftruck ter- 
ror into the hearts of thefe mifcreants, and ef- 
fefted their difperfion. 

This reminds mp of a remarkable anecdote. 
One of thofe men, whom it is attempted to in- 
volve in all the fchemes and plots which fo ra- 
pidly fucceed each other for the deftruftion of 
X 2 
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the Government, waited oh me one moAilng 

after the ?rr?ft of Baboeuf He was a fhoe- 

maker, and explained to me the manner in 

which thefe intrigues were carried on by the 

journeymen of his tra^^. I or4ered fomc break- 

faft for him, and made him tallf freely of ^very 

^hing he kne^, and among other cufious obfer^ 

vations, "Jl/y God^'' faid he, " Citizen Caniot^ 

how much I was aj^onijked at what you have 

^one againj Babwuf, I tkotight you a Brutus'* 

All in good time, replied I, Fram this I per^ 

ceived that this cjafs of focjety had been purpofely 

lilled with fuch wild ideas, th^t with them 

every conftitutipn, every law, and every govem^ 

pient whatever, appeared an myafion of liberty, 

every man in office a tyrant, and every one 

who propofed to kill them, efpecially if he un^ 

^ertook the office hipifelf, 9.S ^ Brytus, 

The Directory did not without jealoufy pb- 
fbrve that the man whom they had taken fUch 
pains toreprefent as the proteSorof anarchy was 
the very perfon who had given it fo fev^re a blow. 
Put they were-(lill more irritated againft m^ after^ 
Vrards, when they found it convenient to make 
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me p^kioi a RoyalHt for having arrefted Duy 
nan, Brottier, and Livilljshettrnois« Certainli^ 
thofe w^re i\ot dieferving to be called ^npid, 
who inv^ntwl the ftory, that I was the accom* 
plice of the^ agents of Louis XVIII. ; I, who 
had fo long been tracking them out, and had 
ultin>ately caufipd them to be arrefted and 
brought to trial» while the republican directors 
(ufFered thefe fame agents to be a£ting almofl: 
under their own eyes, without harbouring the 
leaft fufpicion of them, 

This confpiracy, however, of the agents of 
Louis XVIIL was by no means a matter of fmall 
importance. Their trial, fays BaiUeul, had 
brought every thing to light. This is an important 
confeffion. It was I, then, who arretted the very 
perfons that brought every thing to light. But 
have they brought to light, honeft Bailleul, 
that I was their accomplice ? From' my having 
arrefted both Duverne and Baboeuf, it might 
perhaps be inferred that I was equally the ene- 
my of royalty and of anarchy. They argued„ 
hawever, on- wifer grounds ; becaufe I arrefted 
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Duverncy I Mras the accomplice of Babo^nfj 
^dbecmufe I aixefied Babd^uf, I was the ac^ 
compUce of Duvenie : but thofe who arrefted 
no tnan^ were the accomplices of no man; 
fliofe who fufFer every faction to continue, be- 
J<Mig to no faftion 5 thofe who profcribe rcpub- 
ITcans that are free from reproach, are the true 
patriots; thofe who tear the focial compaft, 
are the firm fupporters of the conftitution ; 
thofe who enflave the people, are the beft friends 
of liberty^ thofe who carry on wars of exter- 
mination, are the (incere lovers of peace ; and 
thofe who bring about Frufticlonan Revolutions, 
ve the faviours of their country ! JF^ do not 
feek to fnvve the exigence of light, 

Cochon and Malo contributed as much and 
more than myfelf, to deleft and defeat th^ 
agents of Louis XVIII, But Louis XVIII, has 
been amply revenged by the republican direc^ 
torsj who hav^ profcribed both Cochon and 
Malo, The worthy, the virtuous, Minifter, Co, 
.chon, a thoufand times more aftive, more cou- 
rageous, more republican^ than all our Bepub" 
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Ucan Directors^ was the ban who difcovere4 
to the Dbeftory the whole hiftory of the coterie 
ies fih legitimes With wfaidfi Baillettl has deco« 
rated his teport. All the details he fa^ given 
are borrowed from the papers feized by the 
agents of Cochon. 

If^ however, we Men to Bailleul) it was to 
their own penetration that the Direftory was in- 
debted for all diofe difcoveries. No, Bailleul, 
the penetration of the Direftory difcovcrs only 
imaginary confpiracies ; they can find no real 
plots; but in revenge Aofe they difcover *m 
their wifdoni are fo clear, that it would be 
^feebly to apprehend^ their intentions to aflc for 
proofs! What does it fignify who perilh in 
a great convalfion, whether they are the inno« 
cent or the guDty ? Have they not, in all 
events, accomplifhed their objeft; have Aey 
not dfeftroyed their enemies ^ are they tiot piof^ 
feifed of the di£tator{hip ? I have already t>V 
ferved, that it was the peculiar talent cf the 
Orleans fa&ion (the remains of which are now 
intriguing for themfelves, and arc &e true 
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authors of the Fru^idorian revolufion) to ap« 
propriate to themfelves the fruits of the labours 
of others^ and tihen to caufe the puniihment 
of their own crimes to fall upon their heads. 

It was the alarming confplracy of Baboeu^ 
and the imminent danger incurred by the pub- 
lic weal through the diiTolution of the Legion 
de Police (a danger which few were able foUf 
to appreciate), that at length convinced me 
of the peceffity of difplacing, from, every office 
of truft> diat crowd of immoral and incorrigible 
beings^ who fpread diforder, difcontent, and 
terror, into every comer of the Republic. To 
the appointment of fome of thefe I had ihyfelf 
at firft contributed } not to the nomination of 
thofe whom I confidered as unprinciplfed vil* 
lains, but only of thofe whofe minds were 
inflamed with enthufiafm : arid this I did as 
much with a view to diminifh the mafs of 
thefe inflammable elements at Paris^ as with 
a hope of feeing men, who had beeh mifled, 
return to the principles of moderation, and fiiv* 
cerely abjure a fyftem which had been the 
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caujfe of fo many evils. But I foon pefceived 
that^ although fome of them faithfully returned 
to the good path^ the majority endeavoured to 
employ the advantages they had obtained to 
throw every thing into confufion* 

It was at that period^ too, that I began to 
perceive ftrbng oppofitions in the Direftory.— 
Reubel IvaS conftantly the protcQor of men ac* 
cufed of plunder and dilapidation, Barras of at-* 
tainted and ruined nobles, and Reveillidre of 
unprincipled priefts. Whenever a depu&tion 
from any of the departments folicited the place 
of Commiffary or Receiver, for any particular 
individual whofe charafler, probity, and abili- 
ties they warranted, they began to calcidate 
the number of votes ; and if there were eight 
or nine deputies fpr granting the recjueft, and 
one or two for its reje£tion, it was negatived 
without farther examination; becaufe they had 
laid it down as a maxim, that the majority 
of the Councils were royalifts* 
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Reubel very often expreffly declared this prcH 
^fition as certain & He had memorandums rela* 
tive to almoft every member of the Legiflative 
Body ; he collected, all he could learn concern* 
ingthem^ no matter from what quarter^ >^hich 
he carefully laid by and arranged in the pigeon- 
holes of his bureau : and thus he was fumiihed 
with a magazine^ by which he could involve in 
whatever confpiracy he pleafed^ all thofe reprefen- 
tatives of whom he wiftied to rid himfelf . I here 
forewarn Joiurdan that there are fome of thefe me- 
morandums particularly dire6led againft him ; I 
have heard Reubel positively declare that Jourdan 
was a traitor. This man was the principal 
caufe of his difguft^ and obliged him to aflc 
leave to retire, * 

Moil of the other celebrated generals of the 
Republic were equally noted dow^n by him as 
traitors. Kleber, in particular, was the obje£l 
of his declared hatred. Yet- that General has 
fince refumedhis poft} becaufe, no doubt, they 
took advantage of the opportunity to perfuade 
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him that I was the author of his difgrace i 
whereas^ on the contrary, it was I who (though 
unable to prevent it) endeavoured to foften it a^ 
much as poflible, by a letter which- I wrote in 
the name -of the Diredory; expreflive of their, 
regret at lofing ^n officer of fucbdiftinguifhed 
merit: I am convinced the DireQory Would 
not have fuffered this letter to be fent to hirii^ 
had they read it; but they figned it confident 
tialljf. In , Ihort, with regard to every man of 
eminence in the Kepublic, in any way what^ 
ever, I never heard any language fo conform- 
able to that of Robefpierre, as that of Reubel; 
nor did I ever perceive fo conftant a defire to aur 
nihilate every one who had acquired reputatioa 
by his fuperior merit. 

He appeal's fully convinced that probity and 
civifm ate abfgjutely incompatible. He Canndt 
conceive how a man of unblemifhed chafafter 
can have been induced to take a part in the re- 
volution. One day, when I made foMe re- 
marks on the undifguifed extravagance of Mer^ 
lin of ThionviUe^ after the time of the famous 
Y2 
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furrenderof Mentz, where he was fent, toge- 
ther with Reubel, a reprefentative of the' people, 
although this fame Merlin had declared at the 
Convention that he had no property but his fa^ 
lary as deputy, Reubel inftantly changed colour; 
yet no man is in general fo well able to com- 
mand his features. Some days after he faid, as 
if without defign, ^* that Merlin of Thionville 
is a rafcal, and I have told him as much ; for he 
fpends twenty-five Ipuis a-day at the Mount 
Calvary. I have long been his friend, becaufe 
I thought him an honeft man, but now I have 
broken vnih hjm." In faft, however, he has 
not broken with him at all, and has never ceafed 
to maintain the. moft intimate connexion with 
him, 

In Reubel the thirft of power is infatiable. At 
the time when lots were dravni to determine 
which of the dire&or§ ihould go out, his fight 
was fo confufed when he opened the fatal ticket, 
that although it was in his favour, he read that 
it was agamft him, and the words. It is /, ^f» 
caped him, making at the famQ time a motion 
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of his body cxpreffive of his concern. Thefe 
words I heard with perfefl: diftin£tnefs^ becaufe 
I ftood clofe to him, and have often joked him 
on the fubje£t ; nor did he deny this, faft. 

As to Barras, I have already (aid that he was 
the protestor of the nobles ; and this is not the 
}efs true for his apparently declaiming againft 
them. He fccretly endeavours to procure the 
re-admiflion of the titled emigrants, and has 
always fome marquis or knight to propofe for 
every vacant place ; but then they are always 
marquifles or knights who defpifed the advan* 
tages of dieir birtfi even under the old go- 
vernment. It is certain that Barras is an Arifto- 
crat, and that the name of patriot, which is 
conftantly in his niouth, is with him but a 
means of acquiring influence and power* 

After the aflEair of Grenelle, Barras being 
publicly accufed of not coming forward in the 
defence of tfie Direftorial Palace, caufed it to 
be inferted in fome o( thd journals, that he 
had appe^ed on that opcafion, and thus left 
9 
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the truth quite uncertain^ that he might be able 
afterwards to affert <jr deny it as might beft 
fuit his purpofe. The faft is, that neither he, 
Reubel, nor ReVeillere, made their appearance. 
Afterwards, however, they purfued this aflPair 
with much more warmth than I, who have al- 
ways been of opinion that no influence ought 
to be exercifed over the tribunals^ when taking 
cognizance of any affair whatever, Reveillere, 
to whom I went myfelf to apprize him of the 
danger, as foon as I was informed that the infur* 
gents were marching to the Direftorial Palace, 
and were within a Hone's throw of the gates^ faid 
** that he would leave th6 bufinefs to Le Tourr 
neur, and myfelf, who were military, men."— 
When the infurgents knew that we were pre- 
pared fpr them they changed their route, and 
went to the camp of Grenelle. Barras and 
Reubel excufed themfelves the next day, by 
faying they were out of town, becaufe they 
were not apprifed of what was paffing/ But I 
pm of opinion they were out of town becaufQ 
they w^re apprifed of it. 
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Thus theypurfued the fyftem they uniformljr 
adopt, of letting other men B.Gt in all cafes o£ 
danger, and then attributing " the fuccefs to 
themfelves, or throwing the blame on others. 
When feveral perfons came, on the fidUowing 
day, to give us an account of what they had 
witneffed of them, one told us that Tallien, and 
fcveral others of the Orleans faftion, had been 
waiting on the banks of the river to fee the re* 
liilt'of the attack of the Camp of Crenelle, and 
that as foon as they learnt that it had failed, 
they difperfed and took flight* Barras, who 
lived in habits of intimacy with Tallien, thought 
it might be better for him to feparate their ap- 
parent interefts, and therefore began to abufe 
and calumniate his friend. He faid, *'that if 
there were five hundred confpiracies, Tallien 
would be concerned in them all/ 

Thefe two execrable men were united, not by 
the bonds of true friendfhip, of which upright 
hearts alone are capable, but by an emulation 
in cruelty; They had equally praftifed the moft 
atrocious^ barbarity j they had equally bathed 
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themfelres in human blood— the dne at ^f ar- 
feilles> the other at Bordeaux. To defend myfelf, 
in cafe of need^ againil the intrigues of their fac- 
tion, when they profecuted me with fo much fury, 
I had extraftdd fbmef {mrts of their letters to the 
Committees of Public Safety during theif miffions. 
It is impoflible to conceive any thing mora ter- 
rible than thefe writings. All that has been yef 
publifhed relative to them, giVes but a feeble 
idea of the horrid language which I literally 
extrafted froni their correfpondence. This 
curious correfpondence has fallen into the hands 
of the guilty. It was among the papers which 
were taken from me. 

I Well know that the regret whifch the trium- 
virs felt, at having failed in their defign to have 
me affaffinated on the night of the i7th of Fruc- 
tidor, arofe from a hope, that by my death 
they would have prevented the expofure of their 
crimes. -~A body of affaflins had been polled at 
a back gate of my garden, whom the guard of 
the Direftory, by my orders, commanded to re- 
tire, and they obeyed when they found that they 
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were difcovered. A few minutes previous to 
the departure of the detachment, who were ap- 
pointed to arreft me^ an aid-de-camp was dif- 
. patched to know if I was ftill at my houfe ; 
where I certainly was, and quitted it but at the 
moment when the guard entered the apjirtments. 
The Luxembourg was, as it were, invefted by 
aJarge body of troops, fupported by artillery j 
but I deceived the vigilance of the affaflins, by 
availing myfelf of a fecret paffage of which they 
were ignorant. I heard the difcharge of the 
alarm gun, juft as I had (hut the laft door through 
.. which I was to pafs ; and, with a piftol in each 
hand, I wandered for three hours about the city, 
and took my way through bye ftreets, in order to 
avoid the detachments of foldiers which had 
been augmented on that occafion, and that I 
1 might, at length, reach the afylum where I fled 
I for fafety. Reubel could not exprefs the vio* 
, lence of his anger at the officer who carried the 
order of arreft ; and Barras was fo inconceiv* 
I ably bafe, as to accompany the foldiers who 
were ordered to feize the feeble Barthelemy, 
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On the 19th, when the council excepted froin 
the profcription certain reprefentatives, and 
among others Doulcet, the Directory addreffed a 
fceiy infolent meflfage to the Council on that oc- 
icafion, who, recovered from its firft impreiTions 
of terror, refufed to change Us determination. 
This meffage is well known. It was then the 
lipiriion of Reveillere, that Doulcet fhould be 
hflaflinated. To fay the truth, give that man 
liut an opportunity to do any thing, and be will 
foon find the means of doing it. 

At length, they celebrated their immortal la- 
bours by public rejoicings, in which nothing 
ihras wjahting tp complete their feftivity but to 
drink their intoxicating beverage out of the 
fculls of their enemies. At Rome, no triumph 
x^^s evef known to grace the victories that 
afdfe piit of civil difcord. They were events 
which the Rqman citizens contemplated with 
fdrrpw and mourning. 

Thp pen drops from my hand, in writr 
jng this afFeding narrative V and in reHefting 

" § ■ ■ 
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ori the raonfters to whom France Is aban- 
doned; Thefe hiisfortuhes, great as they may be^ 
are not^ howeverjof a nature to make the friends. 
of liberty defpair, nor to prevent the legiflators 
from preparing for their fellow citizens the means. 
of future profperityj Above all things they« 
ought to give their attention to the reftoration of 
the finanees, and the (lability of the laws,. 
Every one feels the abfolute iieceffity of form- 
ing inftant regulations for the firft ; andj it is time 
that a due regard Ihould be paid to the fecond; 
the rights of property alfo fliould no longer be 
uncertain ! A fecure pofleffion can alone make 
agriculture flourifh ; attach the citizens^ by the .: 
tranquil enjoyment of their property^ to the . 
country which protefts them, and caiife the lovef 
of the Republic to become the fovereign paflioii 
of every breaft; 

In the fame tnaniier, when the oJ3ligation8 
^annexed -to the ftate of every citizen are re- 
duced to a Iraall number of fixed atid fimple 
duties, every Dne will conform to them vsrith, 
pleaiurCj from the readinefs with which he 
' Z2 
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eomprehends them ; and rearing his children iti 
the pra£iice of them, will infenfibly form ta 
himfelf a. fyftem of public morals, which, iden- 
tifying itfelf with the exiftence of the nation, 
will fix its chara£tef, and fecure its duration. 
Hence it is, that all the great legiflators have 
difcovered lefs inconvenience in an imperfeft 
but fixed code of laws, than 'in more perfeft 
fyftems, which, from the circumftances around 
them, are liable to change. The beft govern- 
ment is that which is obeyed from habit and 
education, and not from the influence of vary- 
ing inftitutiotis : in one word, that in which 
thofe who govern have the leaft to do ; as 
that clock is the beft, which requires the leaff 
attention from the artizan. But the grand error^ 
of the greater part of thofe who are placed 
at the head of public affairs, is, a very general 
opinion, that they would be of no ufe, whatever^ 
in their ftations ; and that the bufinefs of the 
ftate would not proceed^ if^ on every occafion 
and at every moment, their influence and in- 
terference was not perceived or felt, Univerfal 
toleration, and a calm promulgation of the 
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laws,- are the mod certain means of rendering 
a people contented, and preventing revolutions. 

Allow every thing which can be allowed, 
without diffolving the bonds of focicty, or giving 
up all pretentions to freedom : fuch an arrange- 
ment will perhaps beget, in the beginning, a 
tendency to diforder ; but, in a (hort time, and 
by degrees, every one will take his natural 
pofition, and the Ibcial body will become more 
compaft and united; becaufe you will have 
fubftituted the ties of nature for thofe of law. 
This is a doftrine which defpots cannot com- 
prehend; and they are fo fuccefsful in propa- 
gating their errors, that thofe who wifli to fee 
liberty eftabliflied in its greateft latitude are 
precifely thole who are diftinguiflied by the 
titles of' ariftocrats and royalifts. The Gothic 
King Theodoric was, in this particular, far lefs 
a Goth than our republiqan direftors. 

It is faid, that France is more tranquil than it 
was before Fruftidor. It may be fo, but if 
we fuppofe for a moment, that the triumvirs 
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govefri with as much fuccefs as Oftavius, after 
he was Emperor, or Cromwell when he was 
ProteftoFi would they be lefs the oppreffers of 
their country ! They might be compared to the 
hunter, who having taketi a wild elephant 
endeavours by kind treatment to i-ecoricile him 
to the flavery to which his future life is devoted* 

m 

The ufurpatioii of pbWer cannot be juftified 
even by the beft employment of it ; otherwife^ 
any one who (hould fuppofe himfelf more ca- 
pable of governing than another would have a 
right to deftroy him, and affume his' place^ 
as well as to fiibftitute his will as fuperior to 
laws and tribunals, from the imperfeftion of 
the one, the delays of the other, and the abufes 
inleparable from all human inftitutions. And 
as a concentrated power appears to poffefs a 
greater' degree of ftrength, aind more rapid 
execution, than that which is derived from a 
Conftitution; the government of an ufurper 
Will wear, for fome time, the femblanc^ of 
fuperior advantage, though in fafl:, it is noiking 
more thap the prelude of lafting flavery- 
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If it were neceff^ry to examine whether, in 
what relates to the acjminiftration of public 
affairs, the confe<]|uences of the 18th Fruftidor 
have been beneficial, it woulcj be very eafy 
to prove the contrary. Jt would be very eafy 
to make it appear, that a fyftem of diffipation 
and wafte has prevailed, inftead of a fyftem of 
econpniy and reformation; and that to give 
fome degree of eclat to public meafures, thofe 
refpurces which had been accumulated with fo 
much care have been moft extravagantly con- 
fumed. The Directory has oftentatioufly reaped 
the fruits which others had fown, and has 
itfelf planted brambles for its fucceffors. I an^ 
perfuaded that, without engaging in war with 
any of the great Powers, our armies will find 
themfelves reduced at the end of the campaign 
Jo one half, both as to their numbers and equip-* 
ments ; while the great Powers, on the contraiy, 
have availed themfelves of the opportunity to 
recruit their forces. The embarraffed ftate of 
the finances is flill greater, notwithftanding the 
increafe of contributions, the large fums which 
have been drav^rn from foreign countries, and[ 
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tlie fuppreflion of payments at home. The 
commercial fpeculations, which were in fuqh a 
(late of aftivity before Fruftidor, are annihilated ; 
inftead of a general peace, which might have 
been concluded, evei^ channel of honourable 
accommodation has been fliut up; by fwearing 
to proceed in a war of extermination with the 
Englifli nation ; in rufliing into a whirlpool of 
political circumftances, which may engender 
new coalitions againft France, raife up new 
enemies m different parts of the world, and 
may throw a doubt upon the political charafter 
of the Republic, which had been fo honourably 
acknovvledged ^y every power. No excufe 
can be found for continually, and without the 
Ipaft neceflity, rilking the ftrength of our country, 
as at a game of chance, though we fhould be 
always fuccefsful. He who (hould veft his 
whole fortune in a lottery muft be confidered 
as an idiot, and I (hould not confider him 
with more favour, though he (hould be a gainer 
in the weafe and hazardous enterprize; efpe- 
cjally i£ he were to continue his folly : but if 
this fortune flioyild not be his own, and that 
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he fliould poffefs. nothing more than the ad- 
miniftration of it ; and if inftead of increafing it 
gradually by prudent means, and employing its re* 
venues for urgent neceflities, he Ihould expend 
it at the gaming table, I (hould then accufe 
him not only of folly, but breach of confidence, 
and treafon. 

With refpeft to the obfervation which has 
been already made, that France is faid to be 
more tranquil than it was before Fruftidor, it 
becomes us to confider what is the nature of 
that tranquillity : Does it arife from ftupor or 
fecurity ? Is it the repofe of a fpring^in a ftate 
of compreflion, or free to move ? Is it the filence 
of citizens who never know whether they are 
the objefts of love or hati:;ed, fubmitted as they 
are to the authority, which is fuperior to laws ?-^ 
or that calm in" which the heart is difpofed to 
dilate, from a confcioufnefs that it is prote£ted 
by the laws againft the caprices of arbitrary 
power. With refpeOt to the tranquillity produ- 
ced by oppreffion, we know it to be the natural 
effeft of defgotic government, which is always 

A4 



Digitized 



by Google 



[ 178 ] 

more .tranquil than that of a republic. Athens 
is at this day in a more peaceable ftate, than in 
the time of Themiftocles. Rome enjoyed a 
greater degree of quiet under the Tarquins^ and 
under Sylla, than at the firft eftablifliment of 
the tribunes. There is more tranquillity in a 
dungeon, than in a public fquare. But is France 
more happy now than ftie was before Fruftidor. 
I declare the reverfe'. But fliould I be miftaken, 
the people muft be .happier under a defpotic 
government (for that of the Direftory is more 
<lefpotic than any which has hitherto exifted) 
than under that of a republic. This, however, 
lis the fyftem of Reubel and of all the Royalifts, 
They only differ refpefting the nature of the 
monarchy ; the latter wifh it to - be hereditary, 
while Reubel is anxious that it fliould be elec- 
* tive, provided that the choice fliould fall upon 
himfelf. 

^e are compelled, therefore, for the honour 
^ven of the Republic, to believe that the people 
now fufFer more than fhey fuffered before Fruc- 
tidor; but every citizen h obliged to concen- 
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trate his grief > and fince the liberty of the prefs 
has been deftroyed, no means are poffeffed of 
giving vent to it. Nay, if he dares to make 
his complaints known in his diftrift, he would 
be inftantly dragged before the agents of the 
executive power, loaded with irons, and aban- 
doned or put to death, as a counter-revolutionift. 
If he fliould be bold enough but to claim, even 
in a whifper, his rights as a republican, he wduld 
be profcribed as a royalijt. In a free country, 
the fufFering is fmall and the outcry gteat, while, 
on the contrary, under a tyrannical government, 
the fufFerings are great and the complaints arb 
flender. Such is the difference between the 
epoch which preceded the 18th Fruftidor, and 
that which has followed it. 

Before Fruftidor the public agitation Was ex- 
treme, becaufe a divifion had takeh place be- 
tween the two higher conftituted authorities. 
Such are the ftorms which niuft be expe6ted iti 
democratic governments. There were two 
tnodes, howiever, of tranquillizing this agitation 
iK^hfeh preftrited tbemfelVes: that 6f coiicilia- 
A^ 2 
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tion, by the fentiment of patriotifm and a fenli 
of common danger, which would' not intrude 
. upon their refpeftive powers, was fuited to the 
republican fyftem, and eftablifhed confidence in 
the focial compaft. 2dly, The other was, that 
one of thefe authorities ftiould crufli the other; 
and this the Executive Direftory, which had the 
power in its hand, thought' proper to adopt.— 
It not only refufed to attempt the firft mode of 
fettling the exifting differences, but manifefted 
an unfurmountable reluftance, and repelled with 
fcorn every advance that was made on the oc- 
cafion. And what has been the refult of fuch 
a conduft ? A monarchy vefted in five perfons. 
Nor can we fail to remark, that the men who 
have formed this monarchical fyftem, the new 
motiarchs themfelves, as well as thofe who. did not 
bluih to be their humble agents, who called them- 
felves republicans, are the very perfons who h^ve 
denominated others royalijis, and under that 
chara£ter have profcribed and baniflied them. 

Thus it has been, and thus it will -ever be, 
whc:fi fimilar circumftances happen in the world. 

6 
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it would be too dangerous to tell the people^ - 
that they are about to be deprived of their li- 
berty ; and it has ever been the policy of ty- 
rants, to affure them that they would break their 
chains afunder, at the very moment when they 
were about to add to the weight of them.— • 
Oftavius would not abolifli the name of repub- 
lic. England was denominated a republic under 
the oppreffion of Croniwell ; and never was the 
title of republic fo fearfully refpe6led in France 
as under the revolutionary government. At this 
moment, not only in France, but in Switzer- 
land, in Holland, at Rome, Genoa, and Milan, 
nay, in every part of Europe where the Direc- 
tory governs openly or fecretly, by its procon- 
fuls and armies, is not every one compelled, from 
fear, to affirm that he is free ?— TThe time may 
be approaching, when men, while they are • 
roafting alive, fhall be compelled to declare ROX0 
happy they are s like the favages, who glory ixy 
partaking of, and even furpaljing, the joy of 
thofe who are mangling their bodies, as a pre- 
paration for eating them. 



Digitized 



bTGoogle 



[ 182 ] 
And who are they whom we muft coiifider 
as the real friends of royalty^ if they are not 
thdfe who force us to regret the departure of 
it by their own tyranny ? And who are the de- 
cided enemies of the republican - government, 
but thqfe who ftrive to render it odious?— 
Since words alone arc of oo value, it is expe- 
rimental happinefs which the people require. 
If they are wretched in a republic, they will 
demand a monarchy.*— If they are made to be- 
lieve that a republic ofFei^ nothing but a per- 
petual ftat^ of felf-denial; that it is a govern- 
ment where juftice is adminiftered by cannon- 
balls, and where it is difpenfed with when any 
one cuts the throat of a royalift ; where fear is 
the univerfal principle of a£lion ; where natural 
affeftions are ^eaknefles, and the prejudices of 
education are confidered as crimes ; where de- 
corum and good faith are ridiculous, and a wift 
for tranquillity a breach of public duty ; where 
liberty confifts in a right; to opprefs, and the 
character of the government is violent and arbi- 
trary J I fay, if fuch a defcription of a ^ republic 
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IS offered to the people, — ^they will demand a 
monarchy. 

Such, alas, is the falfe but miferable opinion 
which the greater part of the French nation 
have been brought to adopt. — ^Examine then, 
particularly in the country, and you will now 
difcover that each of them has quietly formed 
a diftinO: and two-fold arrangement of his fel- 
low-citizens. In one of thefe claflfes, he places 
thofe who are gentle in their manners, of peace* 
able difpofition, very fufceptible of alarm, but 
regular in their lives, and fupporters of good 
order, and thefe he will defcribe as Ariftocrats, 
In the other — ^he arranges all thofe whoie qua- 
lities appear to be infenfibility, effrontery, luxu* 
rioufnefs, calumny, and impiety 5%nd he names 
them Patriots. — ^Such will be almoft univerfally 
the confequence of fuch an examination. 

He revolts within himfelf at the idea of a 
Republic ; but it is becaufe he is deceived ; it 
is becaufe, in the republic which is offered to 
his adoption, he; beholds all the vices of monar* 
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chy : .and thus forming a,|^opinion of the latter, 
^diametrically oppofite to its real chara£ter, he 
attributes to it all the advantages which belong 
only to the former. Hence it is that the people, 
who are naturally republicans, appear to long 
for monarchy, when they are only agitated with 
the defire of improving their fituation, and of 
enjoying the benefits which the republican com- 
paft had prpmifed them. It jvill ever prove a 
fruitlefs attempt to tear from our nature that 
inftinft, by which man perceives that he has 
a principle of reciprocal benevolence within 
him that is pre-exiftent to all human inftitutions, 
by which he fympathizes in the happinefs and 
mifery of his fellow-creatures. He is fenfible 
that if this principle, which is the law of nature, 
ceafes to exift, fociety itfelf would be inftantly 
diflblved, or would poffefs but a precarious 
being unjier the terror of defpotifm ; he per- 
ceives that all the , pofitive laws mull re^unitc 
themfelves to this balls as to their natural root j 
that their genuine objeft is to augment the in- 
herent difpofition and efficacy of this principle, 
jmd'to complete, with a bolder line^ that happy 
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(ketch of riaturcj under the fanftion of cufioms^ 
and ufeges. Th^ legiflator; who lofesf fight of 
this objeft, commits every thing to chance, and 
runs counter to his principal defign, when, in- 
ftead of enforcing, he weakens this principle, 
tod fubftitute^ in its place a fyftem of fallacious 
independence and egoifm ; for egoifm is a lead- 
ing principle in political divifion, in fovereignty, 
and monarchical power ) while reciproed bene- 
volence is, on the contrary^ . the bafis of that 
national equality which fohns the fimple founda^ 
tion of liberty^ which fecures the property of 
every individual by the protcftion of all the reft, 
and is^ in one word, the genuine principle of a 
Republic - 

m 
There never was a king who made fuch an 

oftentatious and tjrrannical difplay of kingly 

power as each . of our - republican direftors ; 

never did any monarch equal them in watching 

the moft trifling attions of his fubjcfts. Never . 

(|id the former monarchs of France treat their 

parliaments with the contempt- which the-Di- 

reftory have manifefted to the Legiflative Bodies. 
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Cwmwell himfelf did not reduce the IPsrlla- 
rnent of England to fimilar ignominy* The na- 
tional repfefentation' could not be reduced to 
a more abje£t ftate than that of being coii- 
Verted, under the cannon of the Directory, into 
a revolutionary tribuiiaL What is become of 
the folemn engagements entered into by the 
teprefentatives of the people? Where is the 
man who will hereafter dare to exert himfelf 
in defending the rights of thefe very people, 
and will have the courage to condemn thofe 
who tvafte tile contributions raifed by their own 
arbitrary exactions ? Where is the man who 
will venture to oppofe himfelf to thofe who 
make peace or war without his participation 5 
who at midnight violate the afylum of the 
peaceful citizen, and fend him to Cayenne, 
which is become the feat of thofe baftiUes that 
have been eftabliflied by the Republic? If 
there ftiould be a man poffefled of a degree 
of courage equal to fucha conduft, let itie afk, 
whether he would not be involved in the firft 
confpiracy which the direfiloirs may find cfferitial 
to the execution of their grand proje£ts ? But 
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to be reduced to applaud, fuch a fcene of 
bafenefs, is to fink into a ftate of ignominy tbat 
is fcarce exceeded by the vile courtier, who, 
when the tyrant of Afia had pierced the heart 
of his fon with an arrow, compared the (kill 
of the royal afTaffin to that of Apollo, 

If I had confented to fit upon the fam* 
throne with the republican directors, they 
would not have denounced me as a royalift; 
if I had joined them in dragging the national 
reprefentation through the dirt, they would have 
confidered me as a diftinguiflied patriot ; if I 
had been an accomplice in their crimes, they 
would have permitted me to fhare in their 
boafted innocence ; but I defy th^i, and I chal- 
lenge all thofe, who have pronounced my con- 
demnation, to bring home to me any expreflion, 
writing, or aft, whatever, fince the commence- 
ment of the Revolution, which is not alta- 
gether confiftent with the genuine principles 
of moderation, of juftice, and an ardent love 
of jjiy country. How niany are there among 
thenn who can,' from their hearts, makq the 
»b 2 
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fame boaft, and challenge the fame examinar 
tjon ? : — and, neverthelefs, who has Been more 
jexpofed, than myfelf, to fituations of difficulty 
and danger ? I have been fucceffively expofed 
to every faftion, bec^ufe I have never ceafed to 
oppo(e thenif ^ have been reviled by the venal 
wrriters of every party, but without one proof to 
fupport their calumnies ; but thofe - men, who 
employ their talents in defamation, at fo much 
per page, are ready to ferve the republican or 
the royal caufe, as either may demand their 
afliftance. It may be re^dijy conceived that 
fuch a man as Bailleul, to fei?e on an pmployr 
ment, will cringe before any one vj^ho has thp 
power to beftovy it, whether a prince or a di- 
reftor. But what had 1^, who w,as one of the 
direftors, to g^in by a counter-revolutiop ? What 
Jiad I to expeft of kings, popes, and emperors? 
Pould they raife me into a lituation of more dif- 
* tinguiflied pre-eminenpe than, tjiat which I pof- 
feffed ^ in which I treated them- as my equals, 
and fometimes even with that fuperiority in 
which I was clothed by the yiftories of thp 
Republic? 

9 
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- I cannot name a fituatlon, on the glolDC we 
inhabit,, which can be compared with thai 
of a Conftitutional Member of the Executive 
DireSoiy ; nor more brilliant funftions to fulfil, 
than thofe whofe objeft it is to preferve the 
people from the grafp of abfolute power. It is 
the prominent feature of his duties. And of 
what materials muft that man be compofed, the 
meafure of whofe defires and ambition would 
-cot be filled by receiving fuch a high and im- 
-portant charge trom the confidential preference 
of fo great a nation as our own ? At the fajOfie 
time it my be aiked, what is the magnitude 
jof that man's guilt, who receives this truft 
from a free people in order to become a defpot? 
Neverthelefs^ the triumvirs, inftead of prieferving 
the people from abfolute power, have clothed 
themfelyes with it, They have difcovered that 
the office of diftator is fuperior to that of di^ 
I reftor, and they afpire to be di£tators. Indeed 
I their prevailing obje£l is to pjerfuade the peor 
pie that they may live happy in a ftate of (ub- 
jeftion. After the government pf fuch men as 
ft^fe^th!e nation would reQeiye an He^try IV, a^ 
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the firft of bicffings. It would be no worfe change 
fyr them thw the abfolutc government of one in* 
fiead of five. The people would reafon no 
^rtber on the fubjeS ; they no longer know 
the nature of liberty and the rights of man, nor 
feel a hatred for tyrants; nay, they begin to 
think liiat tyrants may be refpc6lable ! As for 
me, I would rather be an exile than a direftor. 
An oppreflbr of the people is a chara^er replete 
With infamy ; and I boaft of the honourable al* 
lotment, of having become a viftim of my fide- 
lity to them» 

The tiger of anarchy has long difplayed his 
hungry jaws ; and what muft have been his 
delight, when he beheld the Dire£tory throw 
to him two of its members to appeafe his fa- 
vage appetite — ^when he became his prey who 
had fo long deprived him of his meal — who 
alone, of the Direftory, loved liberty from prin- 
ciple, and for its own fake, and who had ferved 
it with efFeft ! — for it is fuch men, above all 
others, that fuch monfters feek to devour; for 
it is the pure patriot alone that <;an fatisfy his 
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palate^ and it is for fach food that he will lickj 
for an inftant, the hand^ of his purveyors. The 
gang of royalifts exprefTed neither lefs furprize 
ev fatisfafUon, when they perceived the opinion 
of Vergniaud fulfilled, that the Revplution^ like 
Saturn, devoured its own children. All the mo* 
iiarchs of Europe fiiould have offered theit 
moft grateful acknowledgements to their breth* 
ten of France, for having delivered them, at 
lengA, from an intractable enemy, which, from 
the moment of their coalitibn, had caufed them 
fo much alarm and difquietude. The choice 
of fuch a viftim, fulfilled at once the wifhes of 
thofe who were the proteftors of Louis XVIIL 
as well as the Orleans party. It is, however, 
greatly to be lamented that the good inten- 
tions of the republican direftors, refpeSing it, 
have failed of fiiccefs* 

What a fcene of caprice and extravagance !— * 
The triumvirs have paffed the laft two years in 
a ftate of indifference and indolence ; they have 
abandoned the Legiflative Body to the fury of 
every faftipns they have continually infulted it. 
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and a$ often treated its 'members with perfonal 
degradation ; they have even proceeded to tread 
it under their feet 3 and, neverthelefsi thefe very 
men are held forth by it -as the prefervers^ of li- 
berty. During thefe tvrOiyears^ I, on the > con- 
trary, have. been employed as a vigillnt fentiftel 
of' the national reprefentation j and have formed 
a fampart againft the freebootets who wifhed to 
be its aflTaffins; I have difperfed the ftorms that 
menaced it j the wifli of my heart has been, that it 
fliould be the obje£l of univerfal honour s that, even 
in its extravagancies, it ibould remain inviolate^ 
and that its members fliould be treated with ref- 
peftj and yet I am profcribed; nor was one 
voice heard from the midft of it, to oppofe fuch 
an a£l of extreme injuftice ! the fruits of my de- 
-votion to it have been exile, defamation, and 
mifery ' Yes^ legiflators, triumvirs, and gene- 
rals, who have betrayed ytrur duties j minifterSj 
V^ho have ferved the caufe of iniqiiity; yes; I 
prefer my allotment to yours j the ftate of banifli* 
ment in which I live is dear, to me; and I only 
wifli that I had merited it, by a ftill> more ar- 
dent zeal for the glory and profperity of my* 
country. 
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But am I not guilty of injuftice in declaring, 
that not one voice was heard in my behalf?-^ 
Yes; OuDOT, had the courage, in the Council 
of Five Hundred, to fuppdrt my caufe j while 
Lactjee^ in the Council of Elders^ gave his 
teftimony forme ; and in fuch an oppreffed ftate as 
mine, thefe were afts of no common generofity: 
and much do I wifh, that I could offer to 
men, who are worthy to be the reprefentatives 
of a free people,, fuch expreffions of gratitude 
as their courage demands from me. The fuf- 
frages of two men who, amidft fo much conta- 
mination, ftill maintain their purity, fatisfies 
every wifh of my heart; and will continue to 
awaken thofe fentiments, which they who or- 
dered my profcription can never infpire: may 
this noble aft of juftice, never be the Occafion of 
caufing thofe who performed it to become par- 
takers of my perfecution !* 



* Many others, ivho deferve a place among the mod ar« 
dent patriots, have exprelTed to me their deep concern on th^ 
occafion; but, they perceived, that it was impoffible toreiift 
a faftion, whofe meafures had been/ormed on a fyfiem of 
villany, of which the hillqry of the wprld does not offer an 
example. 

Cc. 
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1 thought it my duty to anfwer the Report o^ 
the Committee, as it was an authentic document; 
and I l^ould confider it asdeferving of reproach, 
if I had fuffered any gall to mix in my reply. 
No one condemns more fincerely than myfelf, 
the praftice of anfwering injury by injury; and 
I fhould not readily forgive myfelf for any which 
I might have unneceffarily uttered againft my af- 
faffins. But I muft entreat the reader to confi- 
der, that the nature of an accufation muft always 
determine the manner in which it mull be an- 
fwered. If the only objeft had been to expofe 
errors ; if proofs had been produced to that ef- 
feft, and I had been called upon to do nothing 
more than prove their infignificance, a calm, con- 
troverfial difcuffion would have been fufficientj 
and I (hoiild, moft affuredly, have preferred it. 
But the Direftory announces pofitive f^£ls, and 
gives no other proof of their truth, but the moral 
virtue ot the accufers. It became, then, a duty 
I owed to myielf, to prove the frail nature of 
their teftimony; to make it appear, that they 
have not a£led from error or milconceplion, but 
from the worft principles; that my accufeis have 

11 
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jiot been deceived, but are themfelves the de- 
ceivers. I muft, at length, unmaflc thefe impol- 
tors and univerfal plunderers. I do not, indeed, 
poffefs the art of telling any one, in pojiflied 
terms, that he is a liar, a traitor, and a cut- 
throat. If I had applied thefe titles to the tri- 
umvirs without proof, and when fuch a mode of 
addreflijig them was not conncfted with unfold- 
ing theirexecrable fyftem, I could not have juftified 
myfelf. But the contempt which I feel for them, 
aflures me, that I have not indulged myfelt in 
any emotions of paflion which might turn me 
afide from rigid truth. They would not occupy 
my thoughts for a moment, if they were not 
blended with the means I muft employ for my juf 
tiiication. How many of their bafe and vile ac 
complices could I expofe 5 and I have never 
named them ! Not, indeed, from any tendemefs 
to them, but becaufe, I would not degrade my 
pen in writing their names 5 and, becaufe, their 
miferable hiftory could not have fupported thofo 
tcftimonies which I have prefented to the 
attention of the public. There fiirely can- 
not be one independent charafiter exifting, 
Cc 2 
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who, when he reflefts on thefe villains, does not 
feel himfelf moved by that awful indignation, 
which never fails fo arife, when triumphant vil- 
lany bafely infults the vi£liyn that it has facri- 
ficed, 

It was my ultimate objeft to make the Re*- 
public beloved, byerefting it on the bafis of 
true genuine Liberty, and not according to any 
pf thofe ridiculous definitions by which it ha? 
been mifreprefented and mifunderftood. It was 
my ardent wifh to preferve, to the national ret- 
prefentatipn of a great people, the fupreme rank 
which the nature of things requires, and the 
conftitution has marked out for it. It has been 
my defire, that every citizen (hould be governed 
in his conduft by inftitution^ which were be- 
come habitually* praftical, rather, than by the 
threats of the law. In Ihort, it has ever been 
my opinion, that prejudice fhould be fuffered to 
difperfe infenfibly before the light of rcafon, rather 
than be extirpated by the violence qf power. 
J have certainly committed many errors in pur- 
fuing a career to which I had not been originally 
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deftined; btit. I never deferted the principles 

which formed a compafs to guide me through 

the revolutionary tempefts. If I availed myfelf 

of an univerfal enthufiafm to pufli on the war 

with an unexampled vigour, it was rather to put an 

end to the critical ftate in which that enthufiafin 

had placed the nation* I had conceived the 

defign of writing the hiftory of this hallowed war, 

which has fixed the bafis of the great Republic 

on its own immortal trophies; and to confign> 

in its annals, the innumerable afts of its heroes, 

for the glory and inftruftion of their pofterlty.— - 

With this- view I eftabliftied the office, called the 

Typographical and Hiftorical Cabinet, where I 

had caufed a very large quantity of materials to 

be coUefted ; and which others may be better 

qualified to unfold to the world than m3rfelf, 

I did not employ the power which was dele- 
gated to me in amaffing riches, or in raifing my 
relations to lucrative employments :— I have 
clean hands and a pure heart. 
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I fliall never ceafe to direfl: my thoughts to- 
wards my country. No one can defpoil me of 
the chara£ier of a citizen, which the conftitution 
has given me, and which I have merited by the 
affeftion I bear it, and my zeal to its fervice. 
I am not confcious of having committed one 
arbitrary or tyrannic aft : I demand a regular 
and conftitutional trial, and I do not fear either 
the feverity of my judges or the appointment of 
the juty y whatever they may be, I am certain 
of being as good a republican as the moft zea- 
lous of them. The only crime with which I 
fhall be charged, is the vain but patriot attempt 
to fave the French people from the dominion of 
tyrants. It was not, however, poffible for me to 
fucceed in this defign, becaufe I employed only 
fuch means as were authorized by the conftitu- 
tion which was confided to me, and I was 
oppofed by monfters, to whom nothings that 
thwarted their views was inviolable ox facrjcd. 

O France ! O my country ! O great and re- 
nowned people ! it was in thy bofom that I had 
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the happinefs to be born ; and I cannot ceafe to 
belong to thee, till I exift no more. You con- 
tain all the objefts of my affeftion; the work 
which my hands contributed to eftablifli; the 
virtuous old man that gave me life ; a family 
without ftain^ friends who know the bottom 
of my heart, and can affirm, that it never con- 
ceived a thought but for the happinefs of my 
countrymen, or formed a wifli but for their im- 
mortal glory and continual profperity. Receive, 
my country! this vow, which is renewed 
every fucceeding day of my life, which I, at 
this moment, addrefs to all thofe great and 
virtuous chara£ters which you poffefs ; to all 
thofe who cherifh in their hearts the facred 
fpark of liberty. I conclude by the Spartan 
prayer, "ENABLE US, YE GODS, TO 
BEAR INJUSTICE!" 
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At length t am atrived on the continent 6f 
£uropfe, and am taking my leave of that 
liospitsflile land where myself and my compa- 
nion^ in miifortune have met with ^ reception 
^eqiiilly honourable to. the government to whom 
tve are indebted for it^ and to the viiftims of ty- 
ranny who -were its objeAs^ Yet even the gra- 
titude 1 sincerely feel haa not induced me to fii 
trty -residence among itiy generous endmies^ of 
Whom 1 cntefrtain so high an opinion that I am 
persuaded the motives which led me to refuse 
thcitasyltito'hareprocined me their esteem^ ^I 
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cannot but believe that it is not against our 
country : it is not against France, but agidnst 
the tyrants who enslave it that England is carry- 
ing on war; yet it is the blood of Frenchmen 
that has lately stained the ocean, and is agsda 
about to deluge our frontiers! I have partici- 
pated their fatigues and dangers, and should still 
be fighting in their ranks had I not been torn 
from them by the hand of violence. Nor will 
I ever espouse any other cause than that of na- 
tional independence, or fight by the side of 
any warriors but Frenchmen who take up arms 

- for the liberty of their country. Thus is a sen- 
timent of eternal gratitude reconciled to an in- 
violable, fidelity to my duty; and it is with a 

. view to give a proof of both that I publish this 
Narrative. It will be easily perceived that the 

. writer is a soldier who has taken part in the great 
events he relates only in consequence of tlic post 
he filled; but who, never having stepped beyond 
the narrow circle of his duty, is unwilling that 
the tyrants whom he detests, or the intriguers 
.whom he despises, should mistate his aftions ac- 

' cording to their personal interests or passions; If 
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all those who have had the misfortune to aft in the 
Tarious scenes of the French Revolution would 
thus record for posterity those transadlions alone 
of which they were eye-witnesses, materials 
would exist among which the future historian, 
when seeking for truth amidst innumerable con^ 
tradidlions, might find documents that would 
bear those marks of authenticity which exclu- 
sively belong to the testimony of a conscience 
free from reproaches, 

During my exile I have only been able to pre- 
serve a few notes to assist my memory which 
was impaired by illness, to recal the order and 
chain of events. Several particulars will no 
doubt have escaped me, but the principal and 
most interesting will at least be hastily sketched. 
I shall state plain fa<fts, the simple but awful 
tmth, to which I shall be so far from adding 
that I shall even avoid the most natural reflec- 
tions. While describing these fatal scenes, I 
shall waVe all personal resentments, however just 
and well founded they may be; my heart is too 
full of the misfortunes of my family, . and th^ 
B a 
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dreadful situation in which I liaw left rmfiy cif 
my brothers in exile, for hatred or revej^ t^ 
find aplac^ in njy writings, 

From the year 1792 I had been Adjq^mt Ge- 
neral of the Army of the Rhine> p^icler tlui 
orders of the brave - General Desfl^ix;, d»d w^ 
specially appointed to the command of the fort 
of Kehl, which was then besiaged by Prince 
Charles, when I received an order from the Dy 
reflory to gq to Paris to take the command of 
the guard of the Legislative Body, tp which I 
liad been nominated by the two Councils. Tliat 
jCorps of grenadiers, which at first consisted of 
a battalion of 800 men, had lately been increase^ 
to two battalions of 6OO men each. Th< origifi 
of this corps was the battalion of gyen^diers of 
the Convention, Jf we recoUetSl the period at 
which this corps was established, we sh^U easily 
/orm an idea of its temper and of the. necessity 
t)f reforming it/ This I was constantly endea- 
vouring to bring about. A oe^^ orgapis^atioflj 
and the filling up the ranks with excellent gre* 
jnacjiers from all the armies, were the noean^ I eni- 
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jpiaft^. la this I was so well supported hf the 
twa committees and the minister?, that> ii> 
spite, ojf the cabals of the Jacobins, I si|c;ceeclQ4 
in re-,e$tahlishing t)xt discipline of the. troops, apd 
order 'm the administration of the 3:eginvnt^. 
Having been frequently attacked, I have had 
varipus opportunities, of proving, bjoth to th^ 
friends a^d enemies of the government, my fide.- 
iity to the constitution. The consequence wai, 
a^ I might hava e^pe6led, that I displeased th^. 
viol^l^t of both parties. As long as public af- 
fairs w«re conducted by men of sense I had only 
to defend myself against some obscure miscreants 
who continually endeavoured to corrupt the gre- 
nadiers, and exerted themselves in vain to cast 
sqspicions on me ; but after the last change in 
the Legislative Body, in prpportion a^ these dis- 
cussions grew more animated, and especially* 
when the Dircdlory set every thing in a flame bjr 
pieans of the addresses from the Army of Italy, 
I was tormented on all sides ; and the fa61:iot|S 
took advantage of the general ferment which wjs 
so favourable to their designs. 
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They no longer endeavoured to conceal their 
plots, and I surprised their emissaries in the bar- - 
racks and among the ranks. In short, every 
mode of sedu6lion was employed. In rcfleAing 
even now on the conciuct I tBen held under 
these difficult circumstances, I have no reason 
' to repent of it, since it procured me the hatred 
of bad men, and enabled me to keep the most vio- 
lent within bounds. Some were desirous of dis- 
-placing me ; and, a short time previous to the 
18th of FruAidor, the Directory caused an offer 
to be made me of a promotion to another post if 
I would resign my command. 

I was certain to fall a victim to my duty, were 
it merely because I was resolved to remain 
faithful to it 5 nor could I expect justice from 
any of the parties who were furiously attacking 
each other. I .could only expect it from the 
virtuous few who were destined to be sacrificed 
to their fury. But I am contented with the es- 
t*eem of true, patriots, and leave it to the rational 
part of mankind to judge whether I have dc- 
Bcrved it, 
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For some days past, in consequence of the 
information received by the committees of in- 
spection for the palace of the two Councils, more 
than ordinary vigilance had been enjoined me, 
and I had taken all the necessary precautions to 
avoid being surprised by the only attack which 
I had reason to fear, that of the anarchists, who 
had for some time filled the streets and squares 
of Paris, and loudly threatened the Legislative 
Body even within the limits of my station. 

In the evening of the 17th, after having 
• visited my posts, on going to receive the orders 
of the members of the committee, they seemed 
equally averse as on the preceding days to be- 
lieve that the Directory would attempt to de- 
stroy the Legislative Body, or would dare to direct 
an artped force against it. I heard several depu- 
ties, and particularly Emery, Dumas, yaublanc, 
Trongon du Coudray and Thibaudeau, express 
their indignation at the supposition^ and at the 
tenor it was calculated to raise among the people. 
, Their security was such that they retired before 
inidaight^ and we;re accompanied by those of 
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theif fcolkagties who had coftie to GOmmutiicattf 
thfe fears v<rhich their private information had 
excited. I then returned to my quarters to sec 
that my grenadiers were ready to be under aftns. 

• At one o^cteck in the morning of the J Sth, I 

received orders from the Minister of Wax to at- 

tend him. I immediately went to the comtnittee 

toom, where I found only one <rf theinspectorsj 

Rovdre, lying down. I communicated to him 

the order I had received, and added, that '^I 

had been informed several coltumns of troops 

were pouting into Paris, and that the commander 

of the gitord of cavalty belongihg to the C!!biifl-» 

"cJls had jilst informed me he had called in his 

Settles, ahd marched his troops over the bridgee, 

^together withthe two pieces of canon froni the 

-great couttof the Thuilferids." Itmu^ be ob- 

» served, f hat it Was in conformity to the ortfers 

•^of the cbmmtoder in chief, Augereati, that ^he 

-officer of cavalry refused to 6bey miiie, a*i'd h^d 

'paesdd the bridges widi his troop. Hcrv^fererc- 

-^^ed, tltat *^^11 these •man&uvres^gnificdnti- 

• ' -.'thing, 
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thitig, for orders had been given that several 
bodies of troops should march over the bridges 
early in the morning, to perform their exercise * 
that I need not be alarmed; that he had re-* 
ccived very faithful reports, and saw no incon- 
venience in my waiting on the Minister of War." 
This, however, I thought it not advisable to do, 
for fear of being separated from my men« 

When I returned home, at half past three in 
the morning, Poinqot, general of brigade, for- 
merly a garde-du-corps, with whom I had been 
on terms of friendship and intimacy in the army 
of the Pyrenees, was announced as coming from 
General Lemoine, and delivered me a note to the 
following effect : 

^ General Lemoine, in the name of the Dlred*^ 
tory, requires the commander of the grenadiers 
of the Legislative Body to permit a column of 
1,500 men, who are appointed to execute the or- 
ders of the government, to pass oyer the Pont^ 
Tournanf!' 

C 
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I replied^ that '^ I was astonished^ aft old 
comrade, who ought to know me better, should 
consent to convey an order which, consistently 
with my honour, I could not obey." But he 
assured me, that all resistance would be useless, 
that my 800 grenadiers were already surrounded 
by 12,000 men, with 40 pieces of cannon. I 
replied, ^^ that no force directed against the post 
I commanded should compel me to violate my 
^ duty, and that I could receive no orders but 
from the Legislative Body, which I would imme-. 
diately go for." 

At this moment, I heard a cannon go ofF, so 
near me that I imagined my post was already at- 
tacked* It was, however, only a signal. I now in- 
stantly ordered my grenadiers under arms, and 
.went to the Thuilleries, accompanied by the, chiefs 
of battalion, Pousard and Pleichard, both excel- 
lent officers, and in whom I had great confidence. 

At the committee of inspection I found Gene- 
rals Pichegru and Willot. I sent messengers 
to General Dumas, to the Presidents of both the 
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Councils; Lafond Ladebat for the Council of 
Elders, and Simeon for that of Five Hundred ; 
and also to the deputies in the neighbourhood of 
the Thuilleries, whose residences I happened to 
know. I prevailed on General Pichegni to come 
and reconnoitre the position of the troops, who, 
we found, had already surrounded us, and I re- 
newed my orders to Capt. Vallifere, who com- 
manded the post of the Place de Carousel, and 
Lieutenant Le Roy, who commanded that of the 
PonuTournant, to stand firm to their posts, and 
not to quit them without orders signed by me. 
We then returned to the committee, and as I was 
asking for orders how to dispose of my corps-de- 
reserve, a messenger arrived, with information 
that the iron gates of the Pont-Toumant had 
been forced. At the same instant, the divisions 
of Augereau and Lemoine joined, and the gar- 
den of the Thuilleries was filled with troops of 
both armies. Cannon were pointed against the 
hall of the Council of Elders, all the avenues 
were guarded, all the posts doubled and masked 
by superior forces. The post of the hall of the 
Council of Five Hundred, which was com- 
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manded by the brave Lieutenant Blot^ had alone 
refused to open the iron gates^ and mix with the 
troops of Augereau. 

In this extremity I positively demanded an 
order for the corps-de-riscrve of grenadiers to 
be put in motion^ and repel force by force. But 
the deputies replied^ that all resistance would bQ 
useless^ and prohibited me from firing. 

It was then half past four o'clock^ and Gene^ 
ral Verdiere came to signify to the deputies al- 
ready assembled^ that he had orders to make 
them quit the palace^ and to carry the keys to 
the Diredory. Their refusal excited very warm 
altercations^ but Verdiere persisted in his demand, 
and prevailed with one of them to come down 
into the garden to speak to General Lemoine. 
Rov^re went down also, and I accompanied them, 
with my two chiefs of battalion : but we did not 
find General Lemoine on the terrace. Verdiere. 
however, advised the deputies to withdraw them- 
selves/or their own safety \ and upon their re* 
fusal^ he stopped all the avenues, and said he 
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would go and take the instnictioDS of the I^rec- 

tory. 

I returned to my post, my corps-de-r^servci 
from whence I sent a confidential person to Ge- 
neral Dumas, to warn him to be upon his guard. 
He received this message at the very moment 
when he was enterihg the court of the barracks, 
and I have heard from my brother exiles an ac- 
count of the great efforts he made to join them. 
He penetrated as far as the terrace adjoining the 
wing of the Thuilleries, where the troops of 
Augereau were drawn up ; and, even after having 
learned that the inspectors were arrested, he was 
going up to the hall to share their fate, when his 
companions threw him a paper to desire him to 
make his escape. He had the good fortune to 
take it up without being noticed, and to pass tb^ 
sentinels, wlio were ordered not to let anyone 
quit the place. 

At half after five, an aid-de-camp of General 
Augereau brought me the following order : 
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^^ The commander of the grenadiers of the 
^^ Legislative Body is ordered to proceed with his 
^^ corps to the Quay d^Orsay^ where he will wait 
** for further orders. 

(Signed) " Augereau." 

This order I refused to obey. I could no 
longer communicate with the committees, who 
were arrested and blockaded in the palace. I 
therefore waited with my corps for the orders of 
the two Councils ; and I must do my men the 
justice to declare that, hitherto, notwithstanding 
the critical situation in which we were placed, 
they kept their ranks with the most perfect firm- 
ness ; I did not hear a single murmur, and I be-* 
lieve that, so far from being seduced by a few 
obscure and factious intriguers, the majority were 
sound, and would have compelled their brethren 
to have fought bravely by their sides, had I been 
so fortunate as to have received an order to repel 
force by force. Having ranged my officers in a 
circle, to communicate the orders of General 
Augereau, almost all of them approved" my con* 
duct This was the moment in which some fac- 
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tioas men declared themselves. Captain Tortel 
exclaimed^ — ^* We are not Swiss!" Lieutenant 
M6n^guin was even so bold as to boast of being 
the principal author of the revolt of the Gardes 
Franfaists. The under-lieutenaiit Devaux said— 
^* I was wounded on the 13th Vendemiaire fight- 
^^ ing against Louis XVIIL^ and I will not now 
*^ fight for him," Another cried aloud — ^^ The 
" Councils are aAing for the King; they are a 
^^ set of miscreants, and ought to be extermi- 
^^ nated." During these speeches and the dis* 
putes they occasioned among the of&cers, disorder 
began to spread among the ranks. The chief of 
brigade, Blanchard, who commanded under me, 
and who for two months had not dared to show 
himself, because I had discovered his intrigues, 
his connections with sanguinary men, and his 
rapacity in the administration of the corps, sud- 
denly appeared and demanded a distribution of 
cartridges, on account, he said, of the danger that 
' Surrounded us. I felt indignant at his insolence, 
and I could not help pointedly expressing it to 
him. I observed, that the grenadiers participated 
in my indignation; though the same men, an 
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liour after^ inarched under an ofEcer whom they 
despised^ and followed him to the DireAory. 
What a lesson to the commanders of troops! 

A few moments after this scene, I ordered the 
ranks to open, that I might inspeft my corps, 
who still kept a good countenance. I had pro- 
ceeded as far as the third company, when I heard 
loud and repeated cries of Vive Ja RSpuhlique! 
and, at the same time, Augereau appeared at the 
head of so numerous a staff, that the first court 
of the barracks was quite full. There were aborc 
4€>0 officers of all ranks, among whom I per- 
ceived many justly celebrated men, particularly 
Santcrre, Tunck, Yon, Rossignol, Puget, Bar- 
bantane, Ch&teauneuf-Randon, B^ssierre, Four- 
nicr, Piche, and the widow Ronsin, in an ama* 
zonian dress; alsoDutertre and Peyron, both of 
whom had escaped from the gallies. In short, 
the very scum of our brave French armies, the 
leaders of all the revolutionary bands, rushed in a 
moment among the ranks of my grenadiers, all 
crying out Vive la RSpuhliqne ! 



At 
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At this time, Augcreau came dire&lytip torn*, 
and in his train, which separated me from rrfy 
men, I perceived Blanchard stirring, up hi3 worthy 
friends, and mixing ^ith the tanksf. Among 
other iU-boding cricsj I distinguished these words 
— ^^ Soldiets,- they want to' treat you as they did 
" the SWisi on the 10th of August/' — ^^ 06- 
*^ nerai Rarhel,** Exclaimed Augefeau, ^* whjr 
" havd you diiofeeyed the minister's bWers and 
« mine ?'* — ^* Because," replied. I, ^' I rtceiycd 
" contraty ordets from the Legislative Body^^'-^ 
^ You havfc exposed yourself/* rettirned- he?, 
*^-tobe tried by a. court-martial and shot.'-— ^^ I 
•' have donfe my diity," feplied I.—" Do- yoU 
** acknowledge me,*' said he,- *^ is cdnltniddet in 
« chief of the division ?"-^'^ Yes,- slid f.-i 
" Weil,'^ replied he, " t order you under arrest.'* 
^" t go/* ^aid I ; and imtnediately was cif'osiing 
the gallery of communication of the quarters of 
toy grenakJiefs to rny own dpartnrent, when I 
beard that Augercau was following me with part 
of his staff. Aniong other menaces, I distin« 
gviished thfise words-^^^* Yorf shaH-iufi^r ^is ittuch 
" as you hive made others suffer ;" yet I never 
D 
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caused aay tme to mSex, except tlioae miscreants 
who deserved it ! 

As he was now close to me^ I put my haod oii 
my sw^d ; upoa whidx all of them feU upon mc 
at o&ce ; my aword was broken^ I was dra^ied 
idong) and my clothes were torti. The most fo^ 
jiws of my assassins was a serjeant of grena-- 
>^er% earned Viel^ whom I had prdered under 
firmest a few daya befpre. He now ^nde^vpur^sdl 
io pliuifp his sabre imo my body« It was A^e* 
seftu hMDself who saved me &Qm beupg muirderedlj 
vA disengaged me froia my aaailantss^ ^ty^ng 
<omt yehemently~-'^ I^eave \dm^ leav^ him^ 4oinot 
f ^ Jull him; JproixHse you he phall be Sibot t^^ 
•V morrcHv !'• 

The^e m^^screants npw tmt my Im^ whkb had 
fallen in the contest, hvA not, as hat been sa^l, 
the badges of my military iranlcs K was only fm: 
my .blood they ibirtted. 

A faithfni senrani^ who ^ame out to me^ me, 
W£Ui out v«ith a aabce in thie hcc^ a&d# heifig i;o* 
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J 

vercd witfe wounds, tx>ok refuge in my wife's 
chamber. 

When I got home, I was not allowed to settle 
ftiy affairs^ but was conducted almost imme* 
diately to the Temple, together with my brother 
Henry, who obtained permission to accompany 
me. The jailor said, as we entered — *^ O ! here 
'* is one of them ; the gendeman must be shown 
^^ into the Chamhre des Opimtis^^ This was the 
room in which the unfortunate Ix>uis was impri** 
«oned> nor had I any hope of quitting it in any 
other manner. 

At half after eight, the jailor came to inform 
me, that the deputies arrested at the committee 
of inspeftion were just brought in. They were 
;^lso shown into the King*s apartment, and the 
communication with the rooms formerly occupied 
by the Queen and Princesses was left free. The 
arrested deputies were Fichegru, Willot, d'Auchy 
dc Loire, Jarri, Lam^trie, Larue, Bourdon de 
rOise, and Durumais, We found at the Temple 
Commodore (Sir Sidney) Smith, la Vilheurnois; 
D % 
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Protbier and Duverne du Prcsle: but the last 
was removed to the prison called the Maisqn d§ 
Force immediately on our arrival. At noon, the 
deputy Aubry was brought in ; at half past three, 
Lafond Ladebat, Priesident of the Counoil of 
piders, Tron<5on du Coudray, Marbpis, and GoUt 
pil de Prefelo, all members of the same Council, 
These last were arrested at the house of Lafond 
Ladebat, under pretence that they were Ji<?lding 
a seditious tneeting, - 

Thpy wpre first parried bpfore Sotin, the Mir 
nister of Police, where they complained of thg 
violence done to the representatives of the people, 
and demanded a sight of the qrder of t^e Direc- 
tory. Sotin answerpd with a sneer: "It; is of 
*/ very little consequence, gentlemen, to show you 
." the orders; for wjien we come to these extreini^ 
f*^ ties, it is the same thing whether we cotnmit 
" ourselves a little more or a little less/* 

Op the IQth, we heard an account of the sitr 
ting? helci by the minqrity of the two Councils 
under the eyes of the DireAory, and th^f aj^w 
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had been passed^ condemning us, without caose 
and without judgement, to be deported to the 
place fixed on by the DircAory themselves. At 
this sentence we were much surprised ; for we did 
not doubt but after our violent arrestation, a 
shorter and consequently less painful fate awaited 
195 under the forms of military law, 

Those of the imprisoned deputies who were 
not proscribed were now set at liberty ; namely, 
Goupil de Prefeln, Lapetrie, ^'Auchy, J4rri, 
and Durumas. 

On the 20th, General Augereau gave orders 
in the following terms : ^* General Dptertre, 
commandant of the Ten>ple, is ordered not to' 
permit any communiGation with the deported 
deputies,, whatever be the order under whicjh 
it shall be demanded, or the authority by whom 
such order may be given, unless it be signed by 
me.*' This Dutertre had a month before come 
out of the gallies of Toulon, where he had 
been confined under sentence of a court-martial 
fqr robbery, .assassinatiop, and setting fire to ' 
houses in la Vendee. 
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On thatiljly^ our wives were alldwcd tacc^e to 
the Temptet What heart*rending scenes ! what 
cruel separations i I was not permitted to sec 
mine except in the presence of an officer, who 
would not suffer \x$ to whisper, or speak in th^ 
dialeiSl of Languedoc, which he did not tufder-^ 
stand. Enraged at this reitcaint, I broke off my 
interview, and intreated my wife to leave me. 
She obeyed ; but hpr cries wA sobs stiU vibrate 
in my ear ! 

The same day was brought to the Temple 
General Murinais, one of the inspedlors of the 
hall of the Elders, This venerable old man had 
been arrested as he was going in perfecft security 
to the Council. 

On the a 1st, I parted with my brother Henry; 
though I had great difficulty to induce him to 
leave me; for he persisted in sharing my mis*^ 
fortunes^ and without the assistance of my fellow 
prisoners, Tronqon du Coudray and Barbd 
Marbois, I should never have convincetl him 
that he would do me more service by consoling 
my family for my loss, than by assisting me to 
bear my chains. 
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At midoight> the jailor came td inform t» that 
the Minister of Police was just arrived with the 
DireAor Barth^kmy, and that probably we were 
immediately to set off. Nor were" we even al- 
lowed a quarter of an hour to coUedl our efFedls 
together^ although none of us were at all pre* 
p^ed for sp precipitate a departure. 

When we came down to the foot of the tower 
9ft found Barth^lemy between Augereau and 
Sotin^ who, as he brought him to the Tenpple in 
liis carriage^ said to him : ^' Such is the nature 
^* of cenrdtttioas! a>/ triumph to-day; to-morrow, 
^^ perhaps, y^mr turn will ccMsie." Barthelemy 
having asked him, if no misfortune had happened, 
and whether the ptiblic tranquillity had not been 
d^turiaed i 3otin replied : ^^ No ; the dose was a 
^^ good one ; the people have swallowed the pill, 
^ and it has taken effi: A." 

When Sotin took leave of us, he afEb^ed to 
be gay, and said : *^ Gentlemen, I wish you a 
^ good voyage." Augereau called over the con- 
demned, and, as we were hamed^ a guard con- 
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dufted us to the carriages that wferc waiting* for 
us, across a line of soldiers who insulted u^. 
Some of us were eren maltreated, and our faith- 
ful servants, among whoni was my poor Etienne, 
whose face was gashed and disfigured with 
wdudds, had not left the prison gate, where thc^ 
had been watching for our departure, that they 
might bid us adieu, but they were repulsed, and 
struck by the soldiers, who cried out : " This is 
*^ not the promise that was mndr* 'US ; w^iy-are 
'^ they j^iScrtA to go away, and why are they 
-** carrying their efFeAs with them ?** Augereau 
observing our tranquillity, could not contain his 
rage, which he suffered to break forth in a nuin-^ 
ner that deserves to be recorded* 

Le Tellier, servant to Barthelemy, came run- 
ning up, as we were getting intb the carriages; 
with an order from the Direcftory, permitting 
him to accompany his master. He delivered 
it to Augereau, who, having read it, said : ** You 
" are determined, then, to share thcf fate of these 
*^ men, who are lost for ever. Whatever events 
'* await tliem^ be assured, they will never return/' 

. ** My 
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^^ IVly mind is made «p,^ ajiswertd Le'TelKcr, 
'^^ i ^faail be but too liappy to &haFe the mi^for^ 
^* tuncB «f my rtwater/'— *' Well, then/' replied 
AiK^gercau, "go! fenttic^ and perish with him."— 
At d&efiaodc time adding : ^^ S<^dierB^ let thig man 
^ be watched »$ closely as ihos^ naiiscreants/* 
Le Tellier now threw himself <>n his kaees be- 
fore his master, who was but too happy at this aw- 
fol moment tof^riess «o affectionate a friend tQ his 
bosottu IkirA worthy feUow 1ms <:c>nstaiitly shown 
tke same cow^ and attachmei^ and we haMc 
;aiwi^# tjFeated «nd ^nsidered Jhitn aa one oi ow 
Muoapamcnis. 

T(be four caiTiiifli;^ in whic^ the sii^teon fi\r 
matvB were aeated^ without regard to the ill 
ittstlth aod wiesdkness of Mine of us, were placed 
losym ^ExttT'-whfiefed waggons^ nea];ly rjesembUiig 
^Qft-asanriages. They wene a kisnd ^ 'cage^ 
accnDod ^otn aQ their four sides wit^ bars of ir^n 
bxssLax. ^igh, which bmised us ivith %\» kait 
-^sdAt or ;}olt. We wexe four ijn each cartiage^ 
4De8idle8 a^uaod ^o carried t^edge^^ of the {»d-'' 
iwk :];bat fiwteaed the iroD grating h^ .wbiqb wr 
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entered. General Dutertre commanded the 
escort, consisting of 6oo men, infantry and 
cavalry, and two pieces of cannon. During the 
time that the carriages and cavalcade were pre- 
paring to move, in the court-yard of the Temple, 
we were loaded with insults by a considerable 
body of anarchists. • 

We set off at two in the morning of the 22^. 
Frudlidor (8 September), in dffeadfuUy bad wea- 
ther, and were made to traverse all Paris, which 
we were to quit by the Barriere d*Enfery leading 
to the Orleans road: instead of going along 
the Rue St. Jacques , our escort turned to 
the right, after passing the bridge, and brought 
tis bf the Luxembourg Palace, where our melan- 
choly funeral procession was detained more than 
three quarters of an hour. We saw lights in the 
apartments of the Palace ; and, amidst the tumut* 
tuous joy of the^guards, we heard the execrable 
-Dutertre called to, and desired io take good care 
of those gentlemen. Some too well known mem- 
bers of thie minority in the Council of Five Hun- 
dred, whojfrere holding the celebrated permanent 
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sitting at the Odeum, came out to sec us, and 
basely insulted us. They mixed with the chas- 
seurs of the escort, gave them drink, and, ap- 
proaching the carriages, drank our healths, and 
talked to us of mercy and pardon. 

' The stormy night, the glare of the fire-.pots 
burning around the theatre of the Odeum, and 
the bowlings of the terrorists, made this dreadful 
farewell a scene of horror truly worthy of the 
barbarians who gave it birth. At length, how- 
ever, the escort passed along the Rue d^Enfer, 
aad thus we quitted Paris, \ 

At two oVlock in the afternoon, we arrived 
at Arpajon, which is eight leagues from Paris, ex- 
tremely fatigued with the jolting of the waggons 
along this paved road; both Barthelemy and 
Barbe Marbois appeared almost exhausted. Yet, 
to our. astonishment, in lieu of procuring us a 
comfortable lodging, that we might recover our 
strength, the commandant, Dviiertre, condudted 
us to an obscure dirty prison. He watched our 
tountenanccs as we quitted the carriages to entef 
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ovr dangeon* and was eor^ed that any of «f 
should appear not to be affedted by this accumu* 
lation of hardships, '* These misctcants," cried 
he^ ^' look as if they meant to brave me ; but I 
** will see if I cannot conquer this insolenGC.'* I 
had already laid myself down on some straw, 
together with several of my companions ; Bartb!* 
lemy, who was standi ng, raised his bands towards 
Heaven ; Barbe-Marbois, who was very ill, arrived, 
and drawing back with horror at the sight and 
mephitic smell of this subterraneous dungeon, 
said to Dutertre : ^^ Let me be shot immediately, 
*^ and spare me the horrors of dying by inches/* 
The latter smiled, and made a sign to the jailor 
to do his office. The jailor's wife then said^ with 
an imprecation, to Marbois : " You pretend to 
*' be very nice ; many men who are as good as 
^* you don't make such a pother." As she finished 
this speech she took him by the arm and threw 
him from the top to the bottom, and, notwith- 
standing our cries and those of our wounded fel- 
low prisoner, this infernal fury immediately shut 
the door upon us, and left us in the dark to raise 
up our unfortunate friend, who was covered with 
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bleed* Ner could we dMun for htm either e 
surgeon or any other assistance ; not even a Httle 
water to ymk hia wounds, though his hct was 
much briiibed^ and one of his jaw bonea frac« 
tufed. 

On the aard Frodtdor (gth Stpt.% at noon, we 
passed through the little town of Etampes^ too 
famous in the course of the revolution, for the 
commotions of the anarchists, and the murder 
of a respe&aUe magistrate* Here IXitertre made 
us halt in the middle of the public square, and 
exposed us to the insults c^ the populace, who 
were suffered to coUed around the carriages* 
We were hooted at, cursed, and covered with 
mud ; and in vain desired we might either go on, 
or be allowed to get out. Tron^on du Cou* 
dray, who was very ill, had gone into the same 
carriage with his friend Marbois, who had ob*^ 
taine(^ a bundle of straw, as a favour, on account 
of his recent wound, and the fever it had caused; 
General Murinais, (the Director Barthelemy, and 
Lafond Ladebat, had joined them. Th^e five! 
mtn, who were united by a siniilarity of opi* 
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nions and of views relative to the causes and 
consequences of the events of the 5th Sept., 
continued together during the remainder of our 
journey. At Etampes, which is in the depart- 
ment of the Seine and Oise, du Coudray^who 
was deputy for that department, was in the very 
distridt whose inhabitants had contributed to his 
cleftion with the greatest ardour* He strongly 
&It the ingratitude and base desertion of his 
fellow-citizens ; and, suddenly rising up, as if 
he had been at the tribune, ** 'THs I myself," said 
• he, '* 'tis your representative ; do you kno^ me 
in this iron cage ? 'Tis I to, whom you entrusted 
the guardianship of your rights, and it is in my 
person those rights have been violated. I am 
t^f^ggcd to punishment without having been 
tried, or even accused. My crime is that of 
having defended your liberties and properties, 
endeavoured to procure peace for our country,, 
and thus to restore your children to you. My 
crime is that of having been faithful to the con- 
stitution which we have sworn to inaintain. 
And you this day repay my zeal and asssiduity 
to serve and defend you, by uniting, with 
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my executioners!" This vehement harai;igue of 
du Coudray , of which. I have only given the 
outline^ struck a momentary awe into this outra- 
geous mob, among whom, no doubt, there coul^ 
not be one true French citizen. They presently 
renewed their insults, which continued, without 
interruption, till some bread and wine were 
brought us for our dinner. 

After being^thus exposed, as it wer.c, in a piU 
lory, during thirteen hours, we set ofFta^lecp at 
Angerville, which is four leagues from Orlean^. 
HereDutertre again persisted in crowding us into 
a dungeon, when Adjutant-General Augereau 
(who ought by no means to be confounded with 
the General of that name), being moved with 
compassion, took upon himself to lodge us at afi 
inn ; upon which Dutertre immediately put him 
under arrest, and sent him, back to Paris. 

Early on the, 24th (lOth Sept.) we arrived ^t 
Orleans, where we passed the remainder of the 
day and the following night in a house of con^ 
jfinement, formerly the convent of JJrsulincj. 
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Here we met widi some feeling faearts^ tni Ae 
hand of huoiantty eluded the rigilance of our 
gaard^ and afforded us those consolations^ the 
charms of which can scarcely be conceived by 
those who Imre not experienced them under cir- 
cumstances of the deepest misery. Here we were 
not guarded by our escort, but by the Gendar- 
merie, whose commander discharged his duty 
with kindness and generosity. Two ladies, or 
rather two angels, haring already made e^^ry 
necessary preparation at the Ursulincs, disguised 
themselves in coarse dresses, to procure an fip- 
portunity of attending on us. 'Rxcy offered us 
such succours as we wanted, and also money: 
we thanked ^m affectionately for their kind- 
ness, and, though we declined their tzfiers, have 
derived fbom the impression this ^nerous aflfcion 
made upon our hearts, a consolation Which has 
often supported our constancy in the hoiwr of 
trial. At Orleans, we might have made our 
escape, not by the assistance of the generous 
ladies, but of persons whose names would in vain 
be sought ibr, and who would have devoted 
themseircs for our safety ; but we unammousiy 
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tejcA^ the pfdposai. By tomp incdpjpfcj^enslblf 
blindpess, tjie majority of our p^y, and espet 
cialjy those of the Couxxcil pf ]El(|cr§i WQ^W AS 
that^ticofi hayc thought; w.e sulUed qur icbaradl^er^ 
hiad we attempted to elude our sentence ^^ 

On the asth (J 1 th Bept^) yfc wcrp carriefi from 
OrkaDS .to iBiQis^ where wcnmo sopner ^rriye4 
thm we pcixeiycd .an uncommcm assemblage of 
Txmmion* .Here the carriages were lajttacke^; 
hut CSap£»n.Ga.uthictr9 yuiho cotpm^nde^ the car 
xidry of jtbe. .escori;, rcpukcd the wretchps ,who 
weie at the head of this commotion. W^ re- 
wdted very diffexcat impressions in the people : 
" There they are P' cried they ; " the^e are the 
miscreants who killed the JCipg ! There are hi$ 
assassins ! They .hayjK loaded us with taxes ; they 
cat our hrcad^ iuid are the cause qf the war." 
in shorty all the reproaches which ilhe peppip 
might justly ha^e ^direded agaijisc vthe.ur tyrants 
were lavished wpon the vixSims.of tyranny. Wp 
were iodged m a small jmd very d^mp Qhnt^]Xj 
TikiSTc a. little straw ha^ been airewed on tl;^ 
{Movement i jmd it was impossible .fotr us to xiifp 

F 



pigitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 34 ) 

any rest. We endeavoured tx> Itzm the caUse of 
these opposite movements of the people, and 
wcfe informed that the celebrated AbW Gregoirc 
had procured us this kind reception by his pasto* 

ral letters. 

On the 26th (12th September), befpre we quitted 
our prison at Blois we were witnesses to the last in* 
terview and cruel separation of Mr. and Madame 
de Marbois. This lady was at her estate near 
Metz when she was informed of the arrest of her 
husband. On this she flew to Paris, but did not 
afrive there till after our departure. She imme- 
diately followed us, but without waiting to apply 
to the Direftory for permission to see her hus* 
band-Avherever she might overtake us, and the 
commissary of the government at Blois made use 
of this pretext to refuse- her request. She waa 
in like manner repulsed by the commandant,, 
Dotertrc. At length, however, arid only a few 
moments before our departure, by shewing tie 
;}ailors the permission she had obtained to see her 
husband in the Temple, sheprocured that of en^ 
tering our prison, whea she was only allowed a 
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quarter of an hour^ during whkh an ofEcer held 
his watch in his hand. A little before the last 
minute was expired, Marbois colle(Sled his 
strength, and led his worthy help-mate towards 
us ; but Barth^Iemy and du Coudray were already 
so much altered that she could not regollecft 
thenu ^^ My friends/' said her husbaodt 
^^ I present to you Madame de Marbois, 
who, while parting with me, is desirous to take 
her leave of you." We gathered round her with 
transport ; and she wished us, jiot courage, but 
health and strength. She now burst into tears, 
and Marbois said, with firmness : *^ Leave us, 
leave us ; it is time we should part.** He theii 
embraced her and carried her in his arms to the 
gate of the prison, which he opened and shot 
again himself, after which he fell on the pave- 
ment in a swoon. We immediately flew fo 
his assistance. " My friends," said he, wb?n 
partly recovered, " here I am agairi entire. 
I have found again the source of my cop- 
rage." Accordingly from that time he was l^ss 
depressed by his illness, recovered a part of 
his strength, and with it th^t firm and serene 
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rouatcnanie which b the natural companion ^ 
fortitiide. 

The preparations for our departure from BIols 
were protracted so long that we had reason tb 
•fear we were to remain there; and it washy a 
' singular circumstance we learnt the motii^ifs of 
this delay. The Adjutant-Genetal of our escort, 
Colin, well known in consequence of the part 
he took in the masscres df the 2"^. of Sejitem- 
ber, and a man named Guillet, his worthy com-, 
panion, came into the prison about lo o'clock, 
when they both seemed much agitated. ** Gen^ 
tlemcn," said the municipal officer of the guard, 
who had never left us since our arrival, *^ why 
do you not set off? every thing has been long 
ready ; the crowd increases ; and your cbnduA is 
more than suspicious. I have seen and heard 
both of you instigating the people to commit 
violence on the prisoners, and I declare to you 
that if any accident happens IwiU causi? my de- 
position to be recorded in the books of the mm\^ 
cipality." T^hese two villains stammered out 
some paltry excuses, and we were accom- 
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JJaMfed al our Aeptinute with thfe »m€ clamdurs, 
itti^i^titions and menacies^ with Which we had 
been ireCifivcd the day before. 

That night (lath September), wc dept at Atn- 
boise, ih so small a room that we cotild not lay 
ourselves down upon the i^raw, and We felt very 
impatient to arrive at Totirs that wc might take a 
little rest^ 

We arrfved there oh the 27th (isthfieptem- 

ber). This town had lately experienced a com- 

motion ih which some blood had been fepilt* The 

Anarchists, who had long been kept liown, had 

broke out under pretext of the pretended coil- 

TBpir^cy of the Legislative Body. Ernbbldened by 

the new measures of the governmetft, Whose pro- 

teiftion had been given to miscreahfts, and not 

content with oppressing good citizens ffbni whoitl 

that prote^ion was Withdrawn, they attacked 

them with arms, and imbrued their hafids in 

their blood. The constituted authorities had 

lately undergone what, in the language of these 

men, is called a purification, and the places of 
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tikc true magistrates elej£|ed by the people were 
now filled by the same men who, during the war 
of La Vendee, had become eminent among infor- 
mers and executioners. We were carried to the 
prison of the Conciergerie, which was full of 
galley'^slaves in chains, and we were put together 
with them into a court surrounded by dungeons, 
where they were shut up at nighty ^nd one of 
which was now appropriated for U5« Our guard 
had scarcely left us, before the conviAs with one 
accord ivithdrew into a corner, and while they 
thus modesdy kept their distance, one of them 
said to us : ^^ Gentlemen, we are sorry to see you 
" here. We are not worthy to approach you 4 
** but if in the miserable condition to which we 
** are reduced we can render you any service, 
^* deign to accept it. The dungeon appointed 
•^ for you is the coldest and narrowest of all ; and- 
^* we request you to accept of ours which h 
" larger and less damp.'' We thanked these poor 
fffretches, and accepted this singular hospitality, 
offered us by hands which had been sullied with 
crimes, but by hearts which were open to pity. 
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• It was above thirty hours since we had eaten^ 
when a pound of bread and half a bottle of wine 
each, which was all our alligvance, were brought 
to us» 

On the Mth CJ4th September), we atrited at 
St. MauTt. Our escort was extremely fatigued, for 
we made double the usual marches, and no halts. 
The infantry had been exchanged in the garrisons; 
but the cavalry were quite exhausted. Dutertre 
finding here a moveable, column of! the national 
guards, consisting of peasants, placed us in their 
custody, the better to refresh his troops, and ren-" 
dcrcd the municipality responsible for our persons. 
And here let me pay a tribute of gratitude and 
remembrance for the compassionate attentions 
wc received from the inhabitants of St. Maure, 
who procured us that wholesome food of which 
we were in extreme want. We were now less 
narrowly guarded, and such was the negligence 
or rather the benevolence of these good peasant^, 
the majority of whom were armed only with 
pikes, that we could go even to the high ro^d 
withoHt being attended or watched, by the senti-* 
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Mtls. As we west within n^usket shot of the f(^ 
t^&t, some of us proposed, and myself among 
the niKfnbop, to take Advantage of thks favourable 
opportunity. Not that I would have abandoned 
any one of my brothers in misfortune, but I was 
extremely desirpys they should all determine to 
make their esci^e. Un£ortanajteLy they could 
not agree 4ipon this measure. All the members 
of the Council of Five Hundred were for escape 
ing, bat those of the Council of £^ders persisted 
in remaining. They said, it was impossible but 
the nation should, sooner w kter, open theit 
eyes, and, {^ length, grant them judges. ^' And 
^ are you not already judged, condemned and 
^^ abandoned ?'' replied their colleagues ; ^^ make 
<** use of an opportunity which will never again re«- 
•*< turn,** Willot, who knew the country from 
Slaving been there in the service, strongly |)er-t 
-sisted in his opinion, and offered to be our 
^uide. Marbois declared that he had rathersub- 
cmit to bi« fate than furnish his enemies with wea- 
-pons s^ainst him. Tron(jon du Coudray said po- 
Vrtively, that he thought it his duty to his coun- 
•try and tg bis constituents, ungrateful as they 

were, 
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Were^ to a^ coiiMteotly ^ith his (sh^nSUv^ aii4 
to wait in pHson till a. proper titiiHi ficM^ his justifi- 
cation. As to the agents of the Kiitgy they 
doubted not they should be Uben^ted by some 
pSLVty of Royalists before they arriyed at Roche* 
fort; and the Abb6 Brothier heartily pitied us 
Constitutionalists^ because we should be very ill 
receivedi and^ perhaps^ cut to pieces by the Ven- 
d6en8« The members of the E\def$i However^ 
prevailed^ and^ day appeariog, wep^^jo beheld 
4)tir irmi cages^ aod the Cerb^FUS Dut6ntr«« 

^ We set off, and proceeded a long tiihe amid^ 
this extensive forest, which might so well havt 
ajfForded us nil asylum, and protetSled our flight. 
The roads were so bad, and our waggons jolted 
to severely^ that tire asked in vaih for permission 
to walk on fbot in the midst of the escort ; for 
tdien once we had entered the carriages^ and the 
iron grating was jocked, they were not opened 
again till night. Even Hchcgru and myself^ 
though still yoting and hardened by tJie &tigues 
of war, supported this vtith difficult ^ but the 
old men^ and Ma^rbois, Barthdlemy, and da 
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toudray, who were ill, suffered inexpressible 
pain. At bur arrival, our treatment: was still more 
CrucL Every night we were exhibited as a sight 
to the people, and then shut up in prisons, when 
we were worse accommodated and fed than the 
vilest criminals. 

That of Chatcllcrault, where we arrived on 
the 29th (I5th Sept.), appeated the worst we had 
yet occupied. Here we were shut up in so in- 
fe<5Vious a dungeon, that several of us swooned, 
and we should all have been stifled, had not the 
door, at which sentinels were placed to watch us 
closely^ been speedily opened. Marbois was 
very ill, and du Coudray, who was attending 
him, was sitting on the straw^ when a pooF 
wretch, who had been in close imprisonmeint, 
came to visit us in our dungeon* He hastened 
to bring us some fr^^sh water, and offered his 
bed to Marbois, who accepted it, and was some- 
what better after this repose. *^ Be patient, 
' *^ gentlemen," said this man, " in time we ac- 
•^ custom ourselves to every thing," 
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' On the 30th (l6th Sept.)) we^were treated but 
little better at Poitiers^ although some persons, 
whom prudence forbids me to name, exerted 
themselves to give us some proofs of their kind* 
ness. This was the native place of the deputy 
Thibaudeau, a member of the G)uncil of Five 
Hundred, who, being excepted from the list of 
proscriptions, had the courage and generosity to 
demand the honour of being deported* 

. On the 17th Sept., we arrived at Lusignan, 
The prison of this little town being too small to 
hold all sixteen of us, Dutertre gave orders that 
we should pass the night in the carriages in the 
middle of the public square; notwithstanding 
the heavy rain and cold wind we had endured 
throughout the day. The mayor and the coin- 
mandant of the national guard, who was an old 
man of great humanity, offered to be responsible 
for us, and, with great difficulty, obtained per^ 
missioQ to lodge us in an inn« Scarcely were we 
housed, before we saw a courier arrive. Each of 
us formed \i\% own coitjedlures ; some suddenly 
conceived hopes, and all of us thought som^ 
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ndvi event had taken piace. But we soon found 
the obje<% of his embassy was of Htthe ampor^ 
tance. It was merely an order froA the Pirec-r 
tory tQ the Adjutant-General Guille^ t<i flrrett 
and bring his general, Dutertre^ to Paris, oc^ 
account of the extortions and peculations he had 
committed ^ince our depaFture, ^d the 800 
louisrd'ofs he had received for the escpencies of 
the journey ; for which he provided by requisiT 
tions from the municipalitifss. J confess that I 
feceiyed some pleasure from spcing this wretch 
. thu9 punished by his ma^sters before he had 
fcompleted tjbe missiqn with which they h£Kl en- 
trusted him, ^nd which he sp well dischargedt 
When I heard the carriajge that was intended for 
him appipach^ j^ was desirous of seeing hi$ coun-r 
tenance in my turn. My curiosity, however, 
. had nearly cpst mp tny life. As I opened the 
^ipdo^v, a sentinel from wiitbout, appatemly iq 
iconfprtmty to former prders from DMcrtre, fired 
at me| and the baU birc^e thp.'l^ar abiQ¥i^ my hpadf 

I have already said that the arrest of Dultia^e 
w^s to us an event of but little impp^rtanc^ beoq^jse 
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the Adynstaot'-General Guillet^ who sticce^ed 
)um, ^vas no better than his pi edecessor. Of this 
we had a proof the next day (the 16th Sept.) at 
St. Matxent, where he arrested the mayor before 
our eyes, because^ moved with coirpassion at 
oar deplorable muation^ he had said to ¥is, with 
great humanity : ** Gentlemen, I feel much for 
^^ you, and every good citizen participat-es in 
^ my sentifments/* This aA of violence produced 
such discotiteivt and murmuring, that Guillet 
was obliged to -set this worthy man at liberty. 
|t9\^as at this place the descriptions of our per- 
sons were taken. An officer of the staff called 
us two by twto, interrogated us, and dilated the 
description to the Brigand Cordcbar (the same 
who was condemwd at Vend6me, together with 
3aboBuf). Here he aifted in the capacity of se- 
cretary to the commandant of the -esconrt. There 
is no kind of insult and gross abuse that these 
wretches did not lavish upon us. " And thou," 
said one of thcni, '^ wdiat trade or calling didst 
<^ thou follow ?"^'* That," returned I, '' which 
^* villains liH^ thep hav^ dishonoured; I am a 
« soldier." 
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M yet we had received no information relative 
to the fate that awaited us, or where we were 
going ; nor did we even know of our proscrip- 
tion, but by listening to the criers about the 
Temple. Even the pretended law of the 19th 
FruAidor (5th Sept.) had riot been officially com- 
municated to us« On our arrival at Niort^ on 
the ijgth Sept., being extremely desirous to read 
the public papers, we asked for them with great 
earnestness. We were in the dungeon of the 
castle, a dark damp hole, more than 25 feet be- 
low the surface of the earth ; and the munici- 
pal officer who was upon guard over us promised 
to send us, the next day, all the newspapers he 
could colle<5l. But the ex-conventionalist, le 
Cointre Puiravaux, one of the vilest tools <^ the 
anarchists, and who was commissary of the go* 
vernment there, forbad all comunication with 
the deported persons, under the severest penal- 
ties. On this . occasion^ none of us escaped the 
bad efFed^s of the dampness of our dungeon, 
which we quitted the next day (20th Sept.) almost 
, unable to move, and went to sleep at Surgeres, 
wh^re the roads divide that lead to Roch&Ue and 
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Rochefort. Here the hurry and bustle we observed 
around us, the couriers that were gding'an'd 
coming, the extraordinary precaution of placing 
the sentinels within our dungeon, every thing led 
us to imagine we were near the end of our jour- 
ney ; and we hoped that at length we should be 
indulged with a few days repose, and receive the 
efFe6t:s and the succours of all kii^ds, which our 
precipitate departure had prevented our bringing 
away with us. We even flattered ourselves that, 
after having rid themselves of the men whom the 
public esteern rendered formidable to them, the 
DireAory, confiding in the stupor of the nation, 
would not adl with a useless severity towards us, 
that could only increase the general hatred, of 
-which they were the objeA* Wc were decerved^ 
for honest men will ever be deceived when they 
attempt to speculate on the condudl of villains, 
or to calculate the degrees of criminality they 
will incur. 

On the 2 1st September, we left Surgires at three 
o'clock in the morning, and by the most dread- 
ful xoads, where we were extremely bruised on 
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t\\ i\6ei for nine tedious leAgues. We arrived at 
three in the afternoon in sight of Rochefort. But 
in lieu of entering the city) as we hoped, our ca- 
valcade turned off along the glacis^ and going 
round the city, diio£kd its course to th« port, 
^ins was a most awful moment ; for we perceived 
but too clearly that our fate was determined^ and 
that we were abotit to be separated, perhaps for 
ever, from every thing that can attach men to 
life. The most ill-omened presages now sur-» 
rounded us. The garrison of Rochefort lined the 
hedge upon the road^ and a crowd of sailors made 
the a:ir re-echo with the ill-boding cry of ** To 
^* ths water, to the water ! '* Thus we arrived 
on . the banks of the Charente, where the innu^- 
merable workmen of the dock-yards^ the soldiers 
of the garrison, and the sailors, ran to the water- 
side, and,' crowding round our carriages and our 
escort, cried out aloud — ^" Down with the ty** 
" rants ; make them drink out of the large cup^^ 

Such were the farewell salutations we received 
•froni our fellow-citizens, while an adjutant or 
commissary of marine^ nam«d la Coste, whose 

face, 
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^e^ which Was farrowed with scars, t seemed to 
recoUedl, called over the deported persons^ and 
received us from the commandant o£ the escortj 
Guillet. 

As We came out of the c^rriagessthe commis-' 
sary la Co^e put us into a boat : but he found 
M. de Marbois in so bad a state of healthy that at 
first he refused to take him on board> declaring 
that he was dying, and could not bear two days 
voyage. Upon this^ Guillet put himsblf in a 
^sion^ threatened to arrest la Caste, and swore 
he would denounce him and have him cashiered* 
Accordingly^ Marbois was carried into the boat^ 
and Guillet embarked along with us# 

We were iiow taken on board a tWo-masted 
vessel^ which was moored about the middle o£ 
the liver, and called the Briilianti being a sm^ 
privateer taken from the English^ Some ill- 
looking Mldiefs rudely made us go down between 
decks, pktshiBg. and crowding, us towards the 
forecastle^ whilst wc were stifled with the smoke 
of the kitchen, 
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We were suffering extremely from hunger and 
thirst ; for we had neither eaten nor drank during 
thirty-six hours, A pail of water was let dowA 
in the midst of us^ and a couple of the crew's 
loaves were thrown down beside it, with a gesture 
of the' utmost' contempt. We were, however, 
unable td eat on account of the smoke and our 
very uneasy situation. In the mean while, the 
sentinels, who pressed us more and more, held 
the most horrid language. Pichcgru having re- 
sented the insolence of the soldier who was in the 
midst of us, the latter replied to the general — 
" Thou hadst better be silent, for thou art not 
" yet out of our power." This was a boy of 
fifteen or sixteen years of age. 

We had reason to believe that the place of our 
deportation was no other than the bed of the river 
Charente, and that we were already on board one 
of those horrid instruments of execution, a vessel 
witli a trap-door, invented to quench the thirst 
of tyrants for human blood, and to murder in the 
dark as rapidly as possible as many victims as 
their thoughts or their caprice could desire. 
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Thus we continued till night. What a dreadful 
night ! we listened with anxious suspense, con- 
stantly expefting the fatal moment to arrive ; ani 
when the sailors began to hand the ropes, we 
doubted not but our last hour was come. But 
instead of this the Brilliant had set 'sail, and was 
going down the river. The tide, however, was 
against us, and at eleven o'clock at night we 
moored in the great road. A few moments after 
we had cast anchor, six of us were called up 
on deck. This was a dreadful moment ! — I was 
not of the number of those who were 'first called, 
and we bid, as we thought, a final adieu to our 
companions. This successive calling us up, the 
ferocious joy of the soldiers and of the crew, 
the presence *of Guillet; convinced us our fellow 
prisoners were taken from us to execution. 
In this cruel suspense we remained near half aa 
hour, in silent horror and resignation. 

More of us were afterwards called up in our 

turn, and then only four remained. Aubry, 

Bourdon, Dossonville, and Willot were those 

who experienced this last anguish, this pro- 
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longation of torture : till, at length, contrary to 
our expectation, we all met again on board a 
corvette, named U Fail/ante, commanded by 
Captain Julien, who, as he received us on board, 
desired us to be patient ; and assured us that whil^ 
he punctually performed the orders of the DU 
rectory, he would ' negleft nothing to soften our 
affliftions. The commandant Guillet followed 
us on board the Vaillante, and, perceiving the 
impression his presence tnade on us, said ; " Yes^ 
*^ gentlemen, here I ^m agaiij/' 

We were now ordered down between decks, 
f^ Do they intend to starve us to death ?'* cried 
the unfortunate Dossonville, who suffered more 
cruelly than any of us in consequence of the 
want of food. ^* No, no, gentlemen,'* said an 
officer of the corvette, laughing, (this was des 
Poyes, formerly ^^ officer on board the Royal 
fleet) " your supper will be brought you pre- 
?* sently." — '^ Do but give me some fruit," said 
Marbois, almost expiring. Immediately after 
two loaves of the crew's bread were thrown dowq 
from al?ovp board. This was all t^e prQmisf4 
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supper vrt rjeceived^ and however frugal it was fofe 
our nuscrable party, who had not ealcn during 
forty hours^ we have often looked back to it with 
a longing recolledlion : for that was the last time 
we tasted bread ! 

This last reoooval to a vessel of war^ the mo« 
tions of the crew in preparing to get under sail, 
the reception of the captain, the humanity that 
lappeared in his language, notwithstanding the 
severity of his countenance, and his firm tone in 
the presence of his crew, every thing concurred 
in convincing us, or inducing us to believe^ 
that, at least, we were not to be speedily put to 
death^^when, on a sudden. Captain JuHen) who^ 
a monnent before, had been talking with GuiViet 
near the edge of the hatchway, came down 
between decks, "accompanied by some armed 
soldiers, and distributed hammocks to only 
twelve of us, whom be called to receive them. 
Those who bad none^ were Willot, Pichegni, 
Dossonville^^ and rpyself. We were separated 
from our companions by the guard that attended 
Captaipt Julian, who himself ordered us to go 
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down into the boatswain's store-room, saying: 
" As for you four gentlemen, that is to be your 
« lodging." 

^ This unexpected blow seemed as much to 
afFe<5): our twelve companions as ourselves ; nor 
would they consent to be separated from us ; but 
requested to be treated with equal barbarity. 
Tron<;on du Coudray and Barbe Marbois in par- 
ticular exclaimed against this separation, and 
insisted strongly on our sharing the same fate. 
Barthikmy and his faithful le Tellier, seeing us 
dragged away by the soldiers into the store-room, 
ran to the hatchway and jumped down with us ; 
upon which the captain threatened to make them 
go tip again by means of the bayonet ; but they 
did not yield to his menaces ; they yielded only 
to our urgent entreaties. 

Thus four of us now remained in the profound- 
cst darkness, in that horrid dungeon, infected 
by the exhalations of the hold, and by the cables, 
without hammocks or coverings, or any thing on' 
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which to lay pur heads ; though unable to hold 
ourselves upright. 

Our twelve fellow prisoners were also extremely 
confined between decks, over our heads, with 
the hatchways shut, and, like us, entirely de- 
prived of air, of motion, and of the necessaries 
of life. 

The corvette set sail at four o'clock in the 
morning, as we perceived by the cries of the 
crew, and, soon after, by the motion of the 
waves. 

At eight o'clock in the morning of the 22°^. 
of February one of the hatchways was opened, 
we heard the bell ring for the crew's breakfast, 
and a biscuit for each of us was thrown down. 

Our companions now desired the captain to be 
called ; upon which he came to the hatchway : 
" Deported !" said the captain, " what do you 
^^ want with me ?"— " To tell you," said Marbois, 
** that the biscuit we have just received is a kind 
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^ of food to which n6ne of us are accostomedi 
^' Some of us are old, and cannot chew it, and 
^' besides, that given us is so rotten, that none of 
^ your crew would eat it. We desire you to in- 
** form us of the orders you have received relative 
*^ to us.** — ^ Deported,** replied the captain, " I 
** have no other biscuit to order you ; 'tis the food 
'^ I am to give you. Take what is offered, and 
^^ think yourselves happy that I do not more ri^ 
*' gorously execute the orders I have received* 
** *Tis very singular, that, in your preseftt situation, 
^ you should demand'a sight of my orders. I have 
** nothing to communicate." — " As I have pcr- 
^^ formed several long voyages,'* replied Marbois, 
" I must inform you, ^hat if you keep us thus 
'* closely shut up, deprived of the external air, 
*' and without those precautions which are in* 
*• dispensably necessary to prevent our rendering 
*' that air we breathe infectious ; not only you 
** will kill us in a very few days, but you will have 
*^ the plague on board your ship, and lose your 
^ crew." — " Well,** said the captain, as he went 
away, ** I shall see what I can do when we have 
^ got out of sight of' the French coast i*^ 

At 
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' At noon a biscuit each was again brought us, 
and a bucket full q£ gourganes or large besuis 
boiled^ and without any kind of seasoning, was 
set down for us. This was afterwards oiu: daily 
allowance^ and the only food that was given us 
during the whole voyage. With this, two cabin 
boys were appointed to serve us. He that waited 
on our fellow prisoners was named Aristides, and 
was a very handsome and a very good lad ; but 
ours was an ill-looking, ill-disposed boy. The 
chara£lers of these attendants, the only persons 
with whoni we could communicate, was of great 
importance to our fate ; and Aristides had a con- 
siderable share in the consolations which we very 
rarely experienced the good little Aristides ! 

SucK was our lot on board this floating tomb, 
which tore us from our native 6oi\, %nd was » carry- 
ing us to an unknown country. 

Scarcely Jhad we got out to sea beifore the winds 
became contrary, and the tempest so violent, that 
the captain was obliged to put into the road of 
RochcUe, where we cast anclior before night. 

I 
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About eleven o'clock the next day (a3rd Sept.) 
Admiral Martin came on board the corvette, 
notwithstanding the bad weather, bringing with 
him Captain la Porte, who had orders from the 
Direftory to take the command instead of Cap- 
tam Julien. This event we learnt merely by 
listening to the proclamation of Admiral Mar- 
tin, wiio ordered the crew to obey their new 
fcaptain. 

We soon perceived, hy the manner in which 
Captain la Porte set out, that under the command 
of Captain Julien we had not yet sunk to the 
lowest state of misery. We heard him with a 
harsh thundering voice, like that of a speaking 
trumpet, haranguing his crew as follows : " Sol- 
. " diers, T order you to watch these great culprits 
f^ closely ; and you^ sailors, I forbid you, under 
" paiq pf death, tp communicate, in any mianner 
*^ whatever, with those miscreants/- He then went 
his rounds, and called us oyer ; and, having exa- 
mined us closely, said; "Gentlemen, you are very 
f^ fortunate to have been treated with so much 
f? clemency.'' 
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The winds Were contrary, and there was a great 
swell in the sea. About three o'clock the' sam* 
day (23rd Sept.), a boat put off from RocheHe, 
tad made towards the corvette with all the force 
of their oars. On being hailed, they answered 
they had sonbe effe<fts belonging to the deported 
|)ersons: but Captain la Porte forbad tliem tb 
board us, and threatened to sink them. The 
boat, however, wa» already under the stern of the 
Vaillantej and the son of Laffond Ladebat de- 
clared "his name, supplicating for perrtiissiofn to 
see his father and give him some clothes. But 
the captain was inflexible to the groans of this 
wretched father^ *ho> hearing the toice of his 
son, cried out with rage, and struggled be- 
tween decks; He was equally inflexible to the 
tears and cries of the young man, who, full of 
despair^ supplicated on his knees that he might be 
permitted, for this last time, to embrace his father. 
" No, no,'* cried la Porte ; " take t^iyself away 
" immediately, or I will sink thee." He only 
permitted young Laffond tb deliver the port- 
manteau be brought to the sailors, and then or- 
dered the boat to keep off, together with this af- 
I2 
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fectionate son, who never afterwards beheld his, 
father. 

An hour after this heart-rending scene, the 
captain got under sail, notwithstanding the tem* 
pest, thus braying all the dangers of the Bay c^ 
Biscay even during the equinoctial gales, not only 
that we might incur this additional risk, but 
hoping, no doubt, that by thi^ means we should 
escape the English. , Thus we a second time 
quitted the coasts of France at five o'clock in the 
afternoon, on the 23rd of September. The night 
was very stormy, and we had nearly been lost in 
doubling the reefs of the Pertuis d'Antioche. 
The next day, however, (24th Sept.) the captain 
was again obliged to come to, and cast anchcn: 
nearly abreast of the mouth of the river of Bour- 
deaux, in the road of Blaye. 

. I can give no account of the nautical maneeu^ 
•yres of our ship, nor can I add any thing to what 
I have already said, of our situation during the 
first days of our voyage; for, notwithstanding the 
illness which the rolling of the ship occasioned 
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in most of us, we had not yet obtiuned permia* 
8ion to go upon deck, and the hatches being 
constantly shut on account of the bad weather^ 
we were all in the greatest agony. 

On the 25th, the winds having abatedy we again 
got under sail. It was not, however, till four 
days after (on the 29th Sept.), that we were per- 
mitted to go upon deck for an hour ; one half of 
us being called up at four o'clock, and the other 
half at five. During these two hours^the soldiers 
were under arms, and the deported were only 
allowed to walk in the gangway between two 
masts. They were prohibited from speaking; 
and all the crew were forbid to say any thing to 
them. ' 

The detachments which had been put on board 
the Vaillante to guard us, chiefly consisted of 
marines sent home from the Islands of France and 
Bourbon by Messrs. de Circey, together with the 
commissaries of the Dire Aory, who had been sent 
to those colonies to carry out the decrees which 
i^ad disorganized and destroyed the French, set- 
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tlemciits at the Antilles. These liien had firf- 
merly been sclefled from among the revolutionary 
bands of the committee of Nantes^ so famous in 
the annals of terror by the massacres and the 
drownings of the priests who were sentenced to 
deporjtation ! 

We heard them relate to each other their va-' 
rious exploits. One boasted of having, during 
a marcb^ assassinated his captain in the back, and 
thrown him into a ditch, because he suspe<5led 
him of aristocracy ; another coolly enumerated 
how many priests he had -drowned in the Loire ; 
&. third explained to hb comrades, how thes6 
drownings were performed, and the grimaces of 
the unfortunate wretches at the moment of sub- 
mersion : several of them bragged of having 
killed with their oars those who, after passing 
through the trap-^door in the drowning vessel* 
endeavoured to save their lives by swimming'^ 
and they acknowledged that those who had sent 
them back from the Jsland of Bourbon had done 
well, for that otherwise they would have put that 
colony ^ la hautmrd$ la rSvohtionl ' 
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If these monsters suspended for a moment their 
horrid conversations, it was to sing disgusting 
songs. They chose the time of our rest, to place 
themselves by the hatchway, and howl out their 
obscenities, their blasphemies, and their songs of 
cannibals. If we requested their indulgence, they 
loaded us with abuse, and in^med'iately resumed 
their infernal cJiofussMf 

On the eighth day of our voyage, when w^ 

were permitted to breathe for an hour each day^ 

only three of us, Tronqon du Coudray, Pichegni, 

and la Vilheurnois, weri able to avail themselves 

of this liberty. The rest had not strength enough 

to go upon deck. I was myself eight-and-twehty 

days without being able to go quite out of the 

Jiolc we* occupied ! The old General Murinais 

made an effort to climb upon deck, but his 

strength failed him, and he fell from the 

upper deck into the hold. We immediately 

hastened to his assistance, and thought he was 

Hilled, In the mean while, some of the sailors 

slid down the rope into the hold, and assisted us 

to lift up this poor old man^ who was unable to 
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move, and whose face was ttrribly bruised, and 
his white hair covered with blood, — But the fero* 
cious captain ran to the edge of the hatchway, 
and called aloud i *' Sailors, you know your orders, 
*^ which prohibit you from holding any commu- 
*' nication with the deported. Come away, and 
^^ let a glass of water be given to the sick man/' 

Captain la Porte did not omit any species of 
torment that might contribute to make us ^nk 
tinder our calamities ; and with a refinement of 
tMSKrbarity, would not allow us the use of steps te 
go upon deck ; so that, being obliged to swarm 
U rope in the clear of the hatchways, those of the 
|>risoner8 who were too weak for that exertion, 
and to whom the fresh air was most iiecessary, 
could not proctire that indulgence^ 

The most ordinary, the vilest accommodations 
and conveniencies, the most necessary utensils 
were denied us ; and when we asked, as a favour, 
for a little straw, to prevent \xs from being 
bruised by the rolling of the ship^— " They are 
'^ laughing at me," said the captain ; ^^ the boards 

'' are 
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^ are too soft for those rascals. I wish I could 
^ have the place paved for them/' 

Our fellow prisoners represented to the cap- 
tain^ by the interposition of the good little Aris- 
tides^ that they had no spoons^ or cups, or basons 
to separate their portions; but the captain re* 
plied : *' What occasion for spoons to cat gour^ 
^^ ganes and biscuit? Have not those villains 
*' fingers ? and do they not know how to drink 
^^ out of a bucket? Besides, I will not be troubled ;. 
^^ they must know that, in their present situation^ 
^^ all their applications ari^ perfedlly useless/' 

On the fourteenth day of our voyage, the want 
of air and of food had reduced most of us to thp 
last extremity; and in the momentary visits 
which the surgeon paid us, he told us, we oply 
suffered from the sea-sickness, and that as for the 
scurvy, we should find means of cure on shore> 
for Guiana abounded in turtles, 

Pichegru was the only one of the four pri-- 
soners in the store-room who was not afFedled 
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ivith sea-sickness ; but he suffered so much thfe 
more severely, in consequence, by hunger, and 
had frequent paroxysms of rage. But as he had 
more strength than the rest, he paid gr^at atten- 
tion to his fellow prisoners., 

At seven in the morning of the 4th Odlobef, 
the hatches were opened to air the ship. A little 
more light than usual now cheered our dungeon, 
where we seemed struggling with death itself, and 
our languishing features could scarcely express 
our mutual adieus ; when suddenly the comman- 
dant of the marine guard of the ship, the worthy 
Capt. Hurto, whom we had only remarked for the 
decency of his behaviour towards us, jumped into 
the hold, and, falling amidst us, hurt his leg. 
•^^ Gentlemen," cried he, in great agitation, ^ do^ 
^* not ruin me, do not ruin me: but I cannot bear 
^* all these horrors. Here is tea and sugar; Maltre 
^^ Dominique will bring you some hot water. Do 
*^ you understand me, Maltre Dominique ? Him 
" you may trust ; but, for God's sake, do not ruin 
^^ me ! I must keep my station, that I may slipport 
f^ my family, and my poor dear wife !" He could 
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scarcely utter these words, for his voice was al« 
most sti^ed with sob$> while he exclaimed : 
^^ Oh He?avens ! And 'tis f ,. 'tis I that am com- 
" pellcd to execute these horrors !'* 

Presently after, Maltre Dominique brought us 
some hot water and a basoo. This refreshm^eDt 
was to us as welcome as the manna from Heaven. 
It not only restored us to life, but what stiU 
more reanimated us, and again opened our hearts 
to a ray. of pleasure, was the unexpeiSbed huma* 
nity of this beneficent a^lion : this proof that 
Providence had not utterly abandoned us ; and 
that there were still some angels of consolatioa 
amidst the demons that surrounded us. 

On the 7th of 06l:ober> we were in ?ight of 
the coasts of Spain. Marbois remarked it, ^nd 
learnt from a sailor, who had privately sold him 
some bread made of Indian corn, that we were 
abreast of St. Andero, and that some people from 
the coast, towards which we were making, had 
brought us some, refreshments. He thought 
that, on this occasion, we ought to make one 
K 2 
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more attempt to prevail with' the captain ; tliat 
, this would be our last opportunity of procuring 
fresh provisions ; and that^ perhaps, his avarice 
might, for once, overpower his cruelty, and in- 
duce him to permit persons to go on shore to 
purchase ^or us the articles we might want. Mar- 
bois, therefore, wrote a letter, which was carried 
to the captain by the faithfid Aristides, and 
which was as follows: 

^ Having had no notice of our embadcation 

^* for so long a voyage, we had no opportunity 

•* to make the least provision for it ; you have 

^ pot communicated the orders and instructions 

" you have received relative to our treatment 

*' on board, and it is impossible you should have 

" brders to starve us to death. We must thcrc- 

** fore conclude, the barbarities you exercise 

*^ towards us are an abuse of your authority* 

^' RcfleA that you may one day repent of your 

*' conduct? that our blodd will fall upon 

*" your own head; and that, perhaps, to all 

" France, but certainly to our families, to our 

** brothers and our sons, you will have to give 
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^^ an account of the lives of m^n v^hdm chance 
^^ liaa placed in your hands. 

^^ We desire, that before we leave the Spanish 
<^ coasts and the Bay of St. Andero, you will send 
'^ a boat ashore, to purchase, at our ekpence, those 
^^ provisions which are indispensably necessary for 
'' us/' 

Captain la Porte replied : " I have no ven- 
^ geance to fear; I shall not send on shdre; I Shall 
*^ not in any resped): change the orders I have 
" given ; and I will have the first flogged with 
^' a cat-o'nine tails who importunes me with his 
** remonstrances." 

On the morning of the gth Odlober, we 
learnt by Aristides that we had at length doubled 
Cape Ortegal, and the evening of the same day^ 
when Pichegru came down from above board, he 
told us we had lost sight of the coasts of Europe^ 
and werje steering to the northward with a fair 
wind. The corvette la Vaillante is a very good 
sailor, and made as much as la knots an hour 
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when we had a fresh breeze. Add i«re let me 
observe a circumstance^ which, however, is no 
otherwise remarkable than from its singular aud 
unfortunate coincidence. I mean that Willot, 
when commandant at Bayonne, where this cor- 
vette was built, had been its godfather^ and thus 
launched, as k were^ from its cradle, that very 
ship on board of which he was now lingering iii^ 
chains. 

Prom the first day we wei*e permitted to walk 
upon deck, we endeavoured to discover the dis-*- 
positions of the crew, by observing their coun* 
tenances. We already perceived, that Maltre 
Dominique, who was first mattre d'equipage, a 
man about 6o years of age, seemed afiedlcd 
whenever one of us came forth, like a specftrc 
from the tomb ; nor could he even fix his eye4 
upon us without evident marks of sensibility. 
We have often beheld him, sitting by the main* 
inast| shedding tears, as we walked to and 
fro. We learnt from Captain Hurto that. it was 
Maltre .Dominique, who, when on watch in the 
liight'time, used ta throw pieces of bread and 
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cheese below^ although having lost all his teeth 
he deprived himself of Jiis allowanoe of brieadjto 
give It to us. The first time he brought us hot 
water under pretence of cleaning the pump, we 
crowded round him to express our gratitude ; and 
this man, whose tone was severe and even brutal 
to the sailors, this worthy map sunk almost senses- 
less in our arms. *' Ah, Sirs,'* cried he, " this 
" V'oyage will cost me my life, because I am com- 
^^ pelled to conceal my anguish/* 

Doipinique was incessantly employed in pro- 
curing us some comfort or alleviation, though 
•he had considerable diffiguity in eluding the vi- 
^ilaiicpe of the captain. It was Aristides that ge^ 
nerally performed his commissions, and when he 
was not satisiied with, his attention or acuteness, 
he beat the popr little fellow. We had the mor- 
tification to hear his cries on these occasions, 
and trembled lest thi$ should betray the kindness 
pf Dominique. In the mean while, the soldiery 
remarked the frequent visits of Aristides, re-^ 
proached him with the care he took of u$, and 
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beat him too : but this excellent lad said nothing, 
and made no complaints, 

Dominique contrived sometimes to purchase 
bread and wine for us, for the former of which 
he paid 4 livrcs the pound, and as much per 
glass for the latter. 

One day, he came to us sparkling with joy, 
and told M. de Marbois that he would provide 
us with a supper, desiring we would not eat the 
beans of our allowance. Accordingly, at mid^ 
night, he sent us the back of a roast pig together 
with a loaf and some wine. This was assuredly 
his private stock, and the last resource of th« 
worthy Dominique. 

His acftive humanity, however, at length bc» 
trayed his secret, and he was discovered by the 
captain, who, in the presence of the whole crew, 
called him to give an account of his condudt, and 
threatened him with chains and death. We 
heard this ^cenc, Dominique did not belie his 

general 
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general charaAcr ; he confessed all. ^ t regret,*^ 
said he, with firmness, " that I could not offer the 
" Gentlemen more. I would alleviate their suf- 
'^ ferings even at the expence of my blood. Now 
*' order me to be shot immediately. What would 
** you more ? Order me to be shot.** 

The captain remained totally silent — ^and Lieu- 
tenant Dubourg took the part of Dominique j 
the second maltre tf^qiiipage, Choepuiset, had 
participated in his honourable crimes ; and per- 
haps la Porte was not so sure of his crew as of 
his soldiers. Dominique had taken charge of 
several letters for our families which have been 
faithfully delivered ; but Heaven has robbed us 
of an opportunity of expressing our gratitude to 
this virtuous man, or rather has itself rewarded 
bim. He died soon after the return of the 
Vaillante. 

Our situation sometimes awakened emotions 
of tenderness in the* hardest hearts. One 
day, the aged General Murinais was sitting 
by one of the chace guns ojv which he leaned^ 

h 
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and while the erewwere at supper he was en^ 
deavouring to chew the' bad biscuit that was 
. given us : but having lost all his teeth, he could 
neither bite it nor soften iu The captain, passing 
near him^ was suddenly struck with -the fine 
countenance of this old man, whom the sailers 
beheld with involuntary respe<ft. " I perceive,** 
said he, ^' you cannot chew the biscuit. I will 
•' order you bread?' But Murinais replied, with 
a firm and resolute voice : ^' No, Sir, I want 
/' nothing of you. Do your duty. I will not ac- 
^* cept from you any preference. I will not have 
** any thing in which my comrades do not partici^ 
'^ patd. Leave me in peace." 

About the l6th of OAober, as we were abreast 
of the Azores, the wind blowing a heavy gale, and 
the sea being very rough, we fell in with a Por- 
tuguese ship from the Brazil coast, to which the 
captain gave chace, and took her. In manning 
her, the corvette suffered a violent shock, while 
Captain la Porte and his crew were plundering 
the unfortunate passengers. In the mean while 
the worthy Maltre Dominique took advantage of 
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the general disorder to get us some provisions^ 
and brought us some nuts of Para and cocoa nuts. 

Notwithstanding the occa^onal alleviations 
which the humanity of Captain Hurto and Maltre 
Dominique, and the adlivity of Aristides pro- 
cured us from time to time, we were cruelly tor- 
mented with hunger ; and yet the disgust we felt 
for the black biscuit, which we could not break 
without meeting with large living worms, did not 
yield to our ravenous appetite. The large beans 
oTgourganes were still more loathsome to us ; for, 
ivhether from habitual filthiness or from inten- 
tional ill-will, they never brought us our bucket 
of food but we saw hairs and vermin swimming 
at top, ^ 

Ever since the violence of the illness, occa- 
sioned by the rolling of the ship, had ceased, 
the cruel famine that succeeded to it produced 
different efFe6ls in our wretched party. Most of 
us were extremely faint, weak, and almost totally 
exhausted ; especially Tronqon du Coudray, Laf- 
L 2 
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fond Ladebat^ and Barth^lemy; while^ on the 
contrary, Marbois, Willot, and Possonville, had 
paroxysms of rag^^ and the coarse food which 
they eat in too snull quantities, only excited their 
ravenous appetite. *^ The Directory, no doubt," 
said one of our fellow prisoners, ^Mine bctt«^ 
^* than we do," as he looked one day at thi? 
bucket of black beans.-^ — *^ Yes," replied a man 
who overheard us, and who never spoke to. us 
but this once, though I dare not name him; 
^^ yes, the Pireiftors Jiave a better dinner ; yet f 
^^ doubt whether they dine with the same tran- 
*^ quillity, or whether they would shew the same 
^^ fortitude were they in your plage." 

A much more remarkable circumstance oc- 
curs to my recolle<5lion, when a single word 
made our ferocious captain shudder. Marbois 
was walking on the deck, and suffered «o much 
from hunger that he could no longer contain 
himself. The captajn happening to pass him— ^ 
♦^ I am hungry. I am hungry," cried Marbois, 
with a strong but altered voice, and fixing his 
eyes, which sparkled with rage, qn^la Porte, " I 
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^^'«m hungry s give tne something to eat, di 
^ throw me into the sea." Our Cerberus seemed 
petrified, and ordered some food to be given to 
Marbois. 

Another tinae, Willot, who was devouring with 
his eyes every thing he saw, bought of one of 
the sailors a pound of hog's-lard, which he im- 
mediately swallowed^ and was afterwards ex* 
tremely ill. 

In this condition we arrived at the tropic. But 
the warc)ith of the climate in these smooth seas 
only added to the activity of our stomachs. The 
horrors of the famine we endured will never be 
effaced from my memory ! The unfortunate Dos- 
sonville uttered such cries of rage, that we were 
afraid he would bite us. The crew having caught 
a large shark, the captain ordered the staff por- 
tion^ that is, the worst, to be given to us. 

The oiliness, the unwholesome n ess, and the 
hardness of digestion of this animars flesh, is 
well known ; but we were so famished, we could 
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have devoured the whole shark, Dominique sent 
us word to refuse this allowance^ and at night 
conveyed us the best part of the sharks well sea^ 
soned with onions, pimento, alid plenty of vine- 
gar : Dossonville alone eat, for his share, six 
pounds of it with the most alarming voracious- 
ness ; in consequence of wl^ich, he was soon af- 
ter at death's dpo^. 

We sometimes obtained these alleviations by 
other hands besides the generous Dominique; 
but in these cases we were sure to pay a very high 
price for them : for our sufferings were increased 
with a view to plunder us t thus Dossonville gave 
a very good blue surtout, which was quite new^ 
for a loaf of three pqunds weight. 

About this time the impatience of Pichegru 
furnished Captain la Porte with a pretext' to add 
to the vexations ht inflicted on the four prisoners 
of the store-room. The cabin boy who waited 
on us, persisted, notwithstanding our prayers and 
menaces, in always biinging us our bucket of 
beans so filthy that we could not touch them. 
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One day, Pichegru, who was tormented with 

hunger, waited with impatience even for this 

coarse food, and when the boy brought the 

bucket,, which wds almost covered with hairs, 

pushed him. The boy fell into the bucket, and, 

being burned, cried aloud and called for help. 

Pichegru accused himself of the fail ; but we 

would not allow that he alone was culpable, and 

the captain ordered us all four to.be put in irons, 

and even, during the two first days, with both 

feet. In this condition we suiFercd very severely. 

We had now been in chains during six days, nor 

did the captain seem at all disposed to relieve us 

from them, when fear, the only motive that can 

operate on the wicked, compelled him to that 

measure. 

Ever since the capture of the Portuguese shipj^ 
the crew had been discontented with the unfairness^ 
of the captain in dividing the booty. Some of 
the sailors complained aloud, and compassion for 
our fate was combined with their murmurs. We 
were placed among them on the forecastle, and 
they hod before their eyes generals loaded with 
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irons : Rchcgfu in particular ^ attrafted their at- 
tention, and increased the concern they felt. Od 
the seventh day, the captain again sent us down 
into the store-room. This was certainly at that 
time a very necessary measure, for he had not a 
ftipment to lose. 

A few days after, the Vaillante took another 
prize, an English ship bound from London to 
Antigua. On this occasion Captain la Porte 
«eemed desirous of accommodating matters with 
his crew; for he permitted, and even himself 
gave an example of the most insatiable plunder ; 
and an English colonel, a passenger on board 
this vessel, having demanded his portmanteau to 
be restored to him, was put into the storc-rootn 
with us for several days. 

After having passed the tropic, a Swedish 
vessel bound for St. Bartholomew took to flight 
before the Vaillante, and we could not join her 
till five o'clock in the afternoon, when the wor- 
thy Lieutenant Dubourg, the man whom we had 
observed to be affc£lcd at our wretched condi- 
tion, 
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tion, was ordered to visit the ship. When he 
returned^ he assured the captain, that her docu* 
ments were perfc6lly regular. He added, " It is 
the same ship that lay near us in the road of 
Blaye^ when we moored there, and has a great 
number of French West India planters on board, 
whom the law of the igth FruAidor has obliged 
to quit France/* — " And do you call this ship 
regular ?" cried la Porte, in a rage. " A Royalist 
could not say. more."— ". Go," said he, to another 
officer, ^^ visit the ship again, and if there be any 
person on board who is condemned to depor* 
tation, it will be a lawful prize." Fortunately 
there were none of them on bokrd ; but it will 
scarcely be believed, that, in order to be certain 
of this, by comparing the muster- rple with the 
proscription-lists, this wretch asked us to lend 
him the Bulletin of the Law§, in which that san- 
guinary decree was detailed at full length; toge-^ 
ther with our pretended condemnation, and the 
fatal lists. 

We had now been forty days at sea, and by 
the reckoning wewefe very near North Cape, 
M 
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ulthough we had as yet observed no change in 
the colour of the water. Being quite becalmed^ 
and the excessive heat completely overpowering 
us, Aubry, almost destitute of life, was groaning 
and complaining in a low vdce, -and, after enu- 
merating our various miseries, ^^ Alas !'* cried he, 
^' why has he not thrown us into the sea ?*' — '^ You 
are perfe6Uy at liberty to do so," said the cap- 
tain, who, though unknown to us, was near, *^ and 
you will give me pleasure. I will order a ladder, 
to assist you to get upon deck/* 

At length, on the 50th morning, at day-break^ 
we heard a cry of '* Land! LandT which seem- 
ed to reanimate us with a sensation of new life. 
This was the first ray of hope that had dawned 
upon us since the 4th September, the day of our 
arrestation. Our executioner had even made us 
ardently desire the land pf banishment^ 

When we went upon deck, we perceived the 
continent, and a land which was higher than the 
rest of the coast, and which was thought to be 
J^Drth Cape, though as yet an undistinguished 
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mSLS94 This confused appearance w4?> howereti 
su£l|cient to satisfy our impatience^ and our ima- 
ginations already penetrated the forests before 
us'i>.aiid^ presenting to our minds. the idea of 
an asylum^ drew a pidlure of our retreat^ which 
it even adorned with the sweets of peace and 
comfort* " At length/' we said,, *^we shall 
*' escape from the presence of our tyrants ; we 
^^ shall range at liberty, over a land where we 
^^ shall find some consolation . in our misery^ 
«' and, perhaps, some new friends. Our persc- 
'^ cutors will be satisfied with having placed the 
^^ ocean between them and us; they will think 
*^ themselves safe and sufficiently revenged by 
^^ our forlorn and deserted condition, and the 
" profound oblivion that awaits us*" 

To quit the Vaillante, to eat our fill, arid to 
drink fresh water^ now seemed to us the supreme 
good, for we were in an agony of hunger and 
thirst. Marbois, who had formerly been inten- 
dant of St. Domingo, and was perfectly acquaint- 
ed with the productions of that country, talked 
of nothing but the delicious fruits we were about 

M2 
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to taste^ and supported our expiring frames, hf 
these sweet illusions; illusions which the kuid 
breezes seemed to Vealize^ by wafting even to 
our blunted senses^ the perfumes of lemon trees 
and pine-apples. 

At five o'clock in the afternoon of the 10th 
Oftober, the Vaillante moored in the great road 
of Cayenne, in sight of the town, which was dis- 
tant from us about three leagues. From this time 
we had permission to walk upon deck at all hours, 
but the captain again renewed his prohibition to 
'the crew, to hold any conversation with us. 
He immediately communicated our arrival to 
Jeinnet, the agent of the DireAory, who dis- 
charged the functions of the former office of 
governor of Cayenne. 

In the forenoon of the llth, a^ schooner 
commanded by a trading captain, Desperoux, 
came to carry us on shore. * La Porte was much 
surprised' the agent-gehefal had not ordered him 
to land us "himself; iand the orders he at the same 
fime received to remain at his moorings, without 
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cdmifig any nearer the island of Ca^^eniie^ mi 
his prohibition to hold any communication with 
the land, or to saflfer any of his crew to quit the 
ship under pain of death, gave him great uneasi-* 
ness. He said, he would not deliver us up to 
any officer but the agent himself ; and we after- 
wards learnt from Maitre Dominique, that sus^ 
pecting Jeannet to be already too well informed 
of the recent events, he was on the point of 
weighing anchor and sailing for Guadaloupe, to 
consign us to the celebrated Victor Hugites, that 
tyrant of the Caribbee Islands. . 

The order, however, was positive, and he waa 
forced to relinquish his prey. He caused us to be 
escorted by a detachment of his marinies; who 
were to accompany us to the shore, and then ta,ke 
leave of us. As we went on board the vessel 
that was to convey us thither, we received at 
onee the last frowns of this enraged tig€f> and 
the blessings pf Dominique^ expressed by thti 
tears that trickled down his cheeks. 

The vessel moored at a cannon shot fron^ the 



Digitized 



by Google 



( 86 ) 

land, Whither we went in some shsdlops tbaf 
cacne to meet us. We disembarked with great 
difficQlty on a rocky shore^ where the sea, which 
had a great swell, broke with violence o|^osite 
the hospital, which is a very fine edifice built on 
the edge of the sea at the northermost extremity 

of the Savannah. 

/ 

A great crowd of people came out to meet 
us, among whom were all the magistrates and 
the chief inhabitants of Cayenne. We could 

< easily perceive by the in^pression we toade on 
them, that it was not curiosity al«ne that brought 
Cbem out. The comxpandant of the ttoops, Dbs- 
vieux, received us with a guard •f negroes in 

' very good order, and conducted us to the hos- 
pital, behaving to us, at leasts with politeness. He 
permitted the principal inhabitants, who crowded 
round us, to give us their arms, and. we Mi 
that we were again among human beings and 
jumong Frenchmen. At the hospital we found 
the agent of the Directory, Jeannet, with his se- 
cretary Mauduitj and.as soon as we were called 
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over, lie gave Captain Hurto a receipt for l6 de* 
ported persons. 

As Jeannet received us fn the upper gallery 

of the hospital, he cduld not help letting some 

tears escape him. " Gentlemen/* said he, *^ you 

" must have suffered severely : 'tis easy to per- 

^^ ceive it ; I have ordered an apartment to be 

^^ prepared for you, which, however confined it 

*^ may appear, is the best I can offer you at pre- 

^ sent : but it is in the most healthy situation, 

** and that which is the most adapted to your 

*^ rank. You are under the care of the respectable 

" sisters of the charity, who will not suffer you 

^^ to want for any thing, and I shall myself see 

*^ that you are provided with food and refresh- 

*^ ments. Rely upon it, that as far as I can act 

^' froqi myself, you shall have reason tp be 8a«* 

" tisfied with your treatment," 

He withdrew without giving any orders or 
instructions that could at all constrain us, and 
without even desiring u| 'not to go into the 
town, 
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. So sudden a change in lour situation, At com- 
passionate attentions of these worthy aistets^ and 
the fresh provisions and fruits we eat^ restored us 
once more to life, aiid we doubled .not that as 
soon as we should have recovered otic health, we 
should, as far as the worda of the law of the 19th 
Fructidor would permit, be left entire masters 
of our persons and of our liberty. We were con- 
firmed in this opinion by the character of the 
lying reports we had read, and in which the 
triumphant minority. q{ both Councils endea- 
voured to conceal from their subjugated col* 
leagues, the injustice and barbarity of a pro* 
scription en masse, by representing it as a mere 
))anisbment. I even heard several of our con>t 
panions, and especially LafFond, regret that they 
had not their wives and children with them, that 
they might voluntarily settle in this colony, since 
it seemed to enjoy that tranquillity which had 
been so long banished from the mother country, 

But these conciliatory dreams of happiness 
were, alas ! soon dispelled. The next day the 

com- 
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commandant^ Jcannet^ effaced by a total change 
of condudl^ the momentary effed): of his transient 
humanity: — a change^ the cruelty and crimi- 
nality of which was increased by the delusive 
hopes he had awakened beyond the mere re- 
newal of our torments. 

This part of our unfortunate history would be 
equally unintelligible to the reader, as waa the 
conduA of Jeannet to ourselves^ were I not here 
to relate the causes of this change, which we 
afterwards learnt from credible witnesses, whose 
benevolence and courage .were unable to meliorate 
pur lot, and whose names it is my duty to con- 
ceal as well as the various benefits conferred on 
us, though both are equally engraved upon my 
heart. ^ 

And here I will first endeavour to describe the 
person of this strange proconsul. Jeannet is a 
nephew of Danton, of about 40 years of age. 
His external appearance is agreeable, his manners 
polite^ and his countenance intelligent and ani- 
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mated. He is lame ii^ otie arm^ but othcrwiso 
very well made* 

Jean net belonged to the formidable fadlion 
which oppressed the Legislative Body in 179^* 
overturned the throne, and together with the ex- 
ecutive pow^r, destroyed the monarchical con^ 
stitutiop. I do not give credit to the accounts 
of those^ whom I have heard accuse Jeannet of 
being an accomplice with the greatest criminals, 
merely in order to blacken his past life. I only 
believe, that he served the facSlion of his uncle 
in order that the latter might be able to reward 
Jiim. He was appointed governor of Cayenne 
soon after the meeting of the- Convention, 

The flourishing state of the colony, and the 
good order he has maintained there, are suffi- 
cient proofs of his abilities. His administration 
has always beep firm, and his condu6l towards 
. the planters just, though he kept them in a state 
of dependancp ; and the inhabitants confess, that 
through the terror of thp negroes, whom he kept 
in subjeAipn, while at the s^m^ time he acquired 
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their Jove, they were indebted to hitn for the pre* 
servation of their property* 

Whfcti J>aiitori was accused by his riiral> ana 
together jvlth his party fell beneath the tyranny 
of Robqspierre^ Jdannet haying refused to pro-^ 
claim the liberty of the negroes, was obliged to 
leave the colony and retire to the United States^ 

! On bb return to France, after the pth Thermi- 
dor,:;he was reinstated in his office, shortly after 
the installation of .the Dircftory* The planters 
teceived him with joy, and he justified their o6h«* 
fidenqe by .repressing the terroristSi The corfven- 
tionalis«Si Billaud 4e Varenhes and Ccftlot d*Her* 
bois, who had been dep6rted to Cayenne, were 
then; enJQyihg thejr liberty there, and instead of 
expiafifig their criofif^j meditated new oiies, vtndci 
the fli^spices pf a cofnttli^ndaot Who was Worthy of 
acting . iWiider such .leade;"s* The unexpected re-» 
turn, howcvf r, of Jeann.etj .prevented the conspi-^ 
racy from bursting forth, which had originated 
with the. negroes, and was dire&ed by ColJofe 
N2 
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d'Herbois^ for the massacre of all the whites. A 
negro woman who discovered this plot^ came and 
revealed it; upon which Jeannet arrested and 
sent to the fort of Sinamary^ CoUot d*Herbois 
and his colleague Biilaud de Vainennes, though it is 
said the latter was not one of the conq>irator$. 
He could not however prevrat the rebellion of 
the negroes^ nor was it repressed till after a great 
carnage of them had taken place. CoUot d*Herbois 
having fallen ill soon after^ was carried to the 
hospital of Cayenne where he died* Biilaud 
de Varenoes is still at Sinamary. 

These cifcutnstances shDw that Jeaffnet, who 
was connefled with the party of the gth Ther« 
midor^ was strongly adverse to the anarchists. 
Hence adopting that line' of cbndaft^ which 
his friends Might to hMt patsued in Fiatice> he 
connected himself with' all ibe good citla^M by 
that common^ interest^ which arose frdm isup* 
porting the new law<s. Thu^ he protected 
property, and^ notwithstanding the complete 
execution of the decrees for the liberty of 
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rfie negroes, he was able to keep tHem to their 
work. 

The care which he took to make property 
lespciSVed is not, however, wholly free from in- 
terested motives : for he is accused of rapacity ; 
he raises arbitrary impositions, of which he renders 
no account ; he indiscriminately seizes all vessels 
that coine into his hands, whether those of allies, 
of neutral powers, or of enemies ; he confiscates 
like a corsair, and shares the booty like a robber; 
he has appropriated to hitnself, as national do- 
mains, the possession of the finest estates that 
have been confiscated or sequestrated. He pays 
particular attention to the^ cultivation of the es- 
tate of General la Payette, called la Gabrklle, 
which is said to have 'brought him in 300,000 
livres; and the plantation, of the Jesuits, th6 
Royal plantation, and that of Beaureganl^ swell 
the revenue of this satrap. ' ' ^ 

Having obtained these advantages^ and pos- 
sessing these qualifications, when Jeannet saw 
the repubHcan government acquire liolidity, he 
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was far .frdm believing a new system of terror 
would take place. The news of the events of 
the 18th Fru<aidor> which he had learnt before 
our arrival by an American ship on which he laid 
an embargo, and the names of the principal ac- 
tors^ Augereau^ Sotin, &c* alarmed him so much 
that he was a second time on the point of 
quitting the colony. The term of his appoint- 
ment being expired, ke doubted not but some 
friend of Billaud de Varennes would arrive to 
succeed him, and jhe imagined he saw the manes 
of the execrable CoUot rise before him : but the 
inhabitants urged him to stay and wait for further 
information. 

The account which Lieutenant Dubourg must 
have given a^ the time of our arrival, the picture 
of the evil^ we had suffered, which, no doubt, 
his humanity induced him to represent to Jeannet, 
apparently confirmed his first impressions, and 
procured us the good reception we met with at 
the hospital. 

Captain U Porte, however, enraged at the ijo* 
suiting precautions of the agent of the govern* 
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ment, which were more galling to him, as he 
knew he enjoyed the confidence of the Direc- 
tory, did not give up the contest, but wrote to 
Jeannet, insisting on seeing him, in order per- 
sonally to deliver the letters and instructions of 
which he was the bearer. Jeannet, deceived by 
the revolutionists, by whom he was surrounded, 
as, for instance, his secretary, Maadutt, and the 
port-captain, Malvin, could not refuse this re- 
quest. He therefore permitted Captain la Porte 
to come on shore, and invited him to dinner. 

We saw him arrive, about four o'clock in the 
afternoon, in his long-boar, and shuddered at the 
*ght. 

As it W2^s in consequence of this dinner party 
that our ruin was determined, the account we 
beard of it deserves some attention. 

While Jeannet read his dispatches, la Porte 
added to the text the most perfidious comments ; 
in which he was supported by other counsellors 
5tiU more perfidious than himself. ^* These 
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^ viUaitis^** said he^ ^^ whom I have broijtght Iilther, 
^' had already lighted up a civil war in France, 
^ where they massacred the republicans, with im- 
**punity.** We were all sold, he said, to the 
iPrinces; we were all for proclaiming a King; 
we were still in hopes of reviving the party. Wc 
had contrived means of carrying on intelligence 
at Cayenne ; we had still those of effecting a re* 
volution in £sivour crff Louis XVIII, and the Di- 
rectory had infornuition of the iact. 

These calumnies silenced the worthy magis« 
trates who were present, atul emboldened the 
revolutionists who did not wait till the agent- 
general had expressed his sentiments, to break 
out against us. 

Jeannet, however, still kept, as it were, on tbe 
defe;nsive, and seemed to icapituUte with his con- 
science. He perused the list of the deported, 
and, fixing his eye on the conventionalists, against 
whom, perhaps, he felt an old party rancour, 
said : ^^ I see but a small number of culprits. 
^* The more I read and reflect on my dispatches, 

'' the 
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^ tljic less am I able to understand tfiem.'* He 
twice interrupted the declamations of la Porte, to 
opeak of the dreadful state in which we were* 
*^ Is it not true, captain,*^ said he, " that these 
'^ gentlemen have suffered severely ?" — " Yes/* 
rej^lied la Porte, insolently, ^* yes, they have suf- 
'^ fered ; and had I executed my orders, I should 
^^ not; have brought one of them alive/* 

The next day (the 18th. November), we were 
forbid to go out of our rooms, and were closely 
vratched. .No pretext whatever, no wants we ex- 
perienced^ could for a moment save us from this 
importunate vigilance. From that time, the in- 
habitants were forbid to hold any communica- 
tion with us. Some of them, however, braved 
the danger of violating these rigorous orders, 
and others conveyed us some refreshments* 

A Mulatto woman, of about forty years of age, 

named Marie Rose, who was very rich, and much 

respefted by all the colony, on account of her 

' piety and humanity, which she was ever actively 

exerting, particularly distinguished herself by 

O 
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her assiduity in sending and even brlngtBg 
every thing she knew wc wanted, or which she 
imagined would be agreeable to us. She was so 
often with the good sisters of the charity, that 
the prohibition of pommunicating with us could 
not reach her. The-hospital, indeed^ was, as it 
were, the favourite habitation of Marie Rose, 
and her visits there were more frequent in pro- 
portion as our condition became morp miserable. 
This lively concern, which she took in our fatft 
fievf r abated. It was to Pichegri^ she always de- 
livered hen little presents ; and the General neve? 
failed to divide thtm with his companions in mis- 
fortune, who participated in the gratitude due to 
this excellent woma;). 

Marbois, Tronqon du Coudray, and Murinais, 
aske4 for permission to walk out ;' in consequence 
of which we were allowed that liberty for an 
hour, morning a^d evening, atteiidpd by a guard, 
on the Savanpah, as far as the walls of the town. 
Desvieux himself superintended this duty. This 
pan had used abusive language to Marie Rose, 
fi^nd would have shot two Serjeants of the regi-? 
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ment of Alsace, l>ecaiise Marbois having ad- 
dressed them in German, they had entered infd 
conrersation with him: nor would the lives of 
these two poor fellows have been saved, without 
the solicitations of a great number of the inha-^ 
bitants. Desvieujc made Jeannet himself trem<* 
ble, and considered the concern, which the sis- 
ters of the charity took in our fate, during thel 
.short space of time we were among them^ as aa 
.unpardonable crime. ^* Your deported men," said 
he, with emphasis, to the governess, *^ are lost; 
;*' they are lost^ I say ; and if they do not go oflT 
** soon of themselves^ wfe shall find means to di^- 
" patch theta." This Desvieux is an old captairt 
of cavalry> ^ho was formerly aide-de-camp to 
M. de BoufHers, and is said to belong to an olcl^ 
family, whose profession was that of the bar*. 

Thus passed the few first days that followed our 
landing ; alnd, notwithstanding these new rigoursy 
>e still isntertained hopes that the law would be 
.executed^ and that we should be left at peace 
within the limits of our banishment. But our 
£ite was not yet decided. The inhabitants asked 
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Yor permission to teceive us isit their hottsbs ; hxk 
Jeannet answered, that he could not •separate 'tis, 
nor incur the risk of disturbing the tranquillity 

' of the colony. At first, it is said, he determined 
to place us at the old plantation of the Jesuits. 

At this the terrorists itiaile an outcry, drift de- 
manded the same favour for Billaud de Vdreiines, 
and reproached Jeannet With keeping him in pri-* 
son notwithstanding the orders of the Direc* 
tory, which declared that he shotild be it liberty 
to go at large throughout the territory bf the 
colony. 

This weak and cowardly proconsul -yielded to 
'their remonstrances, and^ with the same'hantl 
which we had seen, a few day^ before, wipinjg; 
away the tears of compassion, signed the barba- 
rous order for our second deportation. 

In the morning of the 18th November, we re- 
ceived notice to be in readiness^ to go to the can- 
ton of Sinamary. 
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Our metiidbets cf ^the Council of Eldert pw*- 
posed to protest against this extension of a law 
which was in itself a violation of all laws : but 
those of the Council of Five Hundred thought 
this would be >in some measure to acknowledge 
the legalit^rof the aA of proscription^ and that tff 
the agents employed in its execution* They pre- 
ferred yielding a 'passive obedience^ and I was 
myself df this opinion. To this Jeannet *^onl|r 
answered in the negative^ by the intervention of a 
commifisapy of the navy. He never replied di- 
rectly to any of the deported^ and he forbad the > 
iumishing us with copies of the letters and or- 
^rs' he ordered to be commonieated to us. 

Those ^of our number who were most indis* 
pesed, and seamed unable to bear the fatigues of 
deportation, remonstrated in vain, and the old 
Ckneral Murinais, ^not being able to obtain pdr- 
ftiission to remain at the hospital, was quite ia 
despair. 'He therefore determined to write sepi^- 
rately to Jeannet. ** Order an account to bf 
*^ "givehiyou," said he, ^'of the state I am in. y©itr. 
*' order is to me a death warrant/' But Jeannet 
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teas deaf to the prayers of all the inhabitatitsy 
and insensible to the tears of the good sisters of 
the hospital. In shorty we were compelled to go. 

We now took leave of the worthy Captain 
Hurto^ who had also pleaded our cause to the 
utmost of his power^ and of Maltre Dominique^ 
who passed two days with us^ during which he 
gave us new proofs of his generous attachment. 

At eight o'clock in the morning of the 22d 
November we were embarked on board the 
iichooner the Vi&ory^ some shallops taking us on 
board at the same spot where we had landed when 
we quitted the Vaillante. It was determined to 
avoid taking us through the town, but all the 
inhabitants ran in crowds to the banks, and gave 
us the most afFe£tlng proofs of their sensibility. 
The women and children were in tears, and it is 
impossible to describe this heart-rending scene. 
We had no friends, and were surrounded by 
thesfr worthy inhabitants, being only attended by 
the commandant Desvieux^ wbo^ in the presence 
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of this oppressed people, feigned an extreme po« 
liteness Inwards us. Jeannet did not appear. 

When the schooner weighed anchor, our re- 
gret at being thus torn away from these soothing 
consolations, the sight of the crowd upon the 
shore extending their hands towards us, or rais- 
ing them towards Heaven, their cries, and their 
parting adieus, almost brok^ our hearts. 

The worthy Captain Bracket, who commanded 
the schooner, did his utmost to alleviate the paift 
of this separation, and lavished on us every atten- 
tion and the refreshments he had provided. He 
appeared so anxious to serve us, that I doubt not, 
had we proposed to him to rescue us, he would 
have done it ; for we had no other guard than 
three men and a captain, and the ship was only 
l^avigated by four sailors and a boatswain, who, 
in all probability, would not have opposed him. 
We were sixteen in number, and the cabin, in 
which we were, was full of arms, that lay spread 
about. This Idea did not then strike any of us, 
Md we were all resigned to our fate. We had 
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also Inmi flattered wklv an a^suraace^ that if the 
canton of Sinamary was not the most populous^ 
it was at least the most healthy, and one of the 
most fertile parts of the colony. We wece ts^ight 
to expe<5l we should there find an abundance of 
provisions, and tUsi: we should at length enjoy 
our liberty. 

The river of Stnafnary is 30 leagues to the east* 
ward of the island of Cayenne, and the winds 
and the currents were both in our fevoun We 
had weighed anchor at noon, and we mocKcd 
about eight o'cloc];; in the evening at the movAk 
of the river, after having doubled /«r I^es au 
Diable. Captain Bracket would have moored 
nearer the shore, in order that we might land be- 
fore night ; but»* as the posts were not apprized of 
our voyage, the battery on the east point fired at 
us with ball, and therefore wc were qbliged to 
Stay all night on board* 

At day*break, on the 23rd November, we landed 
under the redoubt of the point. The comman- 
dant of the canton, M* d^ ***, captain of the 

regiment j 
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f 6giiii£tit o^ Alsace;^ was bti th& beack 'to f ec«i?e 
ixsi *' ttcfc/' said thd ^ofrittHandaftt of our es- 
cort^ '^ &re< the pe^soils coiidettined tddeporta^ 
** tiori } and hchf is the provisory ordtr of the 
^ ^tit-.g<!jn^ra! resp^aing them/*-"" The con- 
^* dethlied !" teplied the bf&ctt^ ^* these genfletden 
** hare net been tried. TisiiifaiildUs to send them 
^ hithet/^ This s|>eech^ and the honest emphasis 
^ith Which he uttered k, caused this officer tci ba 
shortly after cashiered and expelled from the co- 
tony^ 1 hope^ howeirer^ this unjiist a^lion may 
have bared his life ; for he is ^ young man^ and 
his health f^as already impaired by the climate* 

Abotit aii himdred paCes from the sea-side^ 
faring the redoiibt and the sigtial niast to the 
fight^ ^t cAttie in front of Mr. Kof mann's houses 
%hich is a craey insulated hut^ where it could 
tcar^ely be conceited any man would voluntarily 
reside : this was the Only hsdbitation we could 
^fceiye k this vast desert^ and was situated oil 
the banks of the fiinamary^ which are covered 
%ith wood> and obstru6ied with branches of trees 
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<and st^nibf rotting in the mud^ rad kife&iiig the 
.air with noxious exhalations. 

As we stopped before this hut to ask for fresh 
water^ M. Kormann^ who was a man of about 
thirty years of age, but apparently more broken 
than Europeans generally are at sixty^ came to 
salute us, and said, with a feeble voice, ^^ Ah> 
:'^ gentlemen, you are come into a tomb !*' — ^^ Wc 
f^ kiiow it,*' replied General Murinais, ^' and the 
'* sooner the better." Such were, the omens that 
attended our arrival on the continent of South 
America 1 
• 

We walked on a burning soil, and pursued a 
narrow path on the bank of the river, a league up 
die country. I had great difficulty in dragging; 
myself along after jny companions, who were aU 
overpowered with fatigue. None of us had yet 
recovered the fatigues of ^our voyage sufikiently 
to bear thp3e of this long journey, and I had 
spit blood during several days* 

At length we arrived before the fort of Sina- 
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marjr^ wiiich did not become visible till we wete 
within musket shot of it 

This fort is built of planks^ and paUisadoed ( 
but has no outworks. It is a square building, 
each side being about 100 toises (30Q yards)^ is 
flanked by four bastions^ and surrounded by a 
large fosse^ filled witl). water from the river \ so 
that the fort was completely insulated^ 

As we entered it, we too clearly perceived 
that no hop$ remained of enjoying, even in these 
deserts^ the least shadow of liberty; That loss 
was here consummated. 

It now remains for me to pourtray the refine* 
-fnent of cruelty with which, even in this prison, 
our persecutors harrassed the miserable remnant 
of Qur ei^istence ; the insatiable rage of our exe- 
cutioners ; the patience and constancy of their 
vidtims; the agonies of those of our compa- 
nions who died in our arms; of those who are 
stiU struggling with a less rapi^, though not a 
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Usi inetittblf fate : and, Ifst^y^ to telate the q^ 
jracle of our escape, 

Howe¥^ small was the tlieatre da which 
jtheie Horrid iicepcs ^s^i I |ii|i9^ ^^^ ^7 
jciek:ribing it. 

< 

The barracks for tke jpnison, die i^iutnents 
of the pomp)andant, aod a few huts for the 
settlers, Ojccppy the purtaii^ to the right which 
looks tQ th$ rirer^ The j^irtson consisted of 
leighty m^D, J^alf whites, half bhtcjcs $ being a 
detachment pf t}i6 old regimept of Alsace^ which 
had been almpst entirely r^new^d s^pce 'it» 9ffl^9l 
fti Guyana.. 

The curtain on the opposite side is the ok} 
chapel, which the white revoiutioniits devastated 
but which the nejgro.es sttill respei^, 

By this chapel is ^, corridor under which are 
built eight miserable rooms, formerly used ^ 
prispns for fugitivte Djcgroes smd crimfoals. 
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Ofip^kt the entrance of the fort is the apMrte 

ment of the keeper of the stores. Tht platfomit 

of the bastions are occupied by magazines of 

pro^isioiia mA of amimilpitiOAi and olio of th^ 

lour (that looking to th« northward^ and near 

the riter) is th^ guardrhoustp. The r«matning 

space^ in the niiddle of the fort| is {Wanted with 

orange trees. The fort is provide with vms, 

^d well kept up, « 

At first, the oormmandant conduced us to tlut 
corridor, and, shewing ul th« rooms, wid to ust 
f^ There Me the lod^ngs app<^nted for yoaJ^ 
3illaa4 de Var^nnes occupied one of these rooms t 
the other seven were tp be divided between the 
sixteen deported persons, and, according. to this 
unequal proportion, tp rpcfiyp » larger or » 
smaller mmhcr. 

The commandant^ addressiag himself to M» 
de Murinais, as the eldest of us, pointed to one 
of the rooms which was to contain only one^ pri^p 
soner, and iaid ; " Thb room will do for you.**-^ 
f' Lead vQ^;' replied the old general '** to th« 
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^* which Is nearest to the cemetery ; for that will 
*' suit me best." 

After having, obliged our worthy general to 
go into this first room alone^ the others were 
divided between the remaining fifteen. Fortune 
separated us as follows r 

Otnd — ^Aubry, alone. 

3rd — ^Pichegru and Marbois, 

4th-— Willot, la Rue, and Dossonville. 

5th — ^Bourdon and Rovdre. 

6th — LaiBFond, Tronqon du Coudray, and Bar-i 
th^lemy. 

7th-~Brothier, la Vilheumois, Ic TcUier, and 
Ramel. 

The commandant ordered a hammock for each 
of us ; for these dungeons contained neither bed, 
table, nor chair, nor any one piece of furniture 
or. utensil. 

Our only food was an allowance of biscuit, a 
pound of salt meat, and a glass of rum, to cor* 
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reA the extreme bad quality of the water. 
Sometimes we had bread that we could not ea^ 
because it was full of worms and ants, and som; 
portions of wine that had grown sour in the 
magazines. 

As we could not eat altogether^ nc^. in one of 
the rooms^ nor out of one bowl, we divided into 
messes.. It was not, however, by chance thitt 
these parties were determined, but the coinci-^ 
dence of our ages and opinions. 

1st mess — ^Marbois, Tronqon du Coudray, Bar- 
th€lemy, LafFond, Murinais, le Tellier. 
. 2nd mess — Pichegru, Willot, la Rue, Aubry, 
and Dossonville, Ramel. ^ 

3rd mess — Bo^urdon, Rovfere. 

4th mess — ^Brothier, la Vilheurnois. 

This arrangement, however, was soon disturbed 
by the most melancholy events : Marbois was de- 
sirous f{ having his mess separate ; Bar(b£lemy 
and le Tellier joined in the mess to which I bet 
longed ; and the Abb€ Brothier joined with Bil^ 
laud de Varennes. 
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Vbtst tUsdciations hainiig had sdtiie influence 
<m our htppmessi I could iiot atoid taldng notkir 
df their forttultidD4 . 

One ftegfo aloht prepared the soup for all i^f 
ttiesseSi Birery one Attended to it^ and fetched 
ati^y his share^ Hiis execrable €ook had been 
sent from Cajrenne^ where he had been taked 
on pnrpose from the hottse of corredkiom H^ 
threatened twenty times to poison us. 

Those of us who were sick Wete attended by 
two dkl negro women ; a thirds whose husband 
was in the fort^ and whom the worthy Marie 
'Rose had sent as a person in whose goodness she 
could rely^ waited on General Pichegru. I have 
read with the utmost indignation the calumnies 
that have been spread abroad^ t6 deprive us of the 
concern which humanity naturally feels for mis-^ 
Ibrtune^ and the respeft due to innocence^ when 
it has not fallen from its dignity. Let our per-* 
secutors^ at Ie»5t^ leave us the enjoyment of this 
tonsdation ! 
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In the fort we were prisoners ; I never quitted 
it but once, and that, as I hope, never to re-enter 
it. We were called out twice every day, first at 
nine in the morning, and again at four in the 
afternbon. 

Our first occupation was to clean out our 
rooms, which were full of venomous insetfts, that 
rendered them uninhabitable, although we had 
no other shelter. No European, perhaps^ had 
ever before been thrown into such a den, in such 
a climate, there to be given as a prey to scor- 
pions, millepedes, gnats, mosquitos, and many 
other species of insedls, equally numerous, dan- 
gerous, and disgusting ! We wcr^ not even se- 
cure frpm the serpents thji^t frequently crept into 
the fort. Pichegru found one of uncommon 
size, which he killed ; it was thicker than his 
arm, and lay concealed in the folds of his cloak, 
which served him for a pillow to his hammock. 

The inse6^ that tormented us most severely was 
the chica, or niguas, a species of bug, which 
enters the pores of the skin, and, if it is not care^ 
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fully removed, breeds there, and destroys the 
flesh so rapidly, as to render amputation neces- 
sary. We were covered with pimples and pus- 
tules, which deprived us of sleep,' overwhelmed 
us with fatigue, and plunged us in the deepest 
dejedlion. Some of us had received, during our 
journey from the Temple to Rochefort, clothes, 
linen and money ; but others, and myself among 
the number, were totally destitute ; our precipi- 
tate einbarkation having disappointed the vigi- 
lance of our families. Jeannet sent us some shirts 
and handkerchiefs, taken from the magazines from 
fvhich the negroes are supplied. 

Such was our situation at Sinamary ! In the 
fort there were no other inhabitants than the garri- 
son and a store-keeper named Moigestein, a very 
good kind of man, who would have served us 
had it been in his power. The black soldiers af 
the garrison seemed more civil, or, rather, were 
less harsh towards us than the whites, who were 
a remnant of the regiment of Alsace, that pre- 
served their old discipline, but who were kept 
in a state of servile fear. The surgeon of tlie 
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ca&toti of Sinamary, whose name is Cabrol^ is a 
man full of humanity, but very infirm, and could 
rarely come out to visit the sick. We sometimes 
saw the mayor of the canton, Vogel, formerly a 
gentleman of Lorraine^ who made us inefieAual 
ofiers of service. 

These were the extent of out communications 
with mankind : for I take no account of Billaud 
de Varennes^ with whom our jailors endeavoured 
to assimilate us. This consideration, indeed^ 
only made us regard him with the more disgust. 
It is true^ we avoided humiliating him or a^ra- 
vating his misfortune^ ; but the Ahh6 Brothier 
alone was able to overcome the horror of this 
monstrous association, and formed an acquaint- 
ance with Billaud de Varennes. 

1 shall not attempt to speak of the country 
Tound the fort, and which is properly called the 
canton of Sinan^ary. I have often heard of se- 
veral considerable Indian villages, which are said 
to be situated soiiie leagues inland, and the inha- 
^tants of which sometimes come to sell fruits and 
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vegetables. The plantations, that are situated 
higher up the river, and would together form a 
kind of hamlet, are said to be in a fertile traA ; 
yet the unwholesomeness of the climate has re- 
duced the Frenchmen, who established them- 
selves there in the last century, to a very small 
number. This is all I know on the subjedi ; and 
all I saw from the ramparts of our prison was a 
vast, and apparently impenetrable fotest. The 
mournful bowlings of tigers that came within 
musket shot of the fort, the shrill and piercing 
screams of monkies, the discordant notes of par- 
rots, and the croaking of venomous toads, of 
which the fosses and the muddy banks of the river 
were full, rendered this scene a wilderness of 
horror. 

The fifth day after our arrival. Lieutenant Aim6 
relieved M, de ***, and took the command of 
the fort : a change which proved a great misfor- 
tune to our party^ 

At the beginning of the revolution this Aime 
was a lackey in a family at Nancy, where be be- 
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came one of the principal ringleaders of the dis^ 
turbances that desolated that city^ and of the 
revolt of the King*s regiment and that of Chft- 
teauvieux, which the national guards repressed* 
He then inlisted in the regiment of Alsace, in 
which he rose to the rank of an officer. Jeannet 
could not have seletfted a more barbarous jailor* 

Aime immediately gave new orders, and daily 
invented additional restraints. He prohibited the 
soldiers from speaking to us under pain of death, 
and ordered the alarm to be beat every morning 
before our dungeons s nor could we evef obtain 
the reversion of this cruel order, which was a 
dreadful torment to the sick amon]g us. It seemed 
as if he regretted that sleep should sometimes 
procure us a momentary suspension of our mis*- 
fortunes. The drummer, or rather, the vul- 
ture, he seled^ed for this purpose, added insult 
to injury^ He hollowed aloud and burst into 
a laugh, whenever we asked him to take pity on 
the anguish of our sick friends. The most tern* 
perate among us were frequently obliged to re- 
strain the lllpst violent, who were for throwing 
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this wretch into the fosse* Our miisters also were 
performed with the greatest rigour, and, if any 
of us had not been found in his room, he would 
have been put in irons. 

A few days after the arrival of the new com^ 
mandant^ M. de Murinais was taken ill.- This 
was in the beginning of December, and I believe, 
on the second or third day of the month. He 
became insensible almost at the very moment 
when he was attacked ; we were unable to afford 
him any relief, and before the express, which was 
sent to Cayenne to inform Jeannet qf his situa-^ 
tion, arrived there, our unfortunate friend was no 
more. Till the last moment of his life this 
worthy veteran gave us an example of fortitude 
and resignation. A total stranger to the in^^ 
trigues in which it was pretended he was impli^ 
cated, in order to have a more illustrious or a 
purer vi<5lim to immolate, he never complained 
of his fate, of his separation from a numerous 
family, or of the loss of his large fortune : he 
only felt indignant that his word, or the fidelity 
with which he was resolved to discharge the duty 
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confided to him should be doubted. What a 
dreadful scene was this first separation ! I was my* 
self almost in a dying state^ and it was already the 
opinion of my fellow prisoners^ that the young- 
est of us would follow the oldest. I colledled 
all my strength, however, and crawled to the ge- 
nerars room, where I found him suspended in 
his hammock. At this time, no one was near 
him. He lay extended with his mouth open and 
parched^ and I endeavoured to give him drink ; 
but he was struggling with death and expired a 
few moments after. What a forlorn and de^ 
serted situation for a father of a family in the 
last moments of his life I 

M. de Murinais was buried without the fort. 
We made some pious preparations for his funeral, 
andi I must confess, I derived new strength from 
the exertions to which this miserable scene gave 
birth. 

The efFe<fts of M. de M urinals were put under 
seal, and publicly sold in the fort. On this oc- 
casion, the justice of the peace having read the 
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title of Citizen in the preamble, which he read 
10 the presence of the commandant^^^^ erase 
^' that title/' said Aim6 ; '^ those rascals do not 
*^ deserve it.'* 

Within a week after the death of M, de Muri- 
nais, Barthdlemy was taken ill, and apparently 
in an equally serious manner. Fortunately, how- 
ever, there was time to send to Cayenne, to in* 
form Jeannet, who sent a schooner to convey 
him to the hospital. We took a final leave of 
him, for we did not expedl ever to see him more. 
His faithful le Tellier obtained permission to ac* 
company him. 

Notwithstanding the certainty that we were 
now buried alive, notwithstanding the fatal pre- 
sages that surrounded us, each of us fortified his 
mind with resolution and nerved himself against 
the hard law of necessity. Political discussions 
and individual conversations filled up much of 
our time, and our common misfortunes were in- 
exhaustible sources of reflection and communi- 
cation. 
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cstion. God ferbtd I ihould here relate atl tb^ 
di^tes of which I was witness! Wh^n xnehy wh<^ 
opinions, professions^ talents and interests^wereaft 
di£Ebtent as their ages and their passions, are thus 
reduced to the tedious monotony of unvarying mi* 
9ery, their relative situation pi^oduces a cohstuitiy 
changing pi(£hire, which; howeVer inter^itig; and 
instruAiVe^ I shall not here aftempt to pbuitrayl 
N6twithstanding the confusion which the leaders 
of the revolution of iht I8th Fru^idor were in- 
duced to eslcite, in order tb' create tiibdves lind 
pretexts of vengeance^ the various part^ c^rtaid 
members todt in ^e events Which precedi^ 
diat cataMrdpbe am weU I^own ; and hot eveii 
in^ the passive^ inaftivity o^ comtfloh advxirsitjp 
Cita those minds haitnonixe, whosef judgments 
and views have been so discordant when in ac-* 
tion. I shall therefore confine myself to sayih^^ 
that eadh of us contrived occupations 'for himself^ 
or sought foramusemefats according to hit dim 
vvious habtn and inclinations^ 

Marbois^ the serenity of wh^ nilnd seerhed 
to proportion itself without exertion to-the li^uU 
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.tiplicity of our misfortune, exhibited so intich 
fmlmness and equanimity, .that those who were 
pot well acquainted with hiip^ those who had hot 
}ieard Ijim pronounce the words dear Saphta tp 
his wife, might have imagined he was destitute 
of sensibility. He Ijncw Jjow to employ thQ 
Unwelcome leisure of imprisonment, and vary 
his pursuits, bettpr than any of us/ ^nd ^i^ying 
paused books to be purchased for hitn he read a 
great deal. He also worked with his hands, and 
^at always for some useful or agreeable purpose 
for our unfortpnate conunupity ; he formed, an4 
that with great uisatnrss, the furniture and utensils 
|ie most needed, and even contrived to make a 
violin, with which he s^t the negroes, who were 
yeiy fond of him, to dance. One of them, who 
bad beeii ^X St. Domingo during his administra^ 
tion, h^d talked n^pch of him to his pomrades, 
and they ^U highly respe^ed him. Marbois 
^so ui^dertook to clear t|ie prance tree walks, 
which were very mpch encumbered with obstruc- 
tions. In this work he induced the negroes to 
fssist, and th)is rendpr^d the only walk we Had 
Igreeable. 
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^rohcjon du Coudray, with equal fortitude tot 
that of his friend, supported, like the rest of us^ 
our presi^nt evils without com{)laint, and contem- 
I^lated the vile fnstrurtiefnts of our misfortunes 
witR cdntcitipt. But he coiild^iieifher preser\'d 
the calmiKsss of his mind, nor be master of him- 
self, nor keep sileilce relative to the eVehts of the 
18th Frudlidor. "That ^udaciotis tissue of crimes, 
and the iltipuility that attended fhem, still irri- 
tated his temper as much as the first day of his 
fkll ;' and he was still more enraged at the injus- 
tice which the DireAdry had exercised with sucli 
^nparallelled effrbntei'y, even taking things on 
their dWn grounds.- lie demanded his accusation^ 
atid ask^d for Judges even of the echoes of Sina- 
thary. lie iVrbte Memorials, ind applied with sd 
ttiuch assiduity, that he did not take any relaxation^ 
ahd his health tvis ifnpiired by his constant study^ 
a^ wrote a funeral eulogium on his coUeaguey 
Generitl Murinais, and assembled us to hear him 
ptonddnce iif. I'his He did with the same solem- 
nity and graceful eloquence that he displayed at 
the triburte of the* tcfuncil of Aiders, axid' all 
the soldiers of the garri^On^ all the negroes came 
R 2 
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to bear hiia« He took for hit t»xt : ^etftutf^ 
B^byhmis, iUic cedimus eiJlevhmtSf dofuc recor^a^ 
mur Sim.T-^^ By the rivers of JSabylon^ there we 
^^ sat dowp^ yea^ we wept^ when we raQember^^ 
^ Sion."^ His af& Aing eloqOf nce^ his full avd 
liarmooioiis voice, the animate4 pi^live he drew 
of the miseries of our native couQtry^ |he bril* 
liant glory with which he emblazoned the cou- 
rage^ the loyalty, the innocence, and the virtue, 
€f the deceased veteran^ called forth tears firom 
all our eyes, and the soldiers and negroes^ vrho 
soon be^ to be aflfedted* were, at lengt)i, sa 
powerfully agitate^ that the ^rt re-echoed with 
their lamentations. In consequence of this 10- 
cident, Jeamet caused notice tp ^ given, t)iat 
whosoever should endeavour by his discourse to 
excite the pity of the spl^i^cs or the negroesi for 
tlie &te of the deported, sf^^uld be wstantly 
shot. 

Lafibnd bore fhe marks of tl^c deepest dele- 
tion, and his mind w^ consti^itly occupie4 with 
the confusion into which )^s aire^ion must 
have thrown his own commercial ^fuuie^ and 
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ibo9C of his fHcodi wi conmqsondtnti^ cfpe-^ 

cially since he had lost ail means of cmTtip(nid^ 

ing with them, whereby he might possibly have 

ffM^med at Caypnoc, with the credit he could 

hsfirc procured there^ new plans and widertakings^ 

equally advantiig^oiiis to his unfortunate country 

and to hioiaelf* He lived very retired^ and talked 

of nothing but his family, his mx children, aqd 

his m^ whose portiatt he vat continually con^ 

tfsii^tiqgt 

JHqhfBgru still retained his accustsmed firm^ 

Qfss, and shewed that confidence, that psesenti^ 

i|ient| as it wwe, of future amelioration, which 

imumlly communicates itself to others^ and in 

which I loyed to paitieipate. His principal oc« 

cupation was learning English } and he (tf eserved,, 

amidst all his amusemeots and pursuits, his mili* 

tary tone and manners, by which he endeavoured 

tp overcome the tedious monotony of impri-^ 

SQDiqeAt* He was often singing, ai^d we sang 

tflg^lhfjr, ^^pecially such fragments as were ap« 

pliealil^ to Qfu situation; not pfauntiTe or ro* 

4)l9^ci 4flhiMVHh halt ^uch ai abounded in the 
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energjr of vehement expression^ or awakened mi- 
litary ardour. 

. Banhdlediy; thaugh so sidcly^ and so ailing^ 
that even his existence was a miracle, in the con-^ 
tinuance of which he had himself believed ad 
little as his proscribefs^ possessed an internal prin-^ 
ciple of ltfe> and a strength of mind, which thcf 
calmness of his txternal appMran^e would scarcely 
have given room to suspedl ; but which showed' 
itself with energy on every occasion. In the 
early, part of our iniprisonment in the fiMt^ atid 
previous to his being removed to the hospital af 
Cayenne^ hc.undertook^ together with le Tellieri' 
the empljQyxneat'most useful to our miserable co' 
lony; that of cbntinua^ly^ destroying the scor- 
pions, and the Tarious inse<5ts*that harrassed and 
devalued us.* 

I wiould willingly:, thus rccord^orae traits (^ 
each, of my feHow prisoners; but, tb avoid dc- 
visiting wiih'unnecessary minuteness into a train' 
of icircuowtaricq, which already t^amsh froin my 
memory, X shall limit inyself topOttfttiying the 
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principal^ mdividuak .of .this p^Aure^of jsusery i 
particularly our warriors and old m^o : .coatenN 
ing myself wit;h introducing, in the b^ck ground; 
9II their companions in misfortune, who, like 
myself, have less clsiim to zXtf^St ipdividui^ at* 
tention^ 

Bat I cannot pass over !n ^ilence the inlammii 
condu^l and language of Brotftier, whose inti- 
macy with Billaud de Varennes I have already 
mentioned. I must separate from the picture 
him wl^om our contempt separated from omr 
company. I shall pourtray tb^t miscreant priest 
with one stroke of my pen, or rather with that 
pf his colleague, la Vilheurnois, who, after .a 
violent dispute with him, during which the 
grossest abuse bad not been :spared, struck and 
beat the Abbe, Hearing a disturbance, we ran to 
the room in which they were. " Leave it to 
^^ nic, geqtlem^n," said Vilheijrnois, " to ppnish 
" this cpntpmptible fellow^ for he stands much 
^ in need of cprredlion. If you knew him well, 
^^ you would thank me, for he is a friend of diA-y 
^: cord, and the.^bbe Maury only spoke the tjryithji 
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^ v^mu^i 1o fkfwa^ 0Velry thing into iw/ifrntn^ ih^ 
^ cmJd mi d6 hitter than empk^ th dUt B^if- 
^ tUeri f^ h$ WfuJd mifiihei Sm^4 ^imdng 
^ th0 An^ht6f Hemm."^ 

In die beginning of Juiury> WiUot and Boor- 
Arm wens «ak«fn ill^ and we applied, in vain, to 
prociut them jSxt same ftvdur durt Baith^lemy 
luui already obtained^ and which> I doubt not', 
saved Kis life; for it was impdsiible hef shoolH 
aneet with more salutary attentions^ or more 
soothing consolations, than by being in the Kandi 
ti the worthy sisters of that charity, sdid their 
kind-hearted friend Marie Rose. Jeanriet, hoif^ 
erar, would never consent to Willdt'an'dBdurdoii 
bdiig removed to Cayenne, for he Vhtw that at 
Sinamary death was inevitable. The unfdrttiiiate 
Bburddn died, some time after, of a violent fever^ 
which the heat of his blood, and- his cbntintial 
rkge against his old colleagues, constantly in-* 
cMased. Willot was? at the last extremity } sind 
we' endeavoured t6 compensate, by unremitting 
attention, for the total want of eveiy other rtlief. 

Nor 
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Mdf &mi£oTgtk the ieal aind affe^biiate asd-^ 
duity with #bicfa Marboid, who^ in a viokxit 
|>oUtical ditpute^ had reason td ccttnplam of Wil* 
iot^ waited on him during his illness, prepared 
his victuals, and deprived Mniself of his best 
iood during his fellow-prisofner's convakficence. 

Towai^ds the end of January, Barthdleriiy con- 
trrved to iifforin ib, that an American vessel ha(i 
arri^^d With the most afflidlihg iiews ft ouPraace^ 
d?he asQf p^titin <si the Republic i4ras compkted ; 
M good citiaehs oppressed; the revdutioiiary 
laws rigorously enforced; and the trit»lnals of 
t>lood re-established,^ under the ruutiie jof militaiy 
Conimissioiis. This news made tis deplore the> 
fate of out wretchlKl country, and despair of any 
Speedy change in our own^ 

it ^apptsm that itie ageitit-gefterai, JeanAet^ 
dotthied^ till this intelligence arrivad> ifrhedift 
the IKre<£tory c^ukl'tnaint^n the a^ of violence 
of the 16th FruifkidoT ) and ^hether^ a£keir hat- 
ing subvefted the constitution, it .wa& possible 
^ them Bffiii td ^rannis&e ovar France by 

S 
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means of terror : but these recent Accounts re- 
moved all his doubts^ and his present policy was 
but too well explained by his conduct: towards 
us. 

He sent back Barth^lemy, though still far fiom 
well^ to the fort of Sinamary. 

Towards the end of February, he published s 
proclamation to the negroes, denouncing the de- 
ported persons at Sinamary as Royalists, who, 
previous to the isth Fructidor, were leading 
diem back to slavery. He seemed to consign us 
to their poignards. 

He prohibited the inhabitants, under the seve- 
rest penalties, from holding any communication 
with us ; and Mr. Grimond, attorney-general for 
the department, having previous to this order 
paid a visit to Laffi>nd, was, shortly after, turned 
out of his place. Not contented with these ope^ 
^^persecutions, Jeannet traced out and intercepted 
the cprtespondence of some of the deported. 
For this purpose he bad announced the departure 
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of a packet for Europe, and had apprized all 
the inhabitants that they might take this oppor* 
tunity of writing to Europe^ which some of u$. 
having learnt^ ventured to convey letters tq 
Cayenne. But the vessel had no sooner set sail^ 
than Jcannet caused it to be fired on with ball, 
brought her back^ and got possession of all the 
<:orrespondence. 

'^ The deported/* said this inquisitor^ ^^ conif^ 
^^ plain of my severity ; but if they knew the 
^^ orders I have received^ they wauld i^plaud my 
^ clemency.^ 

Tet> notwithstanding his assiduity to serve the 
Diredtory^ and notwithstanding his efforts to ac* 
quire their good will, Jeannet felt seriously 
alarmed. He conceived the anarchists, being re- 
stored to favour, would become masters of the 
governmeitt, wHich was already under their in- 
fluence; and that the friends of Robespierre 
were but a step from absolute ^thoflty. In 
this opinion, the news brought by the Aigie 
packet so strongly confirmed him, and excited 
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his feari so inuch^ that he caused «» oflbf 
to be piade to Billaud de Varennes f4 hb liir 
berty: but tbe latter refuse4 this &yo)ir, ^nd 
added^ t}iat Jeaiinet migl^t a£b as }ie pksaseii, bur 
^e should i\ever forget the treatment he had re* 
feiyed^ and of which }ie would one day m^c 
him repent. 

^bout the same time^ the commandant Des^r 
frieijKX^ in his circuit to th,e differeiat pQsts> paid a 
nrhit to the fort of Sinamary, where he (^xamine4 
ffOf rooms. He first entered that pf Marbois. 
" Good day, Marpois^^ 9aid th|5 jcopanaan- 
jdant ; ** hpw dp yoij find yo»rsdf here ?*'— ^ 
^' VcrywelliSir/* replied Marbois.—*^ Sir;' do 
I* yoix say/' returned Pesvieux, *^ | li^ rather you 
^' had given me a blow than thz&t abusive ptle. Dq 
f^ you want any thing ?''— f? No, Sir,*W" Have 
f^ you ^ny complaint to m^ke ?"— r" We dp not 
^f complain.- ' — " Good byp then.^'rrr" Good bye, 
f^ M(fn$ieuf. DesvmixP Here paded thi$ sbprt 
dialogue; after whijch the commapdant visited the 
pther rooms, where he found us all ^mipoveablo, 
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with a bock ia our hands^ ^nd without seeming 
to perceive bis pr^semre* 

After the return of Barth^lemy^ every thing around 
^s as3umed an appearance n^ore and more menac^ 
ing. Our coQimunicatipns became more difficulty 
and we ]i:new that Jeannet had said-^^^ If they ar^ 
^* iiot carried pff by the JSnglish, they are done 
^^ for ; they have nothing to expe6t from France/* 
X4ie^ten9nt Aime had in one of his visits^ brought 
me» to use his own expression^ the good news 
that, in the distriA of Conamana, rooms were 
building for three thousand deported persons. In 
the month of April, about the period of the new* 
elections, we saw fifteet^ hundred negroes and 
thirty or forty whites assembled, who, having 
received a distribution of rum, voted, by the 
ordqr of the Direftory, for the appointment of 
Monge (who was then a commissary for the spo- 
liation of Italy), as the representative of the people 
pf Cayenn?* 

It was at this time, that eight of us, who eat 
together, determined, not I say on the project, 
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but the firm resolution of running all risks to 
rescue ourselves by flight from our t3rrants^ and 
to rob them^ at leasts of the pleasure of seeing us 
^ie by inches beneath their iron rod. 

Barth^lemy and his friend le Tellier^i who de« 
termined to unite their fate ^th ours^ were the 
last whom we admitted into the number df the 
conspirators \ an expression which I adopts be- 
cause it has been employed by the revolutionists; 
for, in the eyes of those barbarians, the viAimSi 
who but turn away their heads from the blow 
that is striking them, are guilty of a crime against 
the state, and every man is a conspirator who 
dares to defend his liberty ! 

We conununicated our design to Marbois, 
LafFond, and Tronqon du Coudray, who refused 
to join us ; for they never departed from their 
original sentiments, relying on their innocence, 
as if that had not been the primary cause of their 
proscription. They thought it their duty to their 
country, to their families, and to themselves, to 
wait in the deserts of Sinamary till the nation 
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should call out for justice. " Yes/' said Mar- 
bois, ^* let them do us justice, severe justice ; let 
^' them bring us before any tribunal whatsoever ; 
*^ let them try us, and if we are to be sacrificed, 
*^ at least let our defence be heard by our consti* 
" tuents.'* 

More irritated by the injustice I suffered, and 
more impatient to burst my chains, I preferred 
incurring dangers which, perhaps in reality, were 
of less magnitude, although more striking in ap- 
pearance. Yet I could not help admiring the 
constancy, and respecting the blindness of those 
wc left behind. 

Various motives induced us to confine our con- 
fidence to these individuals. No other of tlie 
deported were admitted, and the secret was per- 
fecftly well kept. 

The plan of our escape frequently varied, ac- 
cording to -the means each of us alternately sug- 
.gested. Hope sustained ui to the momept of 
execution, and no other objedt occupied our 
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tliouglit^^ The idea that most naturally sitggeisf ed 
itself, was to take refuge among the Indians, and 
afterwards to endeavour to penetrate across the 
continent to the Portuguese settlements. But vf€ 
had no guides^ nor could we expert to fiiid anf 
who were acquainted with the lai>g¥iage and cus- 
toms of these nations^ or who would run the risk 
of conducting us thither. We kneW| that the 
nation of the Galibis, the nearest to the French 
settlements in these parts, had conceived a great 
aversion for our nation, and that since they had 
heard of the assassination of the King, committed 
with impunity in the heart of France, their chiefs 
had broken off all communication. ' In short, we 
only possessed very vague information concerning 
them, and saw nothing before us but insur- 
mountable difEculties. This scheme therefore 
was rejected. 

Before I describe, however, the plan.which we 
ultimately adopted, I must give an account of 
what was passing around us during our consulta^ 
tions and preparations for putting it in force ^ 
thus completing the history of our greatest mise- 
ries. 
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rics, and our strongest motives for flying from 
this land of d.tfsolation ; after which I shall have 
no farther occasion to interrupt the narrative of 
our deliverance. 

Lieutenant AimS being taken ill, was removed 
to Cayenni, and relieved by M. Freta, an officer 
of much firmness, but a very good kind of man. 
This gentlemen caused the impertinencies of the 
negroes to be put a stop to, excused us from the 
disturbance of the alarm drum, and did his ut« 
most to alleviate the rigours of our imprisonment, 

Tronqon du Coudray was at that time very ill, 
and requiring attendance, asked for a negro to 
wait on him. Jeannet sent him one named Louis; 
a very bad man, whom he took from the gallies^ 
We well knew that no one would be sent us 
but such as our persecutors could rely on. Thi^ 
man, however, was intolerably impertinent, and 
insulted and tormented du Coudray, who com- 
plained to the commandant Freta ; upon which 
the negro was arrested and sent back to Cayenne. 
This conduct irritated Jeannet, who immediately 

T 
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Recalled Freta, substituted Alme in his place, and 
ordered the negro to be again sent to the fort^ 
Louis therefone returned morp ipsol^nt than ev^r, 
and waited on the unfortunate du Coudray, botr 
withstanding his unwillingness to be attended by 
him^ 

We were by no means sorry that M. Freta left 
^he fort; for it would have given us great palri 
to have |nvplve4 him in the blatn^ of pur jiight. 

Thp commandant Aime marked his return wit^ 
new cruelties. I have already spoken of the in- 
timacy between the Abbe Brpthier and B'H^ud de 
Varennes. The conduft of that priest daily 
added to our indignation. He talked but of ven-r 
geance, of blood, and of the new system of ter- 
ror, which, according to \i\tn, yvould produce a 
jCOunterTrevolvition ; and, if any observations were 
piade, in answer to his outcry for vengeance, he 
replied, ip the langqagc of the celebrated reyolur 
f ionary doi^or— " What care I how many men per 
^* rish, if but the species remain," He invented the 
mqst horrid calumnies^ and yomited forth ^busp 



Digitizegl 



byGoogle 



( 139 ) 

Against ail the t^orld* We strongly expressed out 

displeasure at his conduct, and the commandant 

Aime, to put an ehdy as he said, to out quarrels^ 

ordered us to" bfe put in irons. When he came' 

to visit US| perceiving that Barth^lenrty SuiFercd 

extremely, he said to him, that he saw he had not 

strength enough to support fhrs punishment^ 

would order his irons to be taken ofFy and only 

put him under arrestation in hJs rodm, *^ Let 

** me alorie,'* replied Barthelemy coolly ; " I stitt 

** possess more strength and patience than thott 

" dost of courage. Leave mc to suffer in peace 

*' with my companions.** 

The Abb^ Brothier vcfy charitably asked fyt 
otir pardon j which was refused. Fortunately 
Jeannetwas much offended alt this afbltrafry a<St 
of the commandant Aim^, of which he was no 
sooner informed, than he sent the mayor of the 
cahtony Vagel, who happened to bt at Cayenne, 
with an ordel: to liberate us from this severity. 

In the beginning of May, Tronqon du Cou- 
dray and Laffbad^ who eat together^ were taken 
' T2 
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ill almost at the same time. Some hours after 
they began to vomit violently, and the most 
^armin^; symptoms broke out in both of" them. 
They suffered the severest jmins^ without a mo- 
ment of intermission. Jeannet was immediately 
written to^ and that favour solicited which was 
never refused to the lowest criminal. He refused^ 
however, to remove our unfortunate, friends to 
the hospital. At first we received no answer ; 
but the danger increasing, and, as we were desti- 
tjatc. of every kind of relief, all our cares and at- 
tention^ were unable to alleviate the anguish of 
our unfortunate companions. We persisted 
therefore in our application, and Tronqon du 
Couckay, though already swelled and unable to 
tyrn, wrote to Jeannet on this occasion : but that 
ipon^ter answered in writing, to the commandant 
4Linx6, ^ I l^now not why those gentlemen are 
^5 continyally importuning me; they ought to 
*^ know, tbey have not been sent to Sinamary to 
" live there to all eternity.** 

These two vi^ims, whom we had already 
given^ up, lay in ihp same room, in. their ham- 
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mocks, which were their death-beds, opposite to 
each other. The cries their tortures forced from 
them re-echoed to our rooms, and far beyond 
them ; nothing could appease their fatal vomit* 
ings. LafFond cried out with vehemence; he 
raised his hands towards Heaven, and called aloud 
upon his wife and children. 

Their torments continued twenty-five or thirty 
days* My heart contraAs whenever I rcStA on 
this horrid scene. We crowded round our 
wretched companions, and Marbois did not quit 
his friend du Coudray for a single moment. I 
shall never forget the assiduity and fortitude with 
which he overcame every disgust, and the despair 
which appeared in his eyes at the very time whea 
he was supporting his dying friend. 

N 

Tronqoadu Coudray struggled against the ap- 
proach of death with all the energy natural to his 
charadjker. The eveqing before he expired, he 
crawled about^ leaning upon a negro, and came 
into Riy room. I seem still to behold this spectre* 
Hot sat do»n tot a m<VMat on my hammock^ an4 
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fluid : " I do not flatter myself I ctaii live i but, 
" should you put your scheme in practice, take me 
f* with you; for I would willingly breathe my last 
" beyond the walls of this horrid prison*. My dear 
" Ramel, take mc with you, if possible.** After 
this he talked of his two friends Dumas and Por^ 
talis, fejoicing that they had escaped our mis^ 
rable fate, and requesting me, should I see them 
again, to tell them they would employ his last 
thoughts, and that he recommended his childrea 
and his memory to their care. 

This was his last effort of strength. He died 
the next day, which was the 27th of May. Some 
•hours before he expired, ho assembled round him 
Barthelemy, le Tcliier, Pichegro, Marbois, Wil* 
lot, Aubry, Dossonville, and myself. 

These Were some of his last words : ^* Fly^ 'my 
•* friends, fly from Sinamary. May Heaven favour 
<< your escape* , As for me, I shall presently be no 
" mpre ; but, should you ever see my friends, tell 
^' them my last sigh was for them, and for my coun- 
*' try. J^ut oh I forget not my children. Should (o 
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* taite ever smile on you again^ oh ! do not distush 

." the peace of our juitivecountr)% but rather brave 

^^ all the sufierings of misery.'^ Then, raising his 

head^ and pointing to Brothier's room, ♦* h^ 

^^ t^lks,'* said he, " but of civil war ; it is his 

^* wish. Ah! my friends, promise me you will 

^' prevent it, if it be in your power." In these 

last moments he still suffered cruel torments, and 

had a burning thint; but all his faculties re-r 

mained entire. He divided between us the moi^ 

ney he still possessed, and again recommended- 

his memory to our care. He beheld the tears 

upon our cheeks, and bid us adieu. A few mo« 

ments before he expired,, the Abbe Brathier came 

to offer him his spiritual comforts. Du Coudray 

thanked him^ and declined his offer. He said, 

^' I have always believed in Ggd, and have al- 

*f ways confided in his justice." Marbois closed 

the eyes of his friend, , 

LafFohd^ who was almost in the agonies of 
death, and weaker than du Coudray, was witness' 
to this heart-rending scene, which he survived 
two d^ys. He w?i§ .Overpowered by pain, and 
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could setrcely articulate ;b\it seemed to retail! 
all his seaaes. He only named his children and 
his wife ; and his last looks were fixed upon her 
pbrtrait* 

I cannot describe the grief and dejectioii we 
suffered in consequence of this loss^ the me* 
lancholy of Marbois^ or the mourning and h^ 
, mentations which surrounded u$ during the obr 
sequies. They were buried in the path between 
the fort and the redoubt* 

The forlorn and violent death of our friends, 
the rage and vehemence of the commandanf, 
who, whenever a signal was made for the enemy's 
ships, armed himself, and exclaimed, ^^ Ah, you 
** reckon upon the English ! You may think as 
** you please, but they shall never take you away 
*^ alive." All these atrocities, together with the 
approach of the fatal season of rains and hurri-^ 
canes, made us earnestly sigh for the day, when 
we might in freedom brave other dangers, and 
tescue ourselves from, this living tomb. 

Our 
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Our plan was fixed previoiis to the illness of 
Tronqon du Coudray and Laffbnd. I have al* 
ready said we had rejected the < idea of taking 
refuge with the Indians^ and had determined to 
trust ourselves to the ocean. We knew that the 
inhabitants of Surinam took a lively interest iil 
our situation; of which they Had given us a 
proof by sending General Pichegru a present of 
beer and fresh provisions. It is true, wc did not 
receive it; but the insolencfc of the Frendii 
coast^r^ who took charge of it, and cattie to the 
fort, boasting, in otir presence, of hdvrngi togd- 
thfefwith his crew, drank and* eateti the provi- 
fcions sent us by the- Dutch of Surinam', revealed 
to us this iniportaftt secret; IJhis* cirfcumst^ncft 
ftatter^d and increased^ bur hbpes; bitt we had no 
knowledge of that jtomertse and- uninhabited 
coast; we had no means of navigating the imeti 
mediate seas ; and as the schooners, which arfc 
the only v^sels that fVequetit the river of Sina'- 
mary,' moor iat the point which is a league froni 
tlie fort, we could entertain no hopes of eluding 
the vigilance of the commandant, or* of reaching 
tod carrying^ off from the anchorage one of those 

U 



Digitized 



by Google 



< 146 ) 

yessels ; for we had no arms or means of acciQni«- 
plishing spch a projedl. 

We often walked on the rampart facing the 
river, wherp wc fixed our ej^cs pn the Western 
/coast, and sighed for liberty. Our imagination 
icxh^ust.ejd itself, and we fatigued pur eyes ^nd 
thoughf$ with thi$ monotonpus view, wherie we 
neither pcrceive4 any^tjiing oi> the watjsr or in 
fhe woods, that could awaken in us one glimr 
xnerjlng of hppe* jf^t the fopt of the bastion 
without thc'fort, and by the b^pl^ of tjje rjver, 
Fa3 ^ small panoe, yiscd for convey ix^g the guar4 
fto thjB redpul?t at the Ppipf, an4 to Jbring back 
those wjipm they relieved, X^is icj^dp^ Jia4 all 
^ts apparatus, and iiyas consigned to tlje $:are of 
th.e sentinel ppst,ed on thp fiiinK^4 angle of the 
bastion, within which l^as thp gqs^rd-hopse* W^ 
had often beheld i): with Ipnging pyps; but it 
lyas pinly by degrees, and tl^rougji biding urged 
J:>y despair, tji^twe accustomeid oursel7?s tp the 
idea of going puf upon thp ppen'^ea in sp slen- 
der a vesspl. None pf us Jcncw how to navigate 
^ boat, and especially a capoe ; of whicli th^ 
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.mahagetneht is difficnlt and dangerous simidst the 
waves of the sea ; and, as we had no compass, it 
^as necessary to confide in an Indian or a sailof • 

Our first attempt ihiscaiVied. Picliegru: hav^ 
ing endeavoured to engage an Indian in the plot^ 
who came to sell vegetables in the fort, the lattet 
spread the suspicions which this attempt had 
awakened; 

We haaardfid^ bowetct, thd opening c(ur$elv*s, 
witboot reserve, to a person then in the fort, but 
whon^ I musrt not name; Should this journal 
fall into bis h^ds, let hrm receive in secret thii 
public acknowledgement of my gratitude, and of 
that of my companions ; and let him feel thk 
trae motives of my silence^ as well as of my rt- 
gret at being unable to publish his name at the 
same time that I c(Hnmemorate his gederOsity; 

'I'his iftdividttal feteived our coiifidtoce with 
fcelijig and humanity, and justified the good bpi- 
nioa we entertained of his heart. He was well 
acquainted with th^ coast, aud confirmed our 

V 7, 
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idea thAtwe could only go to fiurinam ; -fautf 

while be gave us the information, of which we 

were 30 grecdy> xelativx to the various Dutch 

posts, he assured us, that in this small and slender 

xflAoe we should not :be able to get these ; thait it 

was at least a hundred leagues fram Sinaoaary 

to the gates of Fort Orange, or of Monte-KridEL ; 

th?^ it would not he at all safe to go on dxxre 

nearer than that point ; that even when we got 

there, so severe a vigilance prevailed in the Dutch 

polony, that we must not mak^ ourselves known; 

and that all strangers who were not AmiAed 

with good passports, were sent away, and not 

permitted to enter the territory. It was by meanj 

of thi^ policy, and a system of administration at 

9nce firm and mild, that the former governor of 

this happy colony had preserved it to the mother 

country. Mr. Frederic had thus, from the, be- 

giqoiag of the revolution, maintained his inde* 

pendence not only of the English, whose p.ro^ 

te<%ion he bad rejected, and from whose attacks 

h^ was on the point of defending the colony of 

^^rinatn, but of the revolutionary party; to 

whoqi' he had refused to abandon the valuable 
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property of Vi9 fellow citizens. HowmiiAy new 
sources of hope ! How many^new diificidttes to 
encoBnter I 

We had «t Caymne, aone of tfiose friends so 

rarely to be met with in these revoiuiionBry times^ 

who feaned not to tommit himself; and> had I^ 

with indiscreet gratitiirdey trusted his name to my 

pea, woold still have ciMimgeoQsly brared the 

leaentment «f the tyrants. Him we infoirmed of 

o«r sc&MM ; and^ within a week^ he transmitted 

ttSy by a confidential person^ eight passports^ all 

signed by the hand of Jeannet^ and exa^ly con^ 

fermabie to those he was in the habit of giTing 

to the inhabitants of Surinam who went on busi« 

ness to the neighbouring colonies. 

They were in the following borrowed names :- 
that of 
^artfa^Iemy was in the name of Gallois. 
Picfaegru ' ^ - Picard. 

]>oss<»vil!e ^ ^ Datonon. 

Aiibry « « «• Desailleax. 

IaR^ ■'' s ^ Delveeai. 
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Tellier -• • TolHbok 

Willot "rf A ' Toulouse- 

iUtn^ • * ' ^ Frederick. 

In prdportioft sb our stheme advackcddy we l^e-* 
doubled our precautions^ to prevent our jailon 
from having the slightest susptcionof it. But 
towards those of our feUdw-prisoner^^ whawere 
not in the secfet, we Were obliged to employ a 
double degree of circumspecSlion^ however diffi-> 
cult to be adhered to. . The Abb^.Brothier sus^ 
peded some mystery^ but did not discover its 
objedl. Qe confined himself to repeating ffe* 
quently, ** , you: keep nje in . the dark ; you are 
*'. plotting sQOiething that I w.ell know ; and I will 
" have you caught in the faA ;" nor, indeed^ wa». 
he incapable of such conduA. Wc; could now 
e;x:tend. the. circle of ogx:. confidences no further, 
without risking the success of our plan. Wheel 
J reckoned up o\ir conspirators^ and stole a glaive 
from the ramiparts at this narrow canoe^ I thpug^t 
it very insuflicient for our purpose ; yeti, although 
our party wg; already too numerous^ we dotjir* 
mined tpLOjal^ one .more attempt to induceJMbir*^ 
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bois to accompany U8 ; biit he wasr as inflexible 
in his r^oluticm. as he was^ in his opinions. Nor 
would he coMent to abandon his sick coUe^ucs 
while alive, particularly his friend du Coudrayi 
and, since their deaths, he seemed rooted to the 
ground tbitt covered their reaaainsi ) 

But neither the opinion of Marbois, nor the 
account be gave us of the dangers of a naviga*: 
tipn which he knew better than any of us, nor 
Qur regret at leaving him ; nothing could deter 
us from putting our scheme in execution, such 
and so ^trqtig were the disgost and horrcir we felt 
for th? prison pf Sin^mary. 

We now only wapted a pilots but where w^ 
it possible to f^iid, amidst this desert, a man ca- 
pably of so much generosity, or rather an angel^ 
to IcM us forth ffQffi these infernal regions? 
This event Providence brought about as fol- 
.Ipwsf 

The order of the Pire^<>ry to take neutral ships 
U sai^ tpi^ave $:4u^ed agr^^at multitude pf. small 
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priMlMXi, wliMe anrariot was atitt'flHFther excited 
by Jeannct^ to teifve Cayenne abeot die 20th 
ef May. One of these- vessels^ eofBautnded by 
Captain FoUvert^- eaptured; in the latitude of 
Sinamary, u Amerieaar ebip» coaiinafided by 
Captain TiUy^ who was kimaelf the^ owner of^ that 
cargo* It consisted principally of flour and pro- 
visions, which that Captain was aAnnSff brining 
to Cayennei He had also on board 40>000 bot* 
defrof JSoffdi^aux and Rhenish wioesi and of va«^ 
noiuwinesj tbepiodace of SpaiQ» 

The fear> of beti^ tafcen^ in th^ir tam^ by 
some English frigate or privateejF^ while plying 
to windward^ in wder to escape the currents, and 
get to Cayenne^ induced Obtain Sdsvert to come 
and mioof^ tog^ber with his prise, in the roadof 
^intmary. Perhaps^ also, he feared he shoiikl 
have to shape his prey with the lion Jeannet^ 

Poisvert himself brought the crew of his prize 
to the jbrt of Sinamary, together with Captain 
Tilly, whom he trented with great resped. This 
was a great event fdrthe commandwt Aim6, who 

expeded 
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expeiSfed to derire some profit from the: circum* 
stance^ as well as the pleasure of drinking his 
fill of Bourdeaux wine. The negroes, and a part 
of the garrison, were also happy in unloading 
and landing the American cargo. This new obr 
jeft of attention was a direjrsion rtty much in our 

favour. 

/' 

But what was our astonidiment when Captain 

Tilly came to us alone, and, bursting into te^rs^ 

cried, '^ 'twas ymj, aks! my unfortunatip friend% 

'^whom I came in search of! I knew you were 

'^faere, have brought news from ydur&milies and 

^* friends^ and have packets for you concealed in 

^ barrels, which it is now out of my power 

'^to touch. I had no idea of being attacked 

/' by a French privateer, and suffered myself to 

'' fall to leeward towards Ci^renne, in order to have 

^^an excuse for anchoring in the road of Sinamary, 

^^ or in that of Couru, whence I hoped to carry on 

*^ intefii^nce with you, and effect your escape. 

"But Heaven has disposed of us otherwise. I 

^^ hoped ta have been your deliverer, but, alas ! I 
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'f am your feUow-prisoner. What can J MiUdo 
^* to serve you ?*• 

It is not easy to judge of the impression which, 
in such circumstances, the first words of Capr 
tain Tilly ma^e upon our minds. To. us bis very 
presence was a blessing; fpr he wa9 th^: only 
individual who, since our imprisonment at Sina- 
Biary, had been able freely to communicate with 
us; of gWfi us any certain intelligeoi:^ pf oqr 
Wretched country, and the general atate pf Vr 
fairs. - We had heard of the peace of Campo* 
Formio ; and Tilly completed our astontsiiment, 
as well as indignation, by informing us of the 
invasion of Switzerland. Barthelemy, in f«f- 
ticular, was much affected with in In short, 
the violences committed agaipst the Arocn- 
cans, of which he was himself a striking pwpf> 
fully convinced us, that our miserable felta*- 
citizens were entirely enslaved; and th*t t^* 
tisurpations of the Diredkory were subj?^ tQ ^* 
restraint. i 



The frank and open xnanners of Captain Tillfi 
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the interest Ke fook in otir fetc^ and ih which ^c 
might conclude his free and generous country^ 
men participated^ unavoidably procured him our 
confidence^ and we communicated to htm our 
scheme; We led him to the rampart^ asf it were 
to walk^' and shewed him the canoe. He shook 
Iris head^ and said — " Ko, lio^ gentlemen, do 
^^ hot rUa th^t risk ; for you will certainly perish* 
" That canoe cannot bold you all, nor carry you td 
" Surinam. You may rely on my experience, that 
" it is impossible/' We replied that wt were fe- 
sdlvtd tb perish, rathei* than reniain with these 
barb^riftias ; and that, besides, we werfc only run- 
ning freely to medt inevitable dea;th, of vrhich, 
«r^:jii the sukiden and violeiit went of ,i 
shipwreckj the bocrorav^ould be softened by the. 
r^neinbnmce of fh« long eontinued agony of our 
friends.—" Well/' returned he, " I do tot think 
" you can escape s6 many dangers, but do not re- 
'^ (tie me to participate in therti- I will myifelf 
^' steer the canoe ; Iwill also bring my pilot, my 
" intrepid Berwick, and perhaps Heaven may proH^ 
** teft, and the winds fevour us/* 
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Prom that .time, Captain Tilly appMfdl 
equally earnest with ourselves to effect ottv esdupef 
and he communicated our scheme to the braTC 
Berwick^ who did not hesttafe a moment iu de** 
voting himsdf to our safety. Captaitt T'lHy^jit^ 
ver could obtain our consefit to join in the eacpe* 
dition/ bnt he took no notice ef our refiisab, or 
of the fears he himself had awakened in w^ ^^ 
five to the smallness of the canoe. 

£very thing being now ready^ nothing mnain* 
ed to be done^ but to choose a favourable no- 
ment for dndtng the vigilance of the comman* 
dant Aimf^ escafnng that of Broditer^ attacking 
die post^ or at least the sentinel who had charge 
of the canoe^ quitting the fort to go away with 
it^ and lastly^ to get out to tea before the garri* 
son was alarmed. 

The reader will remember what I have said of 
the secret services rendered us by certain indivi- 
duals, and hetnay readily conceive their exertions 
to enable us to overcome these last difficulties. 
But, without precisely pointing out the indivi- 
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thuds I allude to^ it will be suBkient ta Ascribe 
the means employed. 

It was Qow the first of June^ and the appointed 
day was at hand^ as well as the scene that was to 
facilitate our enterprise. The dhumemeni of our 
plot approached under the sbister omen of the 
funeral obsequies of our friends. We had re^ 
cently performed the last offices to Laffbnd^ when 
Captain Tilly brought us intelligence^ that Jean- 
aet had given oiders to send him and all his crew 
to Cayenne^ for which place they were to embark 
MXt day. To us this news was like a thunder* 
boltj and almost disheartened us. Tdly^ how** 
trer^ was absolutely determined to sacrifice him-- 
aelf^ and to hide himself in the woods till the 
next day (the third of June)^ which was the last 
day af^nted for our awful attempt. On that 
day he said he would run to the canoe on a signal 
agreed upon. We had great difficulty to induce 
him to give up the honour of so great an adlion 
to^ the brave Berwick. We observed to him^ 
that Berwick disappearing at the time of calling 
over the crew of the prize would not awaken so 
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mrxtYi stisptcion as tliat of the capjtaid^ ithose vi-> 
sits to the deported persons, tnd his walks with 
them had been already too much noticed* It was, 
however, with great reluctance that Tilly yielded 
to this last consideration. He parted from us in-** 
deed to expose himself even to greater dangers 
than we encountered^ as on him Wjould fall all the 
fury of Jeannety whether we were so happy. as ta 
escape^ or whether we were so unfortunate as to 
be discovered aad arrested with Berwick^ But 
Tilly thought of nothing but of our safety;, and^ 
tf we could fa|ut once arrive at Surinam^ he cared 
not what became of himself. How afFe^ing was 
our parting scene ! who among us all could ven-' 
ture to flatter himself with the hope of seeini^- 
thee again^ worthy, incomparable Tilly I 

Berwick, instantly disappeared a:nd Concealed 
himself in the woods. It was ^reed^ that, two 
days after (on the 3d of June), at the nine o'Iclpck 
gun, he should be upon the bank of the river uh-^ 
der the bastion ; and that he should Leap into the 
canoe the; moment he saw us appear : but we were 
extremely uneasy on his account^ for, as we fearec^ 
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he was almost devoured by noxioiisiQifrals.; <n6r 
could he defepd himself < from the serpents. and 
.that terrible animal the cayman but by conttnuing 
thirty-six hours on a tree^ and even there. he was 
pot secure from timers, 



Captain Poisvcrt had invited the- jcbmman4ai>t 
of the fort to dinner on the 3d of June, on board 
the Amjsrican prize, in return for the. kind rp'p. 
ception he had met with, and .the assistance he 
had received frpmi the garrison,. which had. two 
days before vigorously attacked an English priva*- 
^eer, that bad approached the anchorage. At the 
same time that he entertained the cocnnaandant 
with a handsome dinner, and gave him , the 
choicest wines he had on board, he had distributed 
to the garrison sonie common Bourdcauxwinfe, 
A girt, xvho had arrived some! days before from 
Cayenne, did the honour^ and delivered bottles 
of wine in profusion to the soldiers in their bar- 
racks and guard- house, tp the negroes in. their 
rooms, to the sentinels at their posts,, and to. the 
deponed under their corridor. Ah ! how long 
this day appeared ! with what pleasure we watched 
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pers to the half intoxicated loldien. Her a6li- 
yity and adicitude aenred va to our udnoat' 
wishea. 

Every one drank freely^ as we did ourselves^ 
snd^ seeming to take part in these oi^es, we 
feigned a quarrel among us while at dinner^ in 
order to avoid giving the most trifling indicar 
tion of the plot. Aubry and Larue abused Qar- 
th^lemy^ le Tellier also took part in the dis- 
pute, DossonviUe and Pichegru threatened each 
other^ and Willot and myself seemed desirous of 
pacifying the rest. Glasses and plates flew abouti 
mnd the uproar was so great, that the rest of the 
deported persons came in to separate us. The 
Ahh6 Brothier himself endeavoured to put an 
end to this disturbance, which only increased the 
more : but Barthdkmy, who was the least skilful 
in feigning passion, coolly breaking his glass in ao 
aukward gesture of rage, a burst of laughter had 
nearly betrayed us, * 

JSTight came on, and we saw the commandsoi 

AimI 
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Aime brought in^ dedd drunk, like a corpse. SU 
ence had now succeeded to the songs and cries 
of tntoxicationy and the soldiers and negroes lay 
dispersed here and there. The service was forgoti 
and the guard-house abandoned. 

Before we retired into our rooms we took learc 
0f Marbois, to whom our separation was a pain- 
ful sacrifice, and who considered this as our last 
hour. The clock struck nine, the last we heard 
at Sinamary> and Dossonvillc, who was upon the 
ivatcb, gave us all notice to begin our enterprise j 
updn which we went out and assetnbled near the 
gate of the fort, of which the draw-bridge was not 
yet up. All was sleep and stlehce. I mounted 
the bastion of the guard^house with Pichegrti and 
Aubry, and went direftly to the sentinel (the 
contemptible drummer who had so often* tor- 
mented us), and asked him the hour. He made 
no answer, but fixed his eyes upon the stars; 
upon which I seized him by the throat, while 
PichegrU disarmed him, and we dragged him 
along, throttling him so as to prevent his crying 
0VA, We were npw upon the parapet, and he 

Y 
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struggled so violently that he got away from us 
ind fell into the river. Wc then rejoined our 
companions at the foot of the rampart^ and per* 
ceiving no one in the guard-bouse^ ran in and 
took arms and cartridges. We then went out of 
the fort and -flew to the canoe. Berwick was al- 
ready there^ and helped us to get into it. Bar- 
tfadlemy^ who was very infirm and less active 
than the rest of us^ fell^ and sunk in the mud; 
but Berwick caught hold of him and saved him, 
and^ having put him into the canoe^ cut the 
rope. Berwick now took the helm^ while wc, 
motionless and silent, went with the stream. The 
current and the tide bore our light bark rapidlj 
along, and we heard nothing but the murmurs 
<rf the waters and of the land breeze, which 
swelled our little sail, and wafted us from our 
tomb of iSinamary. 

Wc now approached the redoubt at the point, 
which it was necessary to pass, and therefore we 
struck our sail to avoid being seen. We knew 
that the eight men, who were upon guard at the 
redoubt, had received their share of the favours 
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of Gaptain Poisvert, and that they also must be 
drunk. We accordingly were not hailed, and the 
tide carried U9 beyond the bar. We passed to 
the left of our brave friend Tilly's ship, and very 
near the schooner la Vi(Stoire, which was lately 
arrived from Cayenne, and which we knew wa$ 
commanded by the worthy Captair( Bracket^ 
to whom our escape must have given great plea- 
sure, and who certainly would not hav{? oppos^4 

The breeze freshened and the sea was smootht 
But, had we left the coast, we should have been 
in danger of mistaking our tra6l; and, if we 
kept too* near the shore, we might have fallen 
upon the rocks, which are numerous thpW as far 
as Iraconbo. The moon now suddenly appeared^ 
as if on purpose to give us light* This was a de- 
licious moment We congratulated each other^ 
and thanked Providence and our generous pilot, 
who was in a dreadful state, being much swelled 
^d disfigured by th^ $tines of v^notpoui in3ects« 

Wp had proceeded smoothly for about twq 
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liours, when we heard three guns, two from the 
fort of Sinamary, and one from the redoubt at 
t\c point ; and, soon after, the post at Iraconbq 
answered with three. We doubted not but our 
flight was now discovered, yet were no longer 
afraid of a direct pursuit from Sinamary, whera 
^bere was not one boat that could go out to sea. At 
all events, we had already got considerably the 
start of them, and the ships in the road alone 
could have given us chace. But Captains Poisr 
vert and Bracket, over whom Aime had no com- 
mand, would not have weighed anchor and put 
to sea without orders from Jeannet. 

We had, therefore, nothing to aj^ehcnd but 
from the detachment of Iraconbo, which we 
knew consisted but of twelve men ; nor coul4 
they come after us but in a boat nearly like our 
own, with eight or ten armed men onr board. 
We continued, however, ranging along the coasts 
^nd got oar arms in readiness, being determined to 
(defend purselves if attacked, or in case our passage, 
under the fort of Iraconbo, should be impeded. 

At four ii> ^he morning, we heard two guns to 
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the Eastward, which were answered^ within m 
minute after, by another close to us* Wc were 
at this time before the fort, but it was dark, and 
wc saw nothing. We sailed fast, and when dajr 
appeared, Iraconbo was to leeward of us. We 
had now no fear of being pursued, and had only 
f he dangers of the sea to overcome. 

Our canoe was so smalt and so low sided, that 
every ^ea filled it ; so that we were continually 
pi work, bailing her, and she was so light, that 
the least motion might have upset us. Hence 
we were nearly lost by an imprudence of which 
I alone was guilty. As I was rowing, I happened 
to make a false stroke with my oar, and my hat 
fell into the water ; upon which, leaning eagerly 
over to regain it, I threw the boat out of her 
trim, and it was with great difficulty ^e Tighten- 
ed her. But Berwick's address, together with our 
activity, soon remediednhis disaster ; and I wai 
severely reprimanded by Pichegru, whom we 
had made our captain. Barth^lemy, being still 
covered with mud, took this opportunity to wash 
himself. I had the misfortune to lose my hat;; 
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aodihid no 'means of defending my head from 
tjie burning rays of the sun^ but by making my- 
self a turban of some Banana leaves, which the 
negro fishermen had left ip the j>ottQm pf tfep 
canoe. 

As we had neither compass^ 9Qr instruments 
for taking the sun's altitude, we might have lost 
our way in the night: and th/e least gale of wind 
might have driven us out to sea, whenever we 
were obliged to keep off the shore^ pn account 
of the rocks or currents near the mquths of 
rivers. It had been impossible for u( to bring 
away any provision, and we had not even a bisr 
cuit or a drop of water, Le TcUier, however^ 
had brought two bottles of rum ; and we were 
persuaded, the winds that constantly t>lpw fron^ 
East to West along this coast would carry us, in 
two days, to Monte-Krick. It was enough, there* 
fore, if we could support our strength till then 
by mean^ of this spiritupus liquorf 

On the 4tb we suffered much from the heat 
We had, however, a good breeze, with wl^ich wc 
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ranged along the coast ; and when night prevent* 

cd us from seeing the land^ we reckoned that we 

were opposite the mouth of the river. Marowni, 

the banks of which are the limits that separate 

the Dutch and French territories, and which is 

but forty leagues to windward of the port of 

Monte-Krick. Yet at eleven o'clock when the 

moon rose, we perceived nothing either in the 

appearance of the land, or the motion of the 

water, to shew that we were near a great river. 

On the 5th we were not more fortunate, and we 

pursued our course till night, without any signs 

of the river or fort of Marowni. We were still, 

in all probability, somewhat to windward of the 

river of Amaribo, a part of the coast which rises 

a little towards the North-East, and intercepts 

the view. 

On the 6th we were . becalmed. Having now 
been three days without food, we suffered the 
most cruel hunger, and were extremely parched 
by the sun, the heat of which was not now 
tempered by the breeze ; and, as our minds were 
neither occupied by motion,^ nor supported by 
the hope of speedily reaching the end of our 
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fiittguing voyage,' we were forcibly struck with 
the horror of our situationi and it was with diffi* 
culty wc kept up our courage ; for we had now 
nothing to expect from human assistance^ no- 
thing from our own exertions^ which were thus 
deluded by the elements. It was on this vcrj 
day of despair that we mutually urged each other 
to sacrifice even out just resentment, and not to 
8i|frer vengeance to take possession of ^ur minds. 
We swore, in the presence of the Almighty, 
never to bear arms against our country, and re* 
signed ourselves to the will of Providence. 

The next day, the 7th of June, and the 4th of 
our voyage, a breeze sprang up, and freshened a 
.little towards eight o'clock in the morning ; and 
at ten we were in sight of Fort Marowni, and 
opposite the mouth of the river, which the shal- 
low reefs and currents render very dangerous. 
It was, indeed, with great fatigue and risk we 
surmounted these obstacles. We were also much 
harrassed by the monstrous sharks that surrounded 
and attacked our canoe, and which we were 
obliged to drive off by firing at them* 

We 
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We supported tHe torment of hunger with S6 
much patience as even to indulge in pleasantries 
relative to the various symptoms of our suffer- 
ings. In the meanwhile we continually watched> 
but still in vain, for the fort and river of Orange, 
and at six o'clock in the evening were again hc^ 
calmed. 

At three .in the morning of the 8th the wind 
freshening, we got under weigh. At one we werfc 
in sight of Fort Orange, which we doubled, in- 
tending not to go Off shore until we got as far as 
Monte-Krick^ as had been recommended to lis'; 
and were opposite the fort, at aSotit a guik-shot 
from it, when we were saluted with several guns 
loaded with ball, and of large calibre, which 
followed each other so rapidly, that we should 
inevitably have been sunk, had we gb'ne further 
out to sek. ^This severity made us afraid of 
again approaching the shore j but we have ^incc 
learnt, it was merely intended to rhike-Us hoist 
our flag, of which we had none. 

At four o'clock in the afternoon the sky low- 
Z 
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e'j:«d, the wind increased, and we sailed very fi«t i 
yet we could scarcely escape the swell of the sm, 
which drpve us towards the shore. Our br^v^ 
pilot hoped we should reach Monte-Krick before 
ike storn), but we cpuld not expedt to w^th^r 
it. We were ripw every rnonjcnt in danger of 
being lost: Berwick steered towards th? shore, 
and the instant we gained it, a heavy sea broke 
und upset IIS, It was low water, and we sunk in 
the niud ; yet notwithstanding the exertions we 
^ were obliged to make to disengage ourselves, not- 
withst^ding t|ie dreadful storni that r^cd 
arpund us, we did not lose hold of pur cfmoii^ 
and. ^ven siicgeeded in setting her uppn her bpt* 
topj, 

. At length we got on shore, not knowing wh^re 
we were, or whether it w^5 possible for us to go 
along the coast as far as foxX Or^nge^ frpni which 
we reckoned ourselves eight leagues ; ^thpijghj, 
in reality, our distance was but four. 

-We were now worn out with hunger and fatigue } 
ppr ragged clpthcswcreweti w4 covered with mud, 
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&nd We found no shelter but a wokxlj ^hidh WM* 
full of insedls and reptiles. We had lost our armd 
and ammunition when the canoe was upset : nig)i€ 
was coitiing on, and we heard nothing but the 
howling of tigers and the roaring of the sea. 
What a dfeadful night! The winds raging^ a 
deluge of rain fallings and accompanied with 
chilling cold* We were obliged to exert all our 
strength and labour throughout the night to 
keep hold of our canoe, which the waves conti'* 
nually washed away; and which, notwithstand- 
ing all our exertions, was much danlaged. It 
will hardly be believed, that we sfill retained 
sufficient strength to persevere ^in these efforts^ 
after having suffered so much fatigue during five 
days and nights, without food^ We were all 
naked in the sea, struggling with the wave*, 
which were thus robbing us of our last hopes* 
Barthelemy, notwithstanding his infirmities^ 
ivorked with the rest, and afforded an example of 
patience and courage during ibis dreadful night* 

At day break on the 9th of June, which was 
the 6th day since our departure from Sinamary^ 
Z 2 
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wc beheld each other with mutual cotnpassioir, 
hsdf frozen with, cold and almost ready to sink 
under our fatigues. We consoled ourselves by 
saying : '^ At leasts we shall not die in their hands/' 

Pichegru had saved his jnpe and hk utensik 
for lighting, with which we contrived ta make 
a fire and thus dried our cloaths. At length the 
heavens became serene^ bat the wind cominued 
to blow with violence. 

We now laid ourselves down upon our bellies 
on the sand, unable to defend ourselves from 
the stings of inse<5l9 and the bites of crabs. 
Fortunately le Tellier had taken such good care 
of his little stock of rum that half a bottle stilt 
remained : but our hearts were so depressed^ thai 
we had not strength to swallow and only re- 
freshed ourselves by washing our mouths and lips 
with these spirits. 

During this day (the Qth June), the heroic \e 
Tellier had contrived a shelter for Bartli61cmy with 
branches of trees^ and while the latter lay dowi», 
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to rest or rather to faiot^ k Tellier^ forgetdog htf 
own sufferings^ drove away the insedls with s 
light branch, particularly from the face and hands 
of his master. What an afie<^omU:e iattachmentl 
what a glorious part did this worthy fellow aA in 
alleyiating our misfortunes I 

At night the sky was again orercast^ and we 
were obliged to work while the tide was in^ to 
preserve our canoe, which we had no means of 
fastening. As the tigers approached very near 
usy we increased our fire ; and thus we passed 
the remainder of this night which was the second 
since we were cast on shore and the 7th of our 
escape. 

At day break on the 10th of June we perceiv- 
jcd at a distance, a vessel, which Berwick disco^ 
tered to be an English privateer. 

We had sheltered ourselves under some trees, 
where we had formed a kind of hut, from 
which I went out at 6 in the morning, to examine 
the weather and our canoe. Having crawled a 
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ttvt stepSy I perceived^ ifboat 200 palces fram x»^ 
tm the bcachi two armed menj upon which I can 
in^ crying, " I sec men ;" all our party instantly 
rose upi and Berwick^ though the most rndtsposed 
on account of having been so severely stung in 
the woods of Sinamary^ darted forward towards 
them, while we concealed ourselves, that our 
numbers might not alarm them^*. On seeing Cur 
poor Berwick^ who scarcely retained the form of 
a human beings the two soldiers stopped and le-- 
veiled their muskets at him, on which he fell 
upon his knees and raised his hands in a suppliant 
posture, at the same time crying out, making 
sigps, and pointing to the canoe. The soldiers 
listened to him, and came towards him^ and at the 
same time we all surrounded them. We soon 
' found they were two German soldiers of the gar- 
rison of Monte-Krick, and Pichcgru entering into 
conversation with them, learnt that We were but 
three leagues frooi that fort. These men had 
been sent on duty to Fort Orange, where they 
wQuld not fail to give an account of the number 
and. situation of the persons they had found cast 
away^ and therefore we determined to depute two« 
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of our party to the commandant of the fort, to 
iisk for succours and exhibit our passports^ but at 
the same time concealing who we were. 

We fixed upon Barth^Iemy and la Rue, whom 
we caused to drink the remainder of bur x\xm 
before they set out. At the very time they arriv* 
ed at Port Orange, the commandant was dispatch* 
ing a picquet of fifty men to fetch us away. Our 
ambassadors declared the ol)jedl of our voyage^ 
jBtating us to be merchants, and describing all the 
particulars of our being cast away, in conse-^ 
quence of; which we hadtlpstiall our prdvisions 
and effc<fts ; and adding that the bad state of our 
canoe whic^ was almost broken to pieces, would 
Wt admit joiF pur putting to^sca again after the 
stortn» Th^. co^ixmandant received them with 
great humanity, and having ordered them some 
yi^ftuaji^^, s^ntivorkmen and negroea to repair our 
boft ^n4 assist in setting it afloat^ and to search 
for ojar pr^st^nded merchandize'. When we saw 
this tro^p consisting, of il?but twenty persons at 
^4istance^ w^ were very uneasy, till two df these 
workmw who spoke French had c?:plained ttieit 
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orderly upon which having shewed Attn the 
canoe, they drew it ashore and began to repair 
it with the greatest industry and skill. 

At 6 in the evening Barth^lemy and k Rue 
arrived; but they were so much o^^erjoyed and 
J0 agiuted, that they did not think of bringing 
us a bottle of water/ We could scarcely believe 
that Barth^lemy had strength enough remaining 
to perform a journey of S leagues on these buriv- 
ing sandsr 

Our .canoe beings now repsured^ and the sea 
having becOofce smooth^ we were desirous <^ im- 
mediatelyj embarking ; .but were obl^ed to wait 
£0f the. tide. In the meanwhile, the workmen, 
^wboitawe recompensed as well ad we could, and 
;whomwe were sotryto detain during the night, 
Ibad orders- not . to leave us till they saw us it 
sea. Podr Berwick was growing worse, and as 
we were obliged to pass this night also amidst 
hostile inseAs, it might' have prsved the last of 
his life : for it nrnst not be fbrgc^ten, that this 
worthy: fellow^ n^ose ci^poreal ttrmgth equaiUed 

bis 
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lii> tourage and generosity, had suffered cruel 
torments during the two days he had past in the 
woods of Sinamary, waiting for the appointed 
time of our expedition. We h^d now not an 
instant to lose, to save him who had preserved 
our lives. 

At day break, on the ilth June, Barthelemy, 
la Rue, Aubry and Dossonville set off along 
the coast towards Monte-Krick, to procure fotod 
and lodgings for the poor shipwrecked mer- 
chants. 

Some hours after their departure, and at high 
water, ^ Pichegru, Willot, le TelUer, and myself, 
reH&nteixd our canoe, which the workmen vigo- 
rously pushed off, and then took their leave df 
US; while Berwick, though almost dying, re- 
sumed the helm. A little before noon, we en- 
tered the «hall rivet of Monte-Krick, where we 
landed, while Berwick triumphed in our success, 
which Ixe considered as the full reward of his 
kiHicbess and generosity. 

Aa 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 178 ) 

The commandant of the post at Monte-Krick 
had already received our companions with kind- 
ness, and had ordered us a spacious^ clean and 
comfortable room by the side of the creeks 
What a moment of joy was that of our meet- 
ing in this happy place ! Our friends had pre- 
pared for us two fowls^ some rice, and bread, 
which, on this occasion, was watered with tears of 
pleasure and gratitude ! We were alive ! We 
had escaped our persecutors, the dangers of the 
waves, and the horrors of famine ! In (hort, we 
were free ! 

Having taken a little nourishment, though 
with many precautions, we made last our boat, 
which we cherished as if it had been an animate4 
being, and towards which we felt both afiip<^ioa 
and gratitude. 

We then paid a visit to the captain who com- 
manded at the fort, and to whom our arrival 
caused much embarrassment* He saw no proba- 
bility in the story of our being (nerchants ; an 
assertion which our destitute condition and rag* 
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ged dress belted, as oar language belied our 
wretched appearance* 

His surprise was inj^feased at the ^tnallness of 
our boat) and our boldness in venturing in it out 
at sea. As this captain spolce French, we did 
our best to persuade him our story was true, and 
shewed him our passports. We observed that he 
had a copy of the description of th^ deported 
stuck behind the looking-glass; Jeannet having 
printed and distributed it to all the neighbour- 
ing colonies, and all the posts along the coasts 

This worthy commandant, who^ without giving 
himself much trouble about the truth of our 
story,, treated us kindly, merely because we were 
unfortunate, shewed us himself this description 
without any suspicion, as he afterwards assured , 
us, that we were the persons : and, certainly, it 
would at this time have been difficult to reco^* 
nize any of us. He asked us, however, if we 
had touched at Sinamary ? to which we replied, 
we had not, ** And what," said he, " is become 

•* of thosq unfortunate men, Pichegru andBartb^- 
A a 2 
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^ lemy, and their imfortimate companions ?*^ We 
told him, ^^ they had been in great misery, but 
" that they now hoped for a change of fortune.'* 

. Having giving orders to sup{^y us with neccs^ 
saries, the commandant told us, he was about to 
give an account of our arrival to the governor of 
the colony. He mad« no secret of the motives 
for the vigilance which had been particularly 
enjoined him with regard to the French. Tho 
colony of Surinam, he said, had been preserved, 
by the vigilance of its commander, from the 
troubles which had ruined all the French settle^ 
ments. The negro slaves were better treated 
there, were more happy, and, consequently, more 
laborious, than if they had received the fatal and 
delusive gift of liberty. Jeannet, being dis- 
pleased at the refusal of some unwarrantable de- 
mands for money or provisions, had said that 
*' he would revenge himself on those aristocrats, 
V and revolutionize Surinam}" and hence the 
commandants along the coast had orders nar- 
rowly to watch all the French who landed in the 
colony. , ;. 
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We therefore wrote to the gordSmor, telating^ ^ 
in a few words, the atrocities we had experienced 
both ia France and Sinamary^ our escs^, and 
our being cast away ; and we solicited refuge and 
protection in the name of humanity and of ho- 

It is twenty-four leagues from Mdnte-Krick 
to Paramaribo, the capital of Surinam, where the 
governor resides. 

On the 12th we passed the day in resting our*- 
selves, and attending those of our party whom 
our first refreshments had not restored to their 
strength; particularly Dossonville, who had 
symptoms of a very serious illoess, and poor Ber- 
ivick, who was in a high fever. 

We had all a hideous appearance, being much 
burnt by the sun, and the refledlion from th^ 
sea ; much swelled and disfigured by the stings^ 
of inse<5ls ; our clothes in no better coriditioii 
than our bodies ; and some of us were even 
without shoes. We endeavoured, however, to 
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mend our rags to the best of-oUr power. We 
blushed, not. for ourselves^ but for our countfyy 
to appear in this deplorable condition in the eyes 
of foreign nations. 

In the morning of the 13th, a planter, whose 
estate lay near Monte-Krick, invited us to his 
house, and made us the kindest offers, thot^h 
without suspeAing who we were^ and being very 
urgent that we should accompany him imme- 
diately. We were about to attend him, when 
Willot, whose turn it was to watch our ftiendiy 
canoe, descried a cavalier at a distance, anc! called 
us to observe him. Pichegru recognized th^ 
Dutch uniform, and assured us he was a superior 
officer. As soon us he saw our quarters^ which 
had, no doubt, been described by the comman- 
dant, he clapped spurs to his horse, dismounted; 
came up to the i:oom where we were assembled^ 
and, with extreme agitation, said, ^^ M. Gallois^ 
" M.Picard, are you here ?*' Upon thisBarth^lem^ 
and Pichegru immediately came forward, dres'l^i^^ 
in a coarse vest or jacket, of^ey cloth. The Dutch 
general shewed marks of surprise and indi^a- 
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liott, then ctobraced them repeatedly, and pressed 
us all alternately in his arms, unab'e for some 
time to otter a single word. " Gentlemen,'* said 
he, after a short interval, '^ you formed a just 
" idea of our governor. He is waiting with im- 
^ patience &r your arrival, and ail the inhabi- 
^^ tants of Surinam are equally afFedled with your 
^* misfortunes/* 

On this we burst into tears, and our excessive 
joy hdd nearly been fatal to some of us. Worthy 
fnd humane Dutchman, receive the homage of 
that gratitude, of which prudence alone restrains 
the expression i 

When we left Monte-Krick we rclucSlantly took 
leave of our canoe, which we had christened San 
Sahadcr^ an^ would willingly have taken it with 
us. At some distance from our quarters, on the 
creek, we found two gondolas were waiting for 
OS, in one of which refreshments were set butj^ 
and in the other clothes, linen and shoes. 

It }A impossible to conceive the delicious sen- 
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latiMis we navr experienced^ witboot having, like 
tta, beeo exposed naked on the burnii^ sand to 
the scorching rays of the sun, and the severe cold 
arising from heavy rains and the dew of night. 
The same day, which was Sunday the 13th of 
June, we slept at the plantation of a friend of the 
governor's, who, having learned from him our 
arrival at Monte-Krick, insisted on our passing 
the night at his house, regretting that, being en* 
g9ged in town by business, he could not meet us. 
He had, however, given orders to prepare apart- 
ment3 and provisions for us. What an agreeable 
surprise! what a powerful impression did the 
sight of this plantation excite ! ! we came as it 
were from the regions of Tartarus and entered 
those of Elysium. We were delighted with his 
spacious gardens^ his beautiful groves^ his fine 
house, his table which was sumptuously set out, 
his elegant apartments, and his comfortable beds. 

• After supper, the negroes danced before us, to 

banish as it were from our memory the* entrap 
of Sinamary, 

Our 
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On the morning of the 14th, having enjoyed 
that repose to which we had so long been stran- 
gers^ we re-embafked in our gondolas and dropped 
down the rivef Comervitie, admiring the rich 
plantations which adorn its banks, the neatness of 
the innumerable canals, the elegance of the gar- 
dens, and the magnificence of the buildings. At 
length we entered the river of Surinam, and at 
noon arrired at a plantation, where we were ex« 
peifted by several of the principal planters, who' 
had assembled to meet us. We saw them wait- 
ing for us on the bank, which we had scarcely 
reached^ before they sprang forward into our 
boat and embraced us with an effusion of frater^ 
jaal afFedlion* 

Here we were treated with a magnificence 
which formed an honourable contrast with our 
long beards and disfigured countenances^ 

The tide permitted us to depart at four o*clock* 

About an hour afterwards we met a splendid gon*- 

dola, in which was the governor himself, who 

was coming to meet tfs. He immediately camt 

S b 
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into our bark^ aiijd embraced us with a lirely 
emotion^ saying — '^ Welcome, all of you ; for- 
*' get if possible your misfortunes ; I will do every 
** thing in my power to efface them from your 
*' inemories. We are all happj^to sec you. The 
^^ whole colony, and myself in particular^ are at 
^^ your command^** 

As we passed under the fort of Nassau, we 
were saluted with 50 guns, which were repeated 
gun for gun by the fort of Amsterdam on the 
right bank, and the batteries of Paramaribo an- 
swered them. We were about a leaguie from the 
city when it grew du^, and it became quite 
dark before we entered the port« 

The whole town was illuminated ; th^ garrison 
^nd the colonial militia were under arms, and we 
landed amidst the discharges of musketry and ar- 
tillery from the square and from the fleet. The 
acclamations of the people, and their cries of 
joy, re-echoed through the air; they crowded 
about us, and shewed the greatest eagern^ to see 
and embrace^ us. Thus surrounded by this jxor 
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merous escort, we arrived, amid the affeftionatc 
efFusion of this happy and generous people, at 
the governor's palace. 

His wife received us with equal gracefulness 
and sensibility ;and the' impression our misfor- 
tunes made upon this charming woman was so 
powerful, that we were frequently obliged to 
avoid her presence, because she was too much 
afFefted by them. 

The governor entertained Barthelemy and his 
faithful le Tellicr, while the principal inhabi- 
tants contended for the pleasure of receiving us, 
and they all loaded us with proofs of esteem and 
afFeftion. I would willingly describe the variousf 
entertainments and country excursions, with 
i^vhich the inhabitants of Paramaribo, who 
equally endeavoured to show the joy they felt' 
at having us among them, contrived for us. The 
riches and luxury of the inhabitants of Surinam, 
the flourishing state of that colony, the smiling 
luxuriance of its crops, the charms of its internal 
navigation, and the pomp both of its public esta-. 
Bba 
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blishincnts and private houses, are universally 
fcnown, and it is easy to form an idea of public 
entcrtdinments ; but what is difficult to conceive, 
because it is an extraordinary phenomenon, is, 
that benevolence and humanity should animate a 
whole people, and spread and communicate to 
every class the virtues and sympathies of the 
government. It was these sentiments, and not 
mere idle curiosity, that aiSluated our worthy and 
respedlable hosts, who, far from importuning us 
with questions relative to the miseries we had suf- 
fered, on the contrary, carefully avoided the sob- 
je<Si:. But the horrid picture of Sinamary, the 
captivity of our companions who still remained 
there, and whose treatment perhaps was more se-* 
vere in consequence of our escape, in short, the 
situation of the worthy Captain Tilly, who had so 
unfortunately fallen into the hands of Jeannet; 
these reflections haunted our imaginations, and, 
although they might enhance the value of the 
blessings Providence had showered upon us, and 
render the contrast of our present situation more 
striking, yet the most cruel reflcdlions often d\^ 
turbcd these smiling scents, 
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' Our days were thus gliding on widi rsptdityt 
when^ on the l8th of June, C^tain David, a 
coaster belonging to Cayenne, arrivedvat Para* 
maribo^ with dispatches from Jeannet to the go- 
vernor, informing him oi our escape. This kt^^ 
ter concluded as follows : 

^' If these gentlemen have not been taken bf 
*^ the English privateers, and if they have not pe^ 
/< risbed, u I fi»ur they faave^ they must doubtlesi 
//have faken refuge in your colony. In tha^t c^e, 
^^ it ia my duty to claim them in the name of the 
/^ piredtory^ as prisoners of state. Should yotf be 
^^ able to discover them, I mquest, and even re^ 
^^ quire you to put them under arrest ; but I in«- 
^^ treat you to use no violence towards them, and 
^^ to grant them aU the kindness due to their misr 
. « fortunes." 

« The governor replied, that he had not as yet 
heard of the escape of Messrs. Barthclemy, Pi- 
chegru, &c. but that eight merchants and a sailor 
had a few days before arrived at Paramaribo^ 
that he sent him their description and the pass- 
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.ports theyKad produced, and assured him that 
ahould the deported arrive^ he would pay them 
all the requisite attentions. 

Captain Dasrid was well treated and mighty on 
his return, have explained to Jeannet, who 
would no doubt be astonished at finding his own 
signature to the passports, the true sense of the 
letter of which he was the bearer; Nothing 
further passed, and the captain returned to 
CaTCiwe. 

* We had learned, by Captain David, the pain- 
fid news of the frigate la Dicade^ which h^d 
nK>ored in the road of Cayenne, on the 6th of 
June, three days after our departure, and on board 
of which -were 193 deported persons; among 
these were two members of the Council of Five 
Hundred, Gilbert des Moli^res and Job Aime^ 
both of them almost in a dying state. 

We were fiur from harbouring any fears of the 
o^ial demands of the proconsul of Guyana { 
but^ M if to in^ire uswith new confidence^ the 
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inhabkants lavished onus cvtry possible atten-? 
lion, erepy amusement, and, in short, every 
proof of their unbounded benevolence. 

; In the meanwhile,^ we were very desirot»^ of 
passing some days inrtbe country ; for most of ua 
had not been able to recover strength enough to 
enjoy the pleasures that were offered us on every 
side. We all required rest, and sighed for the 
benefits of an European climate : in ^hort, wc 
determined, as soon ^s we had re-established the 
health of those who required it, and enjoyed, for 
a few days more, the attentions of the worthy 
governor and his friends, to embark in a neutral 
vessel for the North of Europe. Barthflemy was 
in so weak a state, that we had no hopes of his 
being able to accompany us, and the governor, 
jinking he would not be able to bear a se* 
voyage^ urged him to renounce his plan, and re- 
main with him. Dossonville was at the point of 
death. All the aids and remedies of art were la- 
vished upon > us, and no sooner were oor inten- 
tbns known, than our friends exerted all their 
efforts to 4issuadc w £roqcr k. They were desi- 
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ttmn, they said, of keeping us and goirding t» 
at Surinam, till we should be recalled to our 
own country. 

We returned to the town on the 27th, and 
were much surprised to find a second messenger 
arrived from Cayenne, who brought the gover- 
hor an answer from Jeannet to his last dispatches. 

In this second letter he confessed, that the 
passports of the pretended merchants were in 
fadl signed by him ; but he asserted that no such 
merchants as Gallois, Picard, and the rest, had 
ever existed in the colony of Guyana ; that he 
was not ignorint that Barth^temy and Pichegru 
and six others of the deported were at Paramaribo; 
that he insisted on our being arrested, and that he 
would give an account of this transaAion to hi# 
government. 

In consequence of this letter we made an ofTtf 
tp the governor immediately to disappear and 
keep ourselves concealed until our departure for 
St. Thomas's, on Ivlaefkt wc had already deter- 

' mined. 
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tbiiurd« This precautioa, boweyer, that brate 
man said he should consider as a weakness^ 

But^ averse to become the subjedls of a quar- 
»el and of revolutionary reprisalston die p^of 
Jeannet^ we detertxuocd^ on the evemng of the 
astb^ to leave 8uriiiam« DossooviUe was better, and 
was deskoos of going with us ; and Barthelemy 
made us promise to wait for him at St. Thomases* 

^ Or the 49th, our preparations wcr<fe completed ; 
ft small and very coisimodious vessel belonging to 
Mf. StKk was freighted in the name of the co*- 
loQy3 and stocked with an abundance of proving 
tions and refreshments ; the pilot having instruc*- 
tions to obey the orders we should give him* We 
now t«iok leave of Berwick, who was loaded with 
^kresents by the governor and inhabitants* Wt 
had nothing to offer him, nor could we have in<» 
duced hitn to accept any thing but our gratitude, 
which we promised to publish to our fellow-^iti«» 
tens, and; if possible, throughout all £iH>op0« 
i have discharged a small part of Ah aacfed 
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debt. He sailed a few days after for Philadci' 
phia. 

At 4 o'clock in the afternoon of the 30th of 
June^ Pichegru, Willot, la Rue, Aubry, Dos- 
sonville and myself^ left Paramaribo to sleep at 
the plantation of our worthy officer, which is at 
<he mouth of the creek, where our vessel dropped 
xlown to wait for us. The inhabitants of Par^ 
maribo took leave of us in the most afFe6lionatc 
manner. The governor and the principal officers 
xamc to the plantation, where many of the inha- 
bitants assembled ; and Barthelemy, though very 
ill, was carried thither, together with his insepa- 
rable le Tellier. 

When I refleA on the afFeAionate embraces of 
our benefactors^ and their last adieus by the sea* 
«ide, I cannot restrain my tears ; nor am I able 
to express what I felt at this p^rtix^g, scene* . Our 
patriarchal Barthelemy waiS i^uable to speak, and 
could scarcely move, but he;;bestowed on us all 
the blessings hi^ expre^aivq looks and feeble 
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hands could communicate. It was about 8 in the 
evening, when we tore ourselves from the arms 
of these worthy people, and entered the canoe 
to go on board. M. de Badenbourg, an old 
officer in the Dutch service, brother of the go- 
vernor of Be r bice, embarked with us on his re- 
turn to his brother, and was to part with us at 
the mouth of the river of that name. 

When we had weighed anchor, our adieus 
were heard and repeated by our friends ; and the 
hanks, even when we could scarcely distinguish 
them, still re-echoed with these parting sounds ;. 
" Adieu — may you be happy — ^adieu — forget not 
^^ Surinam!" 

There was a heavy swell, and we stood to the 
Westward, ranging along the coast till midnight^ 
when a gun being fired at us with ball obliged us 
to bring to. It was from an English privateer, 
'which had approached us unperceived by our pi- 
lot. The privateer, not finding us bring to fest 
enough, fired a second gun, and, when we were 
iwithin gun-shot, saluted , us with a discharge of 

c c a 
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ca$e shot. Being now haikd by them, we An^ 
swered, that we came from Surinam^ and were 
going to Berbice with dispatches. But not sa-* 
iisfied with this^ the captain insisted on visiting 
us. The night wai very dark, and the two ships 
ran foul of each other. The English captain exa-r 
ihined our papers and passports^ having reckoned 
on a good ^rapture ; but he only took away our 
fruits, and, withdrawing his mcn^^ left us to pur- 
sue our course* 

At day break the next morning (the 1st July), 
we had another alarm. A gun w?is fired to make 
m bring to ; and, on our attempting to avoid it, 
a second was fired, which was so well aimed, 
that the wind of the ball threw down the pilot, 
who was at the helm ; in consequence of which 
our ship drifted with the current from the river 
Corentin, of which we were abreast, and we had 
nearly upset, 

Buj: what was our surprise and alarm when wb 
heard ourselves hailed in French ! I only saw ne-. 
gfoos on the deck, and had now no doubt but 
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vrc bad fallen inta the hands of one o^Hugues*| 

privateers; especially when I saw the captain 

launch bis pinnace, which was manned by sijc 

negroes* M. de Badenbourg, who was equally 

alarmed with ourselves, now came upon deck^ 

and having looked for a short time ^ the boat, 

cried out : ^^ Oood day. Captain Anderson ; how 

*' do youdo ?** This removed all our fears; and 

Vf^ afterwards learnt, that this Captain Anderson 

had a short time before, in the latitude of the 

Canaries, visited a ship, on board of which M« 

de Badenbourg was a passenger, when he came 

from JEurope, The capitain was very civil, a:nd, 

ivben he learnt who we were, ofiered.to escort us^ 

^r he assured us, the <:oast was much infested 

.with Htfgues's privateers* 

At day break the ne»e morning (2a^ July), our 
pilot got sight of the river Berbice, which he 
approached, in order to put M. de Badenbourg 
on shore. As we were launching <MLr pinnace, a 
vessel which we had observed during some hours, 
fired several guns at us. We had taken it for an 
English ship, but its manoeuvres, and its obsti- 
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fiacy in bringing us to, though they saw us tack 
about at the mouth of the Berblce, convinced u$ 
it was a French privateer ; and, accordingly, wc 
were, scarcely under the guns of the fort of St« 
Andrew, before wc saw them moor beyond their 
range, in order to block up the riven We de- 
termined, therefore, to put into Berbice, which 
was a Dutch colony in the possession of the Eng- 
lish ; requesting M . de Badenbourg to apply to 
his brother to give us refuge till wc could again 
put to sea in safety. 

Wc went up the river with the tide; and 
soon after wc had parted fr6m M. de Baden- 
bourg, two boats came to bring us on shore, 
Wc were condudled to the governor*s house, 
where we met with that good reception we had 
reason to expedk from the brother of our worthy 
shipmate. 

We told him we had been pursued by priva- 
teers, and solicited refuge and protedion. He 
answered literally as follows : 
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*' Bfe not uneasy, gentlemen ; here you are <in* 
** der the protc6lion of the English gOTemment ; 
** but I must request your word of honour, that 
*' you will niat quit the territories that are under 
^^ the autbcfrity of His Britannic Majesty, without 
^^ the conseot of the government/' 

We had. now no longer the power of recj?ding ; 

i^nd, being coiivinccd of the impossibility of 

reaching the Danish island of St. Thomas, with^ 

but falling into the hands of the privateers, by 

» 
^hich Viiftor Hugues, informed, no doubt, of 

aur flight, caused us to be pursued, we gave the 

governor this assurance, and confided ourselves 

to the cares and attentions of M, de Baden- 

bourg. 

This governor, and all the inhabitants of the 
colony, were anxious to give us as kind a recep- 
tion as we had met with at Surinam. Madame 
de Badenbourg, who is a most amiable woman, 
and a model of elegance and domestic virtue, 
being surrounded by a' numerous and charming 
family, lavished upon us innumerable attentions 
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And pfeieflts, and omitted nothing to raider our 
ttaf flt Berbicc agreeable^ 

Cdotiel Hestdp, c6mmandant ^ the military 
forces of His Britannic Majesty at the colonies 
of Berbice and Demerary, having heard of onf 
arrival^ came to Berbice, and informed us^ that 
General Boyard^ commander in chief of the land 
forces tti the Windward Islands, had recently 
sent him orders to conrey us to MartinLco i and 
that> to defend us from privateers. Admiral Her^ 
rey had dispatched a frigate, which he expedled 
to arrive on the 14 th (it was now the Qth)^ whea 
we were to go to Demcrary. 

In addition to these generous offers of protcc-' 
tion from the English government, the Colonel 
expressed the kindest concern for our misfortunes, 
and the strongest desire of serving us. 

We took leave, with great regret, of M. de 
Badenbourg and his family. I shall retain, till 
my dying day, the impression his worthy cha- 
racter, his many amiable qualities, his nobler turn 

of 
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bF ihmd, and his spirit of independence, made 
tipbn me. He ajppearcd to me like a sagd 
devoting his life tb the happiness o^ mankind, 
land isprekding around him all the blessings in hi^ 
povrtr and thie iiifluehce df his virtuous dkaihple. 

Colonel Hcsldp had dffered to coilduift Us W 
Demeraiy by landi but ive preferred the shorter 
conveyance of the sea. Accordingly, wfe em- 
barked Oil board a brig called the Plying Fish at 
fclcteri in thfe morning of the pth of July, ind at 
hight mboircd at the mouth of the river Demerary* 

We landed heitt day at that fine eoloii jr, which 
the English government is so assiduous td im- 
prove and render flourishing, ahd iri which more 
a^ftivity prevails thin in any other on this coast^ 
' on account of its frequent cofnmuiiicaiidns with 
the Garibbee Islands. M. Beaujon, civil gover- 
nor in chief, received us in the tridst frieridly 
manner^ and all th6 inhabitants vied with each 
dthet in showing the interest they took in out 
miraculous escape; G>loncl Heslop invited us 
to his hoiwe, and treated us with the utmost j>o^ 
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litsen<ss. TKc Colqnet is a gentleman whose Jiolbfe 
manners evince the elevation of his mind : I h^A 
long known him by reputation^ haring been prtir. 
sent at the bloody scenes that passed at the re- 
taking of Toulon, where the colonel^ then ^d- 
de-camp to General 0*Hara, distinguished him- 
self by a noble aft of humanity. When the 
ships were burned which could not be made use 
of, the Themtstocle, on board of which were 
1600 reputed terrorists^ catching fire^ Colonel 
Heslop saved them at the peril of his life* 

It wias during our passage from Berbice to De^ 
merary, that WHlot and Aubry were attacked 
with a dangerous illness^ which separated th^m 
from us« The next day they were delirious^ and 
the physicians not only declared they could not 
possibly embark with us, but said they had but 
little hopes of their recovery. A few days aftpr^ 
Aubry^ who could scarcely breathe^. lay fpr dead, 
while Willot was. apparently in. the agonies of 
death. What a dreadful scone;! what a melaj^* 
chdly separation. Of eight of the deported who 
had escaped in. the cam)c, ,oaly. four, ^^eggi^ 
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OcMMiViUe^ la Rue, and tBy^}^- tinbarked on 
the 1 7 th on board the £nglish fn^M the Crs^^ 
cdtnoxaaded by Captain Hello. . 

On the 20th we passed in sight of Trmi4ad 
and Tobego« 

On the ^2d we doubkd the island of St« Vin- 
cent* 

On the 24th we were off Martinico, wheoe 

contrary winds prevented us from mtering Fort 

Royal Bay. We therefore stood on for St. Chris- 
/I 
topher*s, which was the general rendezvous for 

tlie Caribbee Island convoy, and whjt^re we moored 

oti the 27th. 

I had, some days before, so violent an atta^fc 
of the ydlow frver, that I was delirious before w.e 
got sight of Martinico ; nor did I recover tt^ 
use of my reason till the 22d of August, or about a 
month after. I am ignorant of every thing that 
'^passed around me during this loQg cooHnement^ 
and found myself on board the Amiajbtie (ri^ai^,; 
Dd2 
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commanded by Ctpt. Gftovill* Lobbj, without the 
least rpcolle6lio|i of having been removed from 
on board the Crane. Pichegru and Dossonville 
were equally ill with myself^ and we all three lay 
|Q the captain's cabin, but were not able to speak 
to each other ijll ^bout the end of August. We 
all Qwed our lives to the courage and attentions of 
Captain Lobb^ and never did imy nian make sq 
l^reat a sacrifice with so much ease and simpUdty. 
He never left us for ^ moment, and, notwith- 
$tanding the general dread pf ^i^ contagioua disn 
order, mom justly feaibd than the plagpe itself^ 
slept in the sanie cabi(^ with us, and performed 
the lowest oiSces ibr us. When, after our long 
delirium had peas^, we, for the £rst time, per-! 
ceived this hpro of humaiiity,wewcre scarcely abl? 
to express pur admifi^tiop pf thi^ pxtfaordipary 
effort pf virtue ; por could wp eyer prevail ^i^ 
him to leave ms, ip order to attend (P his cm 
preservation, after l^^yiog be^n the caqse pf onni. 

J'^rom the 36th tp the SOth degree ofjati-. 
|ude we experienced a dr^ddful atorip^ in wiiicl; 
fpur ships of the convoy perished, besides the 
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I shall omit the particulars of this tedidtfd 
F^^ Mrhiph Cj9^t)9ii$4 ^xty^fom d^jrs* 

Gfi ikf 2ptb of fikpteQiber we get sight of 

|aad; and ipnteced th^ .Chapaei^ ^ where contrary 

to Qf9 ffn^ffMl^n wp met with %ht breezes ahd 

ji aiiiof)$h :9(sa. Wp now discpFered thf^ po^et oi 

£ng^a^ ,.an4 .^ooq lifepr. th^t pf France. This 

al^hit strongly a^e#e4 #i|d agitated me^ and I 

^t depressed with |9ii:l4i)£hQly: for my heart 

^lways:.ixi4if^4 to «0riQi)$ refte^iona. In shorty 

I cQu|d scarcely benr: the idea that I could m 

longer §9il th^ land \^yqn^ thM hprizoa my 

On the aisr of September, which was th^ 
^mversary of our departuipe frum R^ch^fttti 
we moored in Deal |loads. 

- J3^e Captaift Lobb ii^t^d to Admiral Peyfw 
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for ihstruftions ; we were not, however, aHowcd 
to go on shore, but an account of our arrival was 
sent to the government. 

On the 24th, the Amiable frigate, which had 
been much damaged during the storm, and 
which could no' longer lie in the Road, was 
obliged to go round to Sheerness. Wc now, 
therefore, took leave of Captain Lobb, whose in- 
terest and recommendation 'had prepared us a good 
reception on board the Admiral's fehip the Over- 
Yssel, to whieh we Were removed, and of which 
the ofBcers lavished on us all possible attention ; 
as if to convince m, the noble conduift of 
Captain Lobb did not arise merely from his 
personal excellencies, but was the natural at^ 
tendant and general characteristic of the officers 
of the British Navy. 

On the a7th, the government hiving givfen 
orders to bring us to London, we wtte put on 
board a cutter, the captain of which loaded us 
with attentions. General Pichegru, who was rcry 
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iUi.;f(r9^ removed to London thi same dsly^ yirhere 
\M€,jQuved* him the next. , - 

We were condudled to the houac of Mr. 

\^icthato, s^retary to. the Duke ^of Portland in 

the d^Mirtment reUtive to foreigners^ who re- 

« 
cejiyed us with great politeness, and expressed 

th^ . concern he felt at our misfortunes. He as* 

siyred us wc should find, pnder the protc<Slion of 

tb? EngHsh gdvernmcet, a safe asylum, and all 

ttio?e ynd offices which huifaanity owes to the 

vidlims of une:sampled barbarity. 

,. Ift this first conversation, Mn Wickham cx- 
pr^essfsd .those wiahes for.pj^ace and the emancipa* 
tipnof our cpiintry which he o&w repeated ia 
apyeral sv^bs^quent interviews. He told me, the 
next day, in particular, that he »^a5 Ji>&irmed of 
^\e desire I k^A exprejssed to go as soon^ as pos^; 
sibjfi to v^li? Continent, <ind, that Jf.shouid.be. fur- 
bished with such means of putting this iaprfU^ice' 
as would secure me from all ri$k of being taken, 

Qn the second of OAober, t\yo days af^er our 
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if rival in London, huring an appointment at Mr. 
Wickham^s^ we had no sooner given in our 
names, than a man^ or rather the skeleton of a 
man^ ^hcm we h std observed in the comet of the 
room, es:tended hia iutns towards iis> and, rising 
np, exclaimed-^^^ Ah ! vtiy friehds, yati are then 
*' saved, and all my misforttfnes are forgotten/* 
He was scarcely able to aidvance towards ns^ and 
we gathered round hiih. ** I am Tilly,** said he. 
— .** Tilly! Tilly r* we exclaimed, " oni deli- 
" Verer ! and yet we knew him hot i feut foU ire 
'^ so much altered V* We continued serine ino^ 
ments in each other's arms^ overpowered tiritb 
einotion and bathing his bands with our tears. 
'r Alas !•• cried he,- '' nor I neith^. ikd l not 
** heard your names, I should not have kno\i^n you^ 
We overwhelmed each otheft with questicns^ add 
he was very anicious to be informed of out ad^en-* 
tures, and the fate of his Worthy Berwick ; aftei' 
which, he satisfied oui^ enquiries Nearly in iKese 
19ords: 

^' On the 5th of Jufte^ said ie, the news of 
yewr esctfpe aVrived at Cayenne, where Ac joy of 

the 
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the inhabitants was universal^ and so strong! jf 
expressed, that Jeahnet^ not daring to oppose th^ 
public opinion* said to those who spoke of it^ 
^^ Why did not th^y all go ? *• 

*^ As yet I was suiFcred to go at large on my 
parole, zhbuf the town of Cayenne, for I was 
not at all susped):ed* 

" Op the 6th of June, the frigate, la Dicade^ 
arrived from France with 193 deported persons 
)on board, ieannet received his dispatches, and 
nothing transpired of their contents. . It was only 
said, that several of the present deported persons, 
authors, journalists and priests, were on board, 
upon which a general consternation succeeded 
to the joy our flight had occasioned. About 
9 in the evening, Jeannet sent tne an invitation, 
to take tea with him, saying he had some; affairs 
of trade to talk of. As he had in my first au-p 
dience appeared to blame the unjust aggressions 
of the Dire6)x)ry against the Americans, assuring 
^e that it was with regret he executed such or- 
dtrs/and still more so his barbarous*instru6tion 
Ec 
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^latlve to your detention, I now waited on bini 
fvith confidence on this occasion. He treate4 
me with still more politeness than before, and . 
when we were alone, said, ^' You know the news 
" from France, where tyranny is at its height. 
^' Here again are more of these unfortunate dc- 
^^ ported persons, sent me by the Directory. 
** Scarcely have £ight of the former escaped, thai> 
^^ they are replaced by I93. I will po longer subr 
^^ mit to be the jailor and executioner of myfellowr 
^' citizens, in p^der to support those five villains 
^ in impunity. I am determined to abandon the 
*' colony. I shall buy your brig, which I will 
^* restore to you at Philadelphia, if you will under- 
^^ take to carry me there.*' 

^^ r thanked Jeannet for his confidence, assure^ 
him of my attachment, and encouraged him ii; 
his virtuous resolution. 

^^ I know,'* replied he, '^that you are an honest 
*^ man. I am acquainted with your character, an4 
" you must have perceived by my silence, how 
f^ painful it is to me to be the instrument of crimes. 
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*^ I knpw that it was you that facilitated the escaptf 
*/ of the deported from Sinamary, yet 1 never re- 
^ pFoached you with th^U: a6lion. I think, how- 

ever, you ought not to have led your pilot inter 

these dangers." 






** I now hesitated no longer frankly id answer 
this last overture, arid net only confessed every 
thing we had done at Siqam'ary, but took this 
opportunity to inform jeannet, that besides the' 
packets t had. delivered you, there were others 
on board my ship in a barrel^ of which I men-^ 
tioned the number; 

*^ I had scarcely finished tliese indiscreet and 
fatal confessions, when Jeahnet rose up in a fury, 
threw down the table between us^ calleci his 
guard, ordered me to be seized and chained, 
and swore that the next day he would have;#me 
$h6t. In short I, was condudied to the prison of 
the fort/ 

*^ Thus liad I apparently sstcrificed my life! But 
Jeaniiet dared not to complete his crime ; whe- 
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ther tlirougH fear of the murmurs of the in!i4-» 
bitants, or of losing the money, it was said he 
had invested in America. I was now thrown into 
^ dungeon with irons on my hands and feet^ and 
was allowed no food but bread and water. In 
this horrrid prisocn I passed the months of June 
and July, and I was even deprived of the conso-^ 
lation of having sacrrftced myself usefully fof 
your preservation ; for I was assured yo<i had 
been fallen in with and sunk by a privaieer 
n-om Cayenne. 

" In the night of the tst of August 1 was 
taken from my prison^ though without being 
E berated from my irons, and carried onboard 
the frigate la Derade, which was returning t6^ 
France. During the voyage I still remained in my 
irons, and was put into the boatswain's st^fe-room. 
I now perceived that Jeannet, desirous of avert- 
ing from himself the rage of the IXrcftory, had 
preserved me merely to deliver me up to them> 
and that I was destined to glut their vengeance* 
The captain of /a Decade had orders to treat me 
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M you had beeft treated ; and I had no othet itod 
but bread apd water. 

^^ A high fever had ahndit deitftfyed tne^ and 

I was at the point of deaths wheti^ on the Ad of 

September, the frigate fell in with Commodore 

Pierrepont, who commanded a frigate of the same 

force, and attacked and took us. This Worthy 

officer immediately liberated me, and conveyed 

tne to Portsmouth, where I obtained petmisdofi 

to come to Londoh. t am determined, notwith** 

Standing the condition in which you see me, tb 

return to my family, who believe I am lost ; jswid 

liow I have seen you, I have nothing else to wish 

V Captain Tilly had already predated for sailing, 
and was* omc to take leave of Mr. Wickham. Hfc 
passed three days with us ; and we had the satis- 
faAion of perceiving, that the certainty of Our 
safety, tha,t sweet recompence for dl his gettcrouii 
sacrifices, contributed to the re-establishinemt ctf 
his healths 
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i - Jt is.uwiccossary to. add, that the English go- 
vernment have anticipated the countrymen of 
• Tilly, in rewarding this noble adkion by public 
teatimonies of esteem and consideration, and by 
-granting him all the assistance and kind offices 
he stood in need o£. 

. Onus they have bestowed the ftiost delicate 
ftttentioj^s and the strongest proofs of kindness^ 
jior was it possible to do this in a more amiable 
>nd pleasing manner. Of these good offices 
X availed myself^ till my health was sufficiendy 
re-established to cros& the sea# 

On the evening of the Jgth of Oftober, 1 
took a final leave of my companions in misfor- 
tunes, and,- on the 21st, embarked at Yarmouth 
fef Hamburgh \vhere I arrived on the 29th. 



... .Here, ends my narrative* It is not for me to 
instru<5l mankind in the science of politics, but 
had. I sufficient talents for. that purpose, I would 
devote them to the reconciliation of the> various 
parties^ who are interested in the restoration of 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



( 215 ) 

prder, of morality and of public faith. By thi$ 
jcommdn interest, this general sentiment, I woulcj 
endeavQur to appease the hatred of factions, and 
stop the progress of civil dissentions. Innumer 
rable reasons offer ip support, of this great cause 
of benevolence. May those render it victorious 
who have ^ore right to influence mankind. I 
am but a soldier, and can only offer to my coun- 
try my arm and my bipod : both of which shall 
J)e devoted, till my dying day, to the preservation 
pf her independence, and the rights of my 
fellow-citizens. 



FINIS, 
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